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WILLIAM €. ULYAT. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 


THE author of the following treatise graduated from 
the University of the City of New York; and from 
Union Theological Seminary. He attended the Medical 
Lecture courses and clinics, in the two allopathic schools 
of the city, and then he went to Princeton, N. J., where 
for two years he attended the lectures of the Theological 
Seminary. At the same time he was pastor of the 
Baptists in town and in the neighborhood, over whom he 
was called to preside seven times ; and did so five, vary- 
ing in length of pastorates from three months to four- 
teen years. Between times he became pastor in Nor- 
walk, Conn., and. Hudson, N. Y.; and, during one 
winter, preached in the Vassar church in Poughkeepsie, 
its pastor and President Jewett being absent in Kurope. 
In early life he was offered a Greek professorship, and 
edited the Review of his denomination. When Rufus 
W. Griswold, a noted literary man of his time, was on 
his death-bed, he sent for him to carry on a work which 
he had begun, esteeming such occupation his appropri- 
ate sphere. This offer Mr. Ulyat declined in favor of 
Benson J. Lossing and continuance in the pastorate, 
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In college and the seminary, and all through his after 
life, he has been highly esteemed as a writer. When he 
left Union Seminary the famous Biblical scholar Dr. 
Edward Robinson gave him a letter in which he says of 
him that he was “ distinguished as a writer.” The noted 
divine of Albany, Boston and New York, Dr. Wm. 
Hague, testified of him that “not half a dozen men in 
his denomination,” thirty years ago, “was his equal in 
writing a sermon.” Of the work he did in Hudson, 
Thomas 8. Malcom, a son of Dr. Howard Malcom, a 
noted preacher, author and College President, once 
pastor of the same church, said that “if he did nothing 
else in his lifetime, he had done enough.” This was 
considerably over a quarter of a century ago. For 
twenty years he edited the “ Princeton Press.” Dr. 
McCosh once said to him “we read your paper, Sir,” 
and he offered to transmit abroad anything he might 
write for the purpose. For some years past he has been 
assistant in the Library of the Seminary at Princeton; 
and at the same time has been engaged in other literary 
labors; writing articles for periodicals and correspond- 
ing for papers, preparing pamphlets and books, some 
of which have been already published; also occasionally 
supplyng pulpits. He has just completed a “ Life of © 
Christ Since His Ascension; and is now writing other 
works. 
THE PUBLISHERS. 


PREFACE. 


Tus little work unfolds a line of thought not com- 
mon in any detail. Something has been written at- 
tempting to disclose what have been hidden mysteries 
of the future of man in the heavens; but only two or 
three books, wholly devoted to this end, has the author 
met with. ‘Two of these are the very excellent and pop- 
ular ones of Miss Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, entitled 
“The Gates Ajar” and “ Beyond the Gates,” and Rev. 
Arthur Chambers of KingsCollege, London, has pub- 
lished “ Our Life After Death.” Some of Swedenborg’s 
writings may be mentioned as having a like trend. The 
subject is not without an imprimatur. 

Some may look upon these works unbelievingly, and 
even condemn them. This would be natural. The 
true theory of the material worlds was not known in the 
days of the Apostles or Fathers or Schoolmen. And 
when in the later history of the church it was discovered 
by Copernicus and Galileo, ecclesiastics treated it as 
heretical. But now, those views once rejected are uni- 
versally accepted. Is theological thought and biblical 


interpretation the only lines along which advance is 
is eae i 7 . 
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impossible? Are the dicta of men in these, in ages long 
gone by—men “ of like passions with ourselves ”—alone 
to be accepted? Is theology a completed science? No! 
No!! 

No intelligent reader will mistake the emblems made 
use of in this book for other than what they are, illus- 
trative and suggestive; any more than he would give to 
most of the words of St. John in his Revelations, a literal 
interpretation. With ideas of some kind concerning 
Paradise and Heaven, all men go thither; just as in 
visiting a foreign country on the earth or anticipating 
the “ to-morrow,” they preconceive ideas of these. Such 
forerunning ideas serve as stepping stones, are inevi- 
table and necessary and surely proper. 

The language of Schiller in contemplating his phi- 
losophy, we will adopt in part with reference to this 
work :—“ Perhaps I may be ashamed of my raw de- 
sign, at sight of the true criginal. This may happen. 
I expect it. But then if reality bears no resemblance 
to my dreams, it will be a more majestic, a more delight- 
ful surprise.” 


W. C. U. 


PRINCETON, N. J. 


PA le 
INTRODUCTORY. 


We desire to know not only that we shall live after death, 
but, so far as possible, what our life will be, and where and 
under what conditions it will be. 

J. E. C. WELLDON, 
In ‘‘ The Hope of Immortality.” 


It is one of the crying needs of Theology just now that a 
more positive theory of the conditions of the life to come 
should be formulatad out of the teaching of Our Lord and of 


his Apostles. 
E. GRIFFITH JONES, 


In ‘‘ The Ascent in Christ.” 


Small mirth was in the making. Now 

I lift the cloth that cloaks the clay, 

And, wearied, at thy feet I lay 

My wares ere I go forth to sell. | 

If there be good in that I wrought, 

Thy hand compelled it, Master, Thine ; 

Where I have failed to meet Thy thought, 

I know, through Thee, the blame is mine. 
—RUDYARD KIPLING. 
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THE FIRST YEARS OF THE LIFE OF THE 
REDEEMED AFTER DEATH. 


CHAPTER I. 


SOME KNOWLEDGE, NOW, OF THE FIRST YEARS OF THE 
REDEEMED IN HEAVEN WOULD BE INTERESTING AND 
USEFUL, SO SHOULD BE SOUGHT. 


Ah, Christ, that it were possible 
For one short hour to see 
The souls we loved, that they might tell us 


What and where they be. . 
—TENNYSON. 


Any knowledge that would be useful to us, or even 
only entertaining, is is natural to covet and seek. An 
attainment of the knowledge of the first years of the 
life of the newly arrived in heaven is a prize. When we 
see a man giving up the ghost, what more becoming and 
urgent in us all than to ask with Job, “ Where is he?” 
And following the question to inquire further, “ What 
is he experiencing and doing?” 

What the location, the position, the occupation, the 
company of our Christian friends who have gone before 


us, as these cannot but be good and glorious, it must 
If 
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be a comfort to us to know, also an inspiration and guide 
to make preparation therefor, such as shall be of service 
on our arrival thither. In this world it is asked of men 
presenting themselves for life, “What can you do?” 
With equal pertinence the same may be asked on our 
entering heaven. The answer to this will depend 
largely upon the preparation we have made here; and 
this must be guided and shaped by the conditions of 
that world and the requirements therein made. It is 
of the first importance, therefore, that we now, and 
early, understand these so that we may not be dumb 
before the angel who shall ask us, or able only to an- 
swer with shamefacedness. The language of Canaan 
must be understood if we are to make headway among 
the people of the land. And though we shall have to 
wait our arrival there before we gain full mastery of it, 
it will be wise in us to know and study its rudiments 
if the way is open to us before we pass over Jordan. 
The comfort to men, along the journey towards the 
valley of the shadow of death, and when they come 
to die knowing something of the great change which 
awaits them, cannot be small. It will aid greatly in 
robing for ascension. With its aid the light will grow 
clearer as they mount up. As the hour of departure 
draws nigh, faith and hope will seize more strongly upon 
the promises. If aman gathers nothing of this knowl- 
edge here his plunge into the hereafter must be “a leap 
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into the dark.” His arrival on that further shore will 
possibly be among breakers, or if he effects a good land- 
ing, his look must be that only of blank astonishment. 
Men who know little or nothing of this new world to 
which they are going, to be livers therein, though they 
gain, must be losers of much on entrance and probably 
ever after. 

When any one contemplates visiting a foreign country 
where he has never been, he naturally, as an ordinarily 
wise man, applies himself before setting sail to obtain 
a knowledge of that country; its government and laws, 
its language and religion, the habits and customs of | 
the people, their industries, their hospitalty. Nothing 
is left uninvestigated that promises enlightenment and 
benefit. This is and is felt to be necessary, if he is to 
have a comfortable entering in and prosperous stay. | 
And shall not those who are hoping to go to heaven by 
and by inquire and learn what they may expect to find 
on their arrival? Such knowledge must surely be worth 
all it may cost to attain. It is not for us to go forward 
haphazard. If the trumpet gives an uncertain sound, 
the warrior does not prepare himself in extent and 
method and time for battle as he ought to do. And if 
our repertory of knowledge of what lies before us, on 
entering heaven, is slender and deficient we shall not 
enter so successfully as we might. 

There is pleasure attending the gain of new ideas, 
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even if such as yield us no marked outward profit or 
otherwise. How much greater then must be the pleas- 
ure of the inception of such new ideas as are intimately 
connected with our welfare now and our life hereafter! 
To be assured for example that our infants, and idiots, 
and the poor, and ignorant and uncongenial have not 
on account of these conditions been assigned to some ex- 
traneous limbo, nor are forever to appear in heaven in 
these abnormal states, but are to be changed, that dying, 
probably, it may be surely, they have been taken up into 
Paradise and are passing through a process of prepara- 
tion there, for a still more glorious home and life be- 
yond,—that our friends after whom we have looked 
steadfastly as they have ascended into heaven have met 
no disappointments, no rigid examination and turning 
down, but that they are comforted in “ Abraham’s 
bosom,”—are in the midst of advanced delights, some 
of which we may now descry, though faintly only,—is 
knowledge, such as cannot but cast out fear, and afford 
cheer; and is such as we may well covet. 


Could we but know 
The land that ends our dark, uncertain travel, 
Where lie those happier hills and meadows low— 
Ab ! if beyond the spirit’s inmost cavil 
Aught of that country could we surely know-- 
Who would not go? 


Might we but hear 
The hovering angels’ high imagined chorus, 
Or catch betimes, with wakeful eyes and clear, 
One radiant vista of the realms before us, 
With one rapt moment given to see and hear— 
Ah! who would fear? 


Were we quite sure 
To find the peerless friend who left us lonely, 
Or there by some celestial stream as pure 
To gaze in eyes that here were lovelit only— 
This weary mortal coil—were we quite sure, 
Who would endure? 
—EDMUND CLARENCE STEDMAN. 


15 


i 
Se ; 


om 


> SF a. 


Of the Redeemed After Death. L7 


CHAPTER ITI. 


MAKING INQUIRY CONCERNING MEN’S EARLY LIFE IM- 
MEDIATELY SUCCEEDING DEATH. 


THE unseen, unexperienced, by men in the flesh, of 
the first years of their lives in heaven, is not, we may 
believe, wholly a secret,—one within the knowledge of 
the Almighty only; even here and now. There is surely 
no impassable gulf between us and it. We are not 
obliged to wait for the knowledge of it till we expe- 
rience it,—till we become matriculants, initiated into 
this new life. Seeking to discover it is within our 
province, no intrustion of a fleshly mind. That which is 
attained or is attainable may be shadowy indeed; but 
it is suggestive and real, far as it goes. 

Analogies of the life above surely exist here, scripture | 
points us to its nature, and necessity and reason confirm 
it. These are sources of instruction, authoritative and 
sufficient; open to all. They introduce us to probabili- 
ties which are assuring. We shall work them up in a 
succeeding chapter fully. 


Before proceeding to unfold our subject it will be 
2 
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well, however, to notice some Scriptures and other con- 
siderations which may seem to some to forbid our en- 
tertaining the matter as a field of knowledge or of con- 
jecture even at least in any detail. Thus: Paul says 
he was “caught up into the third heaven, where he 
heard things not lawful for him to utter.” But this 
may be interpreted so as not to include matters of our 
present inquiry, or discourage our looking after them. 
Times again have changed, and what might have been 
improper or impossible then to divulge or learn may 
be fitting, possible, and even required now. Those un- 
utterable things which Paul heard may not have been of 
the heaven we are now concerned with; at least may 
have had nothing to do with the life of first entrants 
there. They may have been outside the lives of mere 
novitiates. What Paul saw and heard may have been 
things which his senses and capacity failed to apprehend, 
so as to be able to profitably exploit them to others in 
the flesh. ‘“ There are more things in heaven and upon 
earth than are dreamed of in our philosophy.” It is 
not claimed that all the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven are understandable or fit revelations at present. 
If seen at all by any favored ones, as by Paul, they are 
at least seen only “as in a glass, darkly.” But what- 
ever they were Paul saw, his not revealing them, from 
whatever source this failure may have arisen, was never 
intended, we may feel sure, to prohibit or discourage our 
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attempting to find out to-day what our active minds 
may possibly discover of those heavenly things already 
come, or yet to come, which most intimately concern us. 
Nor can that other saying of Paul be interpreted as a 
barrier to our search:-—“ Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard: neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the glories which God hath in store for those 
who love him.” Though not apprehended then, they 
may be now. Ignorance of these glories may be attrib- 
uted only to the natural man, or these who have re- 
ceived no revelation, or spiritual illumination. For in 
immediate connection it is written :—“ but God hath re- 
vealed them to us by his Spirit.” The contents of an 
earthly father’s will is sometimes known before the seal 
is broken ; so may the contents of our heavenly Father’s 
will be, though at first secret. “Then shall we know,” 
saith a prophet, “if we follow on to know.” 

It is natural for man to anticipate any coming event, 
order, or purpose. It is our interest and duty to do so. 
The declarations of Scripture, “ We know not what shall 
be on the morrow,” and “ Take no thought for to-mor- 
row,” were never intended to prevent, or rebuke in us 
forecast and foresight. And if this is so in things of 
this life, may it not reasonably be supposed to be so 
likewise in things of the life to come? Where is it 
anywhere said, with any reference to prying into the 
future and unseen,—“ Hitherto shalt thou come and no 
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further” ? If it were so said, we should be left in dark- 
ness and straits, where we need light and liberty. 
Should we not? 

Angels desire to look into things of the kingdom of 
heaven. They are nowhere rebuked for doing so. 
Their desire is even gratified. It is their interest to 
know them. And shall not we, who are more vitally 
concerned than they are, desire to look into them? How 
can there be anything unlawful about our seeking 
knowledge in this direction? Is not searching for it, 
“as for hid treasure,’ commended by the whole tenor 
of Scripture? And does not the promise, “ Seek and ye 
shall find,” apply here? 

As long ages rolled on, and not till then, the telescope 
was invented, revealing to man’s natural vision things 
before unseen and unknown. Since then this instru- 
ment has been so improved that a larger scope is taken 
in by us than by the men of Galileo’s day. And shall 
_ not, in some way, man’s spiritual vision come to be en- | 
_ larged,—the future be revealed to him,— the unseen be 
‘laid bare in greater measure—as time advances, a 
knowledge of the third heavens, in vaster proportions, 
be given us, before we come thither? Are the secrets of 
nature on earth the only ones we are now allowed to 
penetrate? Are the glories of the upper world to be 
withheld from us till we come to them? Can it be of 
no benefit to us now to look within the veil, where our 
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anchor is already cast, and whither Jesus our forerun- 
ner is entered? Are two worlds too much for our 
present gaze? Shall we limit God’s provision for us, 
and his spirit and power in the indulgence of our de- 
sires in this matter? May he not in these latter times 
take men still deeper down into the wells of divine truth 
than hitherto man, or even angel, has been permitted to 
go? Has the last discovery been made in biblical inter- 
pretation and theological science; while yet it may be 
thousands of years before the final consummation in 
heaven? May not the spiritual eye, as does the bodily 
and mental, receive, even in this present time, and in 
our day, increased illumination? May we not then 
presage our celestial mansions, in some of their details 
even, before we cross over to them? Do not familiar 
things of the earth point us to them; and are these not 
given us with this end in view? Are material earthly 
things we demand, the only ones into which new pre- 
cursions are allowed, or possible? Is knowledge of mat- 
ters which are to us of supreme interest, and for which 
we pant, denied us? Is not prophecy of the future and 
invisible what God is constantly working? Are not 
even the electric wonders of our age opening the 
heavens to come? 

Prognosticating the first years of heaven’s life, 
though only the faintest glimmer of light should be 
discovered at first, may forerun vastest discoveries 
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thereafter. Though deeply occult, the upper world 
has never been entirely unknown. What we now know 
may be regarded as not merely a foretaste, but a basis 
for further unfolding, and a prompter to seek it. Let 
men only cast, by prayer and study, a more intense look 
into the future—concentrate there Roentgen rays, or 
microscopic vision, and they shall surely see more 
than they do now, even more than it has entered into 
their hearts to conceive. And should they not find all 
they anticipate, or would like to do; incidentally, they 
may come to more than a fair compensation for their 
toil and venture. This is a common experience ia 
other matters. Pioneers, in bold advance, lay step- 
ping stones by which they themselves, and others, 
mount to dizzy and sublime summits. As men labor 
in faith and hope in anything, they conquer. Faith, in 
size only as a grain of mustard seed, removes mountains. 
Secrets, kept hidden from the foundations of the 
world, will be laid open to-morrow, to strong faith. 
While we muse, the silence of Scripture may be 
broken with new revelations, the dark, unheeded letter 
be suddenly interpreted and enforced. Over many 
things, secret and mystery, were cabalistic words once 
hung; and men before them feared and quaked. Now 
they are as clear as is the sun in the heavens; and men 
gaze rapturously. ‘There are many things yet, which 
we shall not have to wait to the end to know. God, 
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in the Scriptures, completed nearly two thousand 
years ago, has not spoken his last word to and for 
man. ‘There may even be doctrines locked up within | 
its folds yet to be developed. There is more light still, | 
to break forth from God’s word. Chaos is our present 
inheritance, given to be molded into new creations. 
The prophets spoke of things they did not compre- 
hend. But these were not to remain incomprehensible 
to future ages. “It is the glory of God to conceal a 
thing”: but not forever. Our privilege and profit is 
to dig for his meaning everywhere. While we cannot 
find out God to perfection, there is much of him that 
is new which we shall continually find if we do search 
for it with our whole hearts. The boundaries of our 
knowledge in earthly things are enlarging daily. Is 
heaven a direction in which our enquiries are inter- 
dicted? Are not the Scriptures an inexhaustible field 
for discoveries ? 

Revelation has been given only as men needed it, and 
were able to bear it. Down to our Lord’s time, the 
world had Moses and the Prophets only. This had 
been sufficient. But having served their purpose, they 
were now no longer enough. “'The fulness of time” | 
being come, Christ and his Apostles appeared with a i 
more extended revelation. Ages, since then, have rolled 
away, and have not new needs arisen, for the satisfac- 
tion of which the world has become prepared? Is there 
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not a shell for us to crack, which shall disclose for us 
new kernels of truth? Do not these lie at our doors? 
If it would be profitable for us to know something of 
the first years of the life of heaven, more fully than 
is commonly apprehended, shall we not seek and find? 
If we might become better prepared for meeting them, 
by an increase of knowledge now, shall we find our- 
selves interdicted seeking for it? Can the possibility 
of attaining the knowledge, if sought and needed, be 
beyond our reach? God has not made men in this, 
as Tantalus, or Sisyphus; doomed to constant attempts ; 
to be followed only by failure. 

This subject of the life that is lived in heaven has 
hitherto appeared too obscure and uncertain to encour- 
age investigation and discussion of it, a sort of “ terra 
incognita” and “forbidden land.” Only a few bare 
allusions to it have been made by theologians and 
Christian writers. It has been regarded so secluded from 
our gaze that any attempt to uncover, and set it forth, 
might be judged to be sacrilegious, and would expose 
the bold adventurer to the fate of him who put forth 
his hand to steady the ark, or who kindled strange fire 
on the Jewish altar, or looked within the veil. The 
question of how many angels could dance on the point 
of a needle might be discussed; but the graver question 
we are now occupied with might not be. Dangerous 


consequences, men thought, would ensue to the agi- 
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tators, such as turning out of the synagogue, not only, 
or the tortures of the Inquisition, or branding as here- 
tics, or withdrawing all countenance, or withholding 
bread and water by men; but the swifter and more 
terrible vengeance of Heaven. 

The obscurity, however, in which the subject may be 
involved, or any opposition made to exploiting it, should 
not, for a moment, deter any one from an honest in+ 
vestigation. Neglect may be dereliction of duty. Ob- 
scurity is one of the laws of earth and heaven. “ Clouds 
and darkness are round about him.” ‘Truth does not 
exist, nor is placed within reach, to be “hid under a 
bushel.” New doctrines and facts are unrolling, from 
time to time, intended to engage our eager minds, our 
penetrating glance, our boldest scrutiny, in order to 
unveil their mystery. 

Were the deep things of God to remain untouched, 
and man doomed to be confined to the surface and outer 
shell of them, no rescues would be born, science would 
lie undeveloped, discoveries would not be made, the 
whole world of man, theology, and letters would stag- 
nate. Our times have outgrown this repressive action— 
such narrow views. Knowledge and its treasures have 
been laid up for us, to be given as our capacity for and 
interest in their discovery, solution and application 
grows. And this will go on until the end of time. 

Whatever phase of God, of nature, of the future 
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we take up, it contains for us what is obscure and may 
stagger our faith, as much so as the views of the first 
years of the lives of men in heaven, as advocated by 
us, can. Mystery is written over all portals. A blade 
of grass shows it. In the Scriptures, there are still, 
notwithstanding the deep study of ages, passages “ hard 
to be understood.” Their leaves speak to us in para- 
bles; whose application is varied as the times. Shall 
we, therefore, close the book, as impossible to compass? 
No; rather we will “lay to the more strength” for its 
understanding. Is the first years of the life of heaven 
a dark home? Let it be so judged. But we will not 
on that account intermit its study. No truth lies on 
the surface. It is down deep, at the bottom of the well, 
and is calling for us to drag it forth. Instead of 
shunning the investigation of our theme, we will form 
our theories and concoct hypotheses, calling in, to aid 
us, imagination. This faculty has a function in de- 
termining science. So has it in formulating theology 
and life, all systems and interpretations. It is given 
us for this purpose. There is fruit on this tree of 
“the first years of life in heaven,” which we may take 
now and make our life. No “flaming sword” guards 
it. Sight may not disclose, nor ear take in, but imagi- 
nation and feeling, through open channels, can unlock 
heaven’s door, and disclose its wonders, before our 
ascending thither. If we do with patience, and faith 
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and hope seek and wait, a revelation will surely dawn 
upon us sooner and grander than we have dared to 
expect, of the life of our departed in the skies; to be 
followed by our own. 
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CHAPTER III. 
SOME GENERAL STATEMENTS. 


Tue first years of the life of the redeemed beyond 
the grave are in no sense probationary for any one. 
While the saved do not enter—it is, at least, probable— 
upon the highest heaven at once, but are detained, it is 
only to give better preparation for that advanced grade. 
Their condition, as heirs of the heavenly state, and 
even their fulness, is fixed on their entrance into the 
next world. This was done by and for them in this 
world. Their hour of trial is past. 

The early life of the redeemed is, we think, dif- 
ferent from what it is generally supposed to be. It 
is not only incomplete at the start, though a wonderful 
advance on what they had heretofore experienced; but 
they have entered now what will be to them an ad- 
vanced training school, for something still higher. 
Men will be received above as they were at death, and 
will be taught and shaped, further, according to 
their natural condition and capacities, and as the niche 
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they are to fill requires. No adequate realization of 
the full grandeur of heaven is to be expected at first. 
Only the earliest streaks of a dawn are to be looked for. 
A sort of kindergarten school is to be passed through. 
As some on earth, in olden time, were made to tarry in 
Jericho till their beard was grown, ere they entered 
Jerusalem, so the saved, on the threshold of their arrival 
above, will be halted. They have set firm foot in, 
and have become citizens of the Holy Land; but though 
in juxtaposition and communication with the higher 
heaven, their place for a longer or shorter season 
will be some outlying city, or round world, not the 
final New Jerusalem, city of the Great King. They 
will abide outside, in an ante-chamber as. it were, 
until their special ultimate place is provided, and the 
Master shall call for them. Not before will they ap- 
proach the great audience chamber and banqueting 
hall of Christ’s immediate presence. For the saved, 
though now pardoned of all their sins and regenerate, 
are and will be on passing hence possessed of only scant- 
iest knowledge of the realms above, and of life there. 
They have become used only to life in the flesh. So a 
house of detention is needed for them. This is found 
immediately just within the gates of pearl, where pro- 
vision is surely made for a new drill. 

A certain type and stage of spiritual attainment 
will, indeed, characterize redeemed souls on rising from 
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the earth at death. ‘To only see the kingdom of God 
above, this is necessary. But the preparation provided 
for and secured in the church militant does not give 
| fullest entrance on high. A further curriculum cannot 
be dispensed with. Something, and much, is left to 
be taught, and learned, and experienced, which cannot 
be done till the flood of death is passed. There are 
ways to be apprehended, and uses mastered, before 
strangers can be trusted to exercise the new functions 
above with safety and profit to themselves and others, 
before they can be turned loose on a country perfect 
as Eden, holy as heaven, transcendent as the skies. A 
robe, such as they have not worn here, must be first 
woven for those who, newly arrived, are to roam, in full 
liberty and extent, the Celestial Empire. Saints go 
hence, and especially some, too naked in mental, spirit- 
ual, social, economical, and all other furniture, for im- 
mediate presentation at Court. Nowhere, and by none, 
is the highest seat taken at once. Such a robe as the 
redeemed need cannot be prepared instantaneously. It 
is a work of time. Sudden changes are not made for 
them. A miracle will not be wrought. Nature there, 
_as here, must take its course. This established order 
will be followed on high. Preparation for citizenship 
in the skies is made not only by discipline requiring 
time, but must be done in that world itself, and not 
here; and there in a suburb. Knowledge, wisdom, and 
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adaptation to new surroundings, are acquirements made 


é 


by toil. They are necessarily a growth, not a spon- 
taneous manifestation. Only by such route as this can 
sinners of the dust rise to reign with Christ, mingle 
with the angels in the dominion, become meet com-~ 
panions for those who have gone before, and been can- 
nonized for ages. Distinction, so that this program 
shall not be followed by some favored ones, is not 
allowed in heaven. If it is, a middle wall of partition 
has been erected ; sects not intercommunicable are to be 
formed in glory; incipient grounds of revolution are 
fostered. But there is no antagonizing church or 
churches in heaven. That land is a homogeneous king- 
dom. 

Those who die infants, idiots, uncultured, un- 
lettered, we cannot think of as marching stalwart into’ 
heaven, or the next life, through some magical change. © 
It would be contrary to all analogy. Such, surely, as 
they cross the sill of eternity cannot be given the full 
freedom of the city of God. They are unfit, at least 
a: we count fitness, and cannot and will not rise at once — 
to fulness of stature, not having taken intermediate — 
steps, and leaping them at a bound. The ladder of 
ascent is traveled by steps. We dare not limit the Al- 
mighty, or council him. But we know, it has not been 
his method, heretofore, to make a full-grown world of 
men in a mass as he probably made Adam. The race of 
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mankind has come by accretion and growth. All crea- | 
tion and advance, so far as we know, is on this order:— 
first chaos, then Eden. The geologic ages only have 
brought the earth up to this present crust. Human, 
incompetent waifs, all of us in fact, must undergo a 
gradual change in knowledge and character, after death, 
before we shall enter, or can see the complete glory 
of the Lord. Christ in his human nature, mental and 
bodily, was made by steps. He grew in wisdom and 
stature. His status and glory has been achieved only 
by degrees. That there must be great changes made 
in and by us, not merely at death but after it, is certain. 
The only possible question is, Shall these changes be 
effected instantaneously or gradually brought about in 
the twinkling of an eye, or by first passing through a 
training in Abraham’s bosom, by a conscious working 
out of our own destiny in a primary sphere above, 
and under tutors and governors; God still “ working in 
us to will and to do of his good pleasure,” while we work 
out there as here “ our own salvation?” Until we have 
got beyond these new swaddling clothes, this new order 
of tutors and governors, our first inheritance, we surely 
shall not enter into the full liberty of the Sons of God. 
This is the foundation doctrine and teaching of this 
book, out of which it all grows, which, as we proceed, 
we shall attempt to establish as sound and incontrovert- 
ible, at least not to be overthrown where it may not 
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gain full assent. It is an hypothesis for a building, 
which will reach a capstone and, as we think, stand suc- 
cessfully all assault, for which we shall expand founda- 


tions and elaborate, in succeeding pages, an elevation. 
3 
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Where are the poets, unto whom belong 
The Olympian heights, whose singing shafts were sent 
Straight to the mark, and not from bows half bent, 
But with the utmost tension of the thong ? 
Where are the stately argosies of song, 
Whose rushing keels made music as they went 
Sailing in search of some new continent, 
With all sail set, and steady winds and strong? 
Perhaps there lives some dreamy boy, untaught 
In schools, some graduate of the field or street, 
Who shall become a master of the art, 
An admiral, sailing the high seas of thought, 
Fearless, and first, and steering, with his fleet, 
For lands not yet laid down in any chart ? 
—LONGFELLOW. 


Who is there that may set a bound to the powers of the 
human intellect or the human spirit ? 
yet, he may know some day. The splendid science of Astron- 
omy stands as a warning against the prejudice that would 
set up, as it were, intellectual ‘“ pillars of Hercules,” beyond 
which the inventiveness of man may not proceed. 
—J. E. C. WELLDON, 

In ‘‘ The Hope of Immortality.” 
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What man knows not > 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE EARLIEST LIFE OF HEAVEN IS SUGGESTED BY 
NATURE. 


‘¢ What if earth 
Be but the shadow of heaven, and things therein 
Each to other like, more than on earth is thought? ” 
THERE are types on earth of what will, we may sup- 
pose, and most likely, if not necessarily, attain in heaven. 
Where these analogies concern persons, it is not of 
their lives here, but as protracted and transported be- 
yond, rather. The individuals are the same in both 
worlds, and these presentations are at least strong | 
presumptive evidence. The nature and relationship of | 
man is not, in the main, changed by his transference to | 
the skies. His treatment and resultant experience must 
be adapted to the new clime and the occupations which 
will become his there; but these adaptations will be 
developed on the basis and along the lines of the nature 
and capacities he carries thither. No violence will be 
done his inherited constitution. If there were, his 
identity would be destroyed. Persons do not prepare 
here for what is to be carried out in another person 
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there. If, in some distant period, a man in heaven is 
tc be metamorphosed, both in his nature and in all that 
appertains to him, eliminating what traces of the earth 
may still be left him, it must be done so that his own 
proper person in its essential qualities shall remain. 
Otherwise another man would be rewarded, or deprived, 
and not his proper self. 

Analogies, such as we are now concerned with, are 
not, it is to be observed, to be pressed unduly. The 
natural is not to be projected into the spiritual life 
hastily. There is, however, little danger of mistake. 
Analogies are nature’s work of wide range; and their 
application is to be studied, and be thankful for, as 
great and plainest teachers. They suggest, wherever 
seen, what may take place, and be recognized in other 
worlds even. Each does not absorb its own solitary 
import. Its die is not broken. There are surely many 
presentations on earth which are a pattern of what 
takes place beyond the skies. They illustrate similar 
recurrences there. History and worlds move in cycles; 
not in identical reproductions, it may be, but in cor- 
respondences. So, when we see or experience it, we 
ean say, “ We have passed this way before; ” though 
form and complexion may have been changed, variations 
of one kind or another have been made, identity not 
having been destroyed. These analogies are an easy, 
quick, natural, efficient method of ‘helping us on in 
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our journey towards the future life, preparing us 
better for it. They are pictures of coming events 
and things, which our natural senses, newly set, trimmed 
and sharpened, may apprehend as teaching us what to 
expect in our future home. “ Coming events cast their 
shadows before.” 

These possible and probable analogies are numerous 
and varied. We are not dependent on some solitary 
one. They form of themselves a cumulative testimony 
and instruction. The earthly life of man, all animal 
and vegetable existence, the course of history, the cus- 
toms of society, the necessities of our being, every change 
of location made, and the workings of grace, so far as we 
know them, are to us symbols of what will be manifested 
in the future. Patterns of things in the heavens are 
all about us. These will not, of course, be exactly re- 
peated. Such monotony and setback will be prevented 
in us. Providence does not repeat itself. Creation 
does not duplicate her work. No human face, or voice, 
or life is reproduced in another. Identity of race is 
preserved. But the charm and uses of novelty are pro- 
vided for—the ennui of monotone is set back. There 
is no sameness in nature. What is said to have been 
the desire of the celebrated Benjamin Franklin for 
his life here will be realized above. Our life will be 
repeated, but in an improved, revised edition, as this 
philosopher would have liked. LEvery man will lead 
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his life over again, with its method improved, its 
trail advanced. ‘The old will be recognizable in the new 
edition. In essence, its analogical pattern of the earth 
will not have been destroyed. 

As foreshadowing man’s future, supplying foregleams 
of our life among the stars, we present the following: 

1. All men, of whatever grade or caste, enter the 
world by fcetal life. On arrival here they know 
nothing, and are unable to care for themselves. The 
uses of things have to be learned. They are dependent 
for the support of their lives, for clothing and shelter, 
and for watch-care, on mothers and fathers, nurses and 
friends. Hverything is strange to them; and they have 
to take the learner’s bench. This state continues for 
weeks, months and even years, ere they are able to care 
for themselves, and are fit to be trusted anywhere, or 
in anything alone. Their fcetal hfe gives them only a 
basis of possibilities. Instruction and development fol- 
low a slow growth, through personal exercise and the 
help of others. After this pattern, as out of the womb 
of their mother’s, men 0 forth out of mother earth, at 
death, into a new inheritance awaiting them. Infants 
and those of a slightly advanced age go no better pre- 
pared into another world than they come into this. 
They and those advanced by the culture of this life 
even are dependent, at first, on others. They have no 
need for a natural food, nor for clothing such as is used 
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or worn on earth; perhaps for none at all. But every- 
thing isnew. They carry with them into their changed 
circumstances nothing they can put to immediate and 
fullest use. They must be placed over again, for a 
longer or shorter period, in a nursery, for instruction | 
and exercise, ere independence can be given them. Their 
changed conditions require it. 

2 Those born into the world, and who have become 
advanced beyond nursery life, still need teachers and 
schools to fit them for the further duties of life here. 
So must it be on entering heaven. There is much for 
men even to learn and be taught there ere they can 
walk alone, however old, learned and experienced they 
may depart hence. Life yonder is so widely different, 
that instinct and previous culture here will not suffice 
for a proper start in it. Every one must submit to 
tutoring, and should any be destined to a higher sphere 
than common, they will need, and must have given them, 
a higher learning, a professional training, a special 
discipline, and an apprenticeship. This will require 
time, and must occupy the first years of novitiates. 
Preparation for our peculiar role there will not be 
attained at a bound, any more than it is here. Applica- 
tion, diligent, it may be severe, in a school, or shop, 
will be required, and overseers, teachers and guides will 
be appointed for us as needed. No man on earth how- 
ever full of knowledge, gifted, skilful and generally 
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experienced enters upon a new line of business for 
which he has not first acquired special knowledge and 
the aid, for a while, of a capable foreman. If he does, 
success is doubtful. The same laws rule in heaven and 
upon earth in this particular. With strong inherited 
capacity and special adaptedness, a man may develop 
there, as here, and close his first heavenly novitiate 
sooner than the less fortunate, and may be projected 
along a higher plane. But he cannot avoid some proper 
training. Men are not instinctive as ants and bees. 
Their range of action is vaster, and they are made de- 
pendent upon higher qualities and their discipline. If 
they were creatures of mere instinct, they would jump 
the gulf before them at once. It would be no impassable 
barrier to their future. A single instantaneous leap, 
would land them in the forefront. All, however, must 
become catechumens, under tutors and governors, until, 
by reason of strength, their senses have become ex- 
ercised to discern, and they have attained such profi- 
ciency that the time appointed by the Father for instal- 
lation in their inheritance having arrived, they shall 
enter in full “the joy of the Lord” and come to “ rule 


99 


over five and ten cities,” shining and differing ag stars. 

3. All animal and vegetable life is a growth. It 
begins in embryo and a seed. So is the kingdom of 
heaven on earth and in the resurrection. It is like, 


in both, as saith the Loid, to corn, which first shows 


Of the Redeemed After Death. 43 


“the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear,” 
or it is like, as saith the same authority, “to a grain 
of mustard seed,’ which from being “one of the 
smallest of seeds” becomes a tree, “in whose branches 
the birds of the air do lodge.” Nursery and field cul- 
ture is necessary to bring animals and vegetables to per- 
fection. So is it in the case of the higher creation, 
man, on earth,-and surely so in rzeaven. Change in 
surroundings and place will not bring change in nature 
or ability. These are back of all to abide and giow. 
Training to enter society, go to court, employ our 
various powers, according to our environment, make 
proper use of tools, is necessary now, and will further 
be hereafter. To receive this discipline we must go 
into the future state. It is not given here. Men do 
not carry hence what is necessary for expert action 
whither they go. The upper world is not so much the 
counterpart of this lower that, to fulfil its require- 
ments, no new equipment, no special teaching and 
study is needed. All that appertains to us in that world 
will be a growth. Without a nursery, school life and 
apprenticeship culture, no man will be fit for the full 
society of angels, or the spirits of just men made per- 
fect, or to go to court, or do the King’s work, as it 
should be done. 

4. History, too, is full of intimations that what we 


are describing must be man’s earliest life in heaven, 
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Adam and Eve, being created bodily, in full stature, 
were probably sufficiently developed in mind, morals 
and spirituality for the life and conditions in the midst 
of which they were first placed. But they were far, not- 
withstanding, from being perfectly developed, while 
all their descendants have had to pass through stages of 
stature and culture. We receive no such start as our 
first parents did. We have to follow the pattern of 
our race. Our first parents, however forward they 
might have been created, were still placed in Eden be- 
fore being sent into the wide, wide world. Here they 
were tutored. Moses, before he could lead Israel out of 
Egypt, had to spend, in preparation for this work, 
forty years in the land of bondage, and forty years in 
the land of Midian. The children of Israel, ere they . 
crossed over Jordan, and took possession of Canaan, had 
to undergo the preparation involved in forty years of 
toil and trial in the wilderness. Christ could not appear 
till after centuries of preparation had passed, and the 
ministry of John the Baptist had forerun him, when 
only “the fulness of time had come,” and the world 
was now fitted to receive him. And even when he did 
come, he could not enter upon his ministry at once, 
but was obliged to spend thirty years in a tuition. And, 
under the limitations of his human nature, he had to 
“orow in wisdom and stature.” He had, moreover, 
to be anointed first, at Jordan by the Father, and “ ful- 
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fil all righteousness,” and spend forty days in the 
wilderness tempted by the devil. 

Now all these are types, corresponding to which is 
the beginning of man’s life after death. Life there is 
a mystery, to encounter which successfully we must 
pass through toil and waiting within the borders of 
the land itself. These are symbols which may be relied 
upon as types of what transpires in connection with 
the life to come. It is by- such things that Christ has 
taught us the nature of the kingdom of heaven above. 
There is no way so effectual for teaching spiritual and 
heavenly truths. The most frequent utterance of our 
Lord was, “The kingdom of heaven is ltke.’ He 
abounded in analogical reasoning. “ Without a parable 


spake he not unto the people.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


SCRIPTURE TEACHING AS TO THE EARLY LIFE OF 
HEAVEN. 


PRELIMINARY to a statement of the express teaching 
of the Scriptures on our subject, we will consider what 
is the scope and design of these writings. Without an 
understanding of this more might be expected of them 
than they are designed to teach. And so doctrines 
plainly taught otherwise might be rejected or suspi- 
cioned. In general it is not to be expected of them, 
then, that they should comprehend everything. If 
they did this the world, or the whole universe, “ could 
not contain the books that should be written.” 

God is the author of nature as well as of the Bible, 
and of nature first. The latter is equally authoritative 
with the former. The Scriptures and nature, properly 
interpreted, are not at variance. Each is supple- 
mentary of the other. If nature teaches us any doctrine 
plainly, it is not necessary, or desirable, that the 
Scriptures should reiterate the teaching, or that they 
should expand it. They may allude to, and then con- 
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firm it; but this is all we are to expect. We may and | 
should look, therefore, to nature as well as the word | 
for enlightenment in heavenly doctrines; even as we | 
have done in the preceding chapter, and be content 
therewith. | 

The world has not been ripe for certain kinds and 
degrees of knowledge and it has been kept secret. In- 
spiration has not given it in the written word. Dis- 
covery of it in nature, or the reason of things, has not 
been made. When Christ, the great teacher, sent from 
God, who himself “knew all things,’ came, he spake 
“only as people had ears to hear.” Paul fed some 
“with milk” for they were not able to bear “ strong 
meat.” Scripture is written historically, and, through 
its history, doctrine is taught. Now, the written word is 
completed. But nature and history continue to enfold 
and teach doctrines. Discoveries of the future, and of © 
the upper world, and in the spiritual realm, where 
Scripture is silent, may be expected to be let forth out 
of these, through man’s better habit of observation and 
reasoning, and his preparedness to receive. It was 
never intended that the Scriptures should reveal mat- 
ters which, in process of time, as needed, or desirable, , 
might be independently discovered. Something even | 
of heaven and spiritual things may have been left for | 
future ages to explore and find. The Bible lays founda- 
tions for intellectual and spiritual action in its silences 
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and by refraining from interdiction. It is not to be 
supposed that an unfolding of all that was to be could 
have been committed with safety to men, in the undevel- 
oped, ignorant ages, when the Scriptures were written to 
people unprepared to receive them, who had enough 
other things to occupy them, and more rudimentary, as 
became them best, in whom the foundation for more 
advanced thought had not yet been laid. The thoughts 
of God, written out on parchment by human hands, 
are liable to be tinctured by man’s natural infirmities, 
clerically at least. But nature is as God made it, and 
is given us as a safe teacher. From it, we may, in these 
latter days, learn mysteries of the future, and the un- 
seen upper world, before we cross its threshold; such 
as are not revealed in the Scriptures, and which have 
been kept for this present time. These may afford 
only glimmerings of light, and may be even extra-scrip- 
tural, yet it will not be presumptuous to accept and 
follow them. ‘There is no hight but of God, “ God is 


light.” No ignus fatuuses can necessarily float around 


“Sur mental and spiritual vision, if the soul be pure and 


earnest, prayerful and competent. Christ will not 
allow it. The Spirit is given to lead into all truth. 
But though, therefore, the Scriptures may not teach 
us everything, as to our subject, that we would like 
to know, and that nature and reason does, they teach us 
much, and their teaching is clear, authoritative and 
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sure, far as the same goes, and we will gladly accept, 
study, and cherish what they hint on the subject of this 
treatise as “the true sayings of God,” original or con- 
firmatory. Some of these passages we will now spread 
forth as intended to be, suggestive of facts, or corrob- 
orative of other sources of instruction. 

1. Those who die in infancy, whether born of Chris- 
tian parents or unbelievers, of votaries of a false re- 
ligion, or of no religion at all, the Scriptures surely 
teach us do not perish, but go into heaven. Now, it 
cannot be thought that they go thither in any other 
than their present development. And on arrival, it can- 
not be expected that any magical change is wrought, 
making them men and women, at once, of full stature 
in body and mind, understanding and affection. Is it 
not most probable that they are gradually developed, 
and much in the same way as here? They cannot be 
able to take care of themselves, and inherit the land 
above, in its fullest, immediately on their arrival, any 
more than they were able to do so below. Mere tran- 
sition cannot work so marvelous a change. Nor could 
it be a wise, conservative economy, to give this ability 
to them, without their co-operation and an intermediary 
regimen. That they go into heaven, as infants, is man- 
ifest from this statement of the Lord: “ Of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Their life must be a nursery 


one, therefore, a continuance of life as they had begun 
4 
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it on earth. For a season, they must be under nurses 
and teachers who will care for them. Heaven is large- 
ly made up of these persons who are spending their first 
years of life. Fifteen millions of infants or children 
under five years of age die every year. Of these 
little ones there must be a _ prodigious number, 
gathered in children’s homes or farmed out, in heaven 
as the years roll on. It cannot be supposed that there 
are less than innumerable millions. And they at least 


must be in a species of nursery and undergoing school- . ~ 


ing and a new training. This is their first life. 

2. Not only do infants first pass through a nursery 
life after death, but all the.redeemed do the same, the 
Scriptures surely teach. All men, it is written, “ must 
be born again,’ or they cannot see the Kingdom of 
God. This new life is begun here; but it is not fully 
developed. With many it has only dawned below. 
They die in its early inception; the grace becoming 
theirs, perhaps, only on their death beds, when no 
knowledge or exercise for its development has been 
given, or possible. Is not this Scripture proof that 
men, even of the most advanced age, must go into a 
nursery after entering their next world? Will not this 
be indispensable for further nourishment of their new 
life? Can they be put to work, and receive full lberty 
without first passing through this regimen? Exercise 
in the open field of heaven might afford knowledge— 
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teach what is just there, and work holiness. But is 
there not “a more excellent way,” in first strengthening 
and proving these regenerate ones by a gradual process? 

3. Idiots and lunatics, men of perverse understand- 
ing, action and affection become penitents, and go to 
heaven, we all conceive. Must not their first lives after 
death, more than most men, necessarily be in a nur- 
sery, or sort of hospital? They surely cannot enter 
heaven full fledged, having received no requisite prep- 
aration here. As Christ healed many such on earth, 
so he must and will heal others like them beyond the 
grave. His work here was typical of what he does 
there more completely. Then beyond this healing, they 
must spend some time in receiving an increase of knowl- 
edge and of grace, fitted to their individual and new 
conditions. | 

4. The Scriptures teach us that there are guardian 
spirits of men—“ ministering spirits sent forth to min- 
ister to those who shall be heirs of salvation.” These 
heavenly ones, beginning their offices for Christians in 
this world, cannot surely have exhausted their work 
upon their reaching their very first years of life in heaven. 
Can they part with their charges on the borders of the 
new land, when and where their services will be most 
needed? Will they give their beneficiaries over to 
others even, when they, of all others, must be best 
qualified to give what is required? All appointments 
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in heaven must proceed according to the fitness of its 
subjects, and the needs of that world. In order to pass 
in, and advance, something more is necessary than to 
have a sort of political “pull,” or “see a cop.” We 
must continue in alliance with and under the tutoring 
and surveillance, surely, of these ministering spirits, at 
least in part, for some time after passing over Jordan. 
5. The redeemed are represented by our Lord as pass- 


> carried 


ing first, after death into “ Abraham’s bosom,’ 
thither “by the angels.” Does not this plainly teach 
us that those who die in the Lord are, on their first en- 
trance into heaven, cared for by others, to whom they 
are specially committed; or at least, in an apartment 
set aside for them by itself, where they will be minis- 
tered unto? 

6. Those who go before us into heaven, the Scrip- 
tures further teach, “receive into everlasting habita- 
tions ” those who follow after. This surely is a distinct 
intimation that such fresh entrants need and receive the 
hospitality of their forerunners; and not only this, but 
their aid also. | 

7. Angels of the redeemed are said to “ always behold 
the face of the heavenly Father.” This may refer 
primarily to their care for their interests, as the Lord 
commands and upholds in this world, while they re- 
main. But this surely is only a prelude to a continued 
mission and work they are to do for them, in the world 
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to come, as still necessary. Our angels can never be 
thought of as carrying us out of our homes here, and 
setting us down amoung strangers, in a strange realm, 
and then abandoning us as foundlings. No. They 
must still remain with us as helpers to an advance. 

8. Advanced Christians in the kingdom of heaven on 
earth are said to be “ under tutors and governors ”; and 
the law is described “‘ as a schoolmaster,” with the use 
ag bringing men to Christ.” This continues through 
their life below. And when they enter heaven, being 
yet children, as it were, only of a larger growth, they 
must still be subject, it is reasonable to conclude, to 
tutors and governors, though of another order, possibly 
for their advance under new conditions. | 

9. There are in heaven, the Scriptures affirm, vari- 
ous spheres of activity for the redeemed. In that 
world, “they rest not day nor night.”” Those gathered 
from the earth “rest from their earthly labors,” in- 
deed ; but they take up new and other employ. But to 
fill these successfully entrants must need special prep- 
aration, such as can only be given them in their first 
years above. 

10. Christ went, the New Testament affirms, and 
“preached unto the spirits in prison.” Herein we are | 
surely pointed to.some intermediate state, where fur- 
ther preparation than this world affords is given, in- 
tended for administering later entrance into the pene- 
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tralia, “the holiest of all,’ heaven itself; and so to a 
sort of nursery, school, or college, apprentices’ shop, or 
professional gymnasium, where a certain curriculum 
was to be mastered by which these spirits were to be 
perfected. 

11. Saints are said to be, after death, “kings and 
priests unto God,” and “rulers over cities.” But such 
offices they cannot be expected to fill with acceptance, 
until a period of special tutoring for and acquirements 
by them has been passed through, and they are proved. 
A child, or ignorant, faithless man is not fit to rule on 
earth; least of all can such be trusted with authority in 


2? 


heaven. “ Woe unto the people,” it is written, “ whose 
king is a child.” Officers in a church below are re- 
quired to be “taught in the word,” and “ first proved.” 
To enter heaven’s portals only; men must have shown 
themselves “ good and faithful servants”; much more 
must they to enter the full “joy of their Lord.” 

12. If there be an Intermediate State called Para- 
dise, which seems to be the case, into which the re- 
deemed enter, as their first place after death, it cannot 
be aught else than a temporary abode where they will be 
prepared for a still loftier home. 

13. The groaning, prayers and waiting of the mar- 
tyrs, spoken of in the book of Revelations, suggests this 
theory, or hypothesis, of a nursery state to account for 
their experience this way, even that they are under- 
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going a further preparation, before being called to “ the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

14. That the first years of the redeemed after death 
are spent, as a preparatory period for a higher state and 
rewards, is a teaching of several of our Lord’s parables 
alluded to in a preceding chapter, as when he saith, 
“the kingdom of heaven is like leaven,’ “like the 
growth of corn, first the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear,” “like a grain of mustard seed, 
which when cast onto the ground, after it has sprouted, 
becomes a huge tree.” The first application of these 
parables is doubtless found in the growth and expan- 
sion of the kingdom of heaven on earth, and both in the 
indwidual and at large. But it is as surely found in 
’ that growth and expansion beyond the flood of death, 
not only in general, but in each individual soul and life. 
And it is, as a necessary preparation for a career, as 
advanced beyond Paradise as heaven is beyond that first 
world or state entered at death. 

Here are fourteen distinct Scripture proofs, “line 
upon line,” of an intermediate refining of men, passed 
through, before they reach the highest heaven, and 
taste the first fruitage of the kingdom there. Are 
these not sufficient to establish our position as Scrip- 
ture doctrine? One passage should be, if irrefragable. 
How much more all these combined. And when to these 
are added the arguments from nature that have been 


ward ve us, Het the an are ial 7 
whelming, that the highest heaven is entere d 


through nursery portals. Dan 
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OHA PIUR: VI: 
NECESSITY AND REASON AS CONFIRMATORY. 


THERE is, in the nature of the case, not probability 
simply, but necessity, for some such regimen ag we are 
suggesting, and contending for, a training school as 
part of the first life of heaven. 

The inhabitants of that world, long resident and ad- 
vanced, would surely be disturbed in their enjoyments, 
by the constant and free intermingling with them of 
persons illiterate and uncultured, uncouth in their 
manners, and in various other ways, perhaps, uncon- 
genial. Like oil and water, it would be impossible for 
such to mingle without forcing nature. An infliction 
of such persons, in full force, on the established ad- 
vanced, refined society of the skies will not, therefore, 
we may feel assured, be allowed, until they have be- 
come prepared for such society. Imperfect develop- 
ment, in mental, social and spiritual life, must operate, 
for a while, as a bar against, or a gulf of separation. 
Neither party, perhaps, would desire to mingle with 
each other. It would not make, but unmake home for 
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them, lower their happiness. I resh arrivals, conscious 
of their need of further preparation, would surely 
experience a delicacy about, and a shrinking from, being 
thrust upon the old inhabitzrnts, immediately on ar- 
rival, and before they nad learned the ways of the land. 
Until, therefore, they have obtained a proper knowl- 
edge of, and exercise in, the rdle they are to fill, they 
will not be admitted any more than, under like cir- 
cumstances, men are admitted to society here. This we 
cannot but acknowledge to be right, and will fully ac- 
quiesce in; until “the due time” shall arrive, when 
we shall be called higher and into full fellowship with 
the redeemed who have gone before; we passing through 
what they before us have done. 

That the differences between this world and the next 
cannot but require a change in the conduct of its new- 
est inhabitants, from what attains here, is self-evident. 
It needs no testimony. When we go to Rome, we must 
do as the Romans do. So if we go and dwell in heaven 
we must act in consonance with its citizens; not follow 
our own ways. ‘To do this, however, reason teaches us, 
we must inevitably pass through changes and prepara- 
tion, not only in this world, but further, when we ar- 
rive thither. We must be robed; put on a wedding gar- 
ment for going in unto the King in the highest heaven 
If we venture without a beginning of preparation here, 
we shall be met at the gates of Paradise, and “ bound 
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hand and foot, and be cast into outer darkness.” We 
must prepare on earth for this outer-porch. But we 
can provide for no further, now. We must stop here 
and take in fresh garniture, for a further advance to be 
made. The porch must be entered before the temple, 
the port before we can tread the shore. And it is only 
there, not here, that we can gird ourselves for the jour- 
ney. There is no teacher of this first graduate curricu- 
lum, to be found below. The healing physicians for 
this are all on the other side of Jordan. The requisites 
for a progressive march can only be given in the land 
itself. Scrutiny of the saints will there be made, and 
deficiencies corrected, and new views taken in by the 
matriculants. This is heaven’s order, and for this very 
purpose, and begun before any man can be placed 
among the immortals. There can be no stepping over 
the entrance, and succeeding lines, without compliance 
with the law of quarantine, which is inexorable. It 
will not be suspended to accommodate any one. No 
guilty bribe can buy out this law. MHeaven’s life is 
more than ritual and worship. If it were not, we might 
enter on its fulness immediately, and enjoy it fully, 
as well as the most expert and accustomed. But 
heaven is a new and wide creation for us. “ Behold, I 
make all things new,” is the utterance respecting it and 
its inhabitants, made by the master of the country. 
Life there is the highest philosophy of living. It is 
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enjoyed through our present faculties. But these must 
be quickened for the purpose. And the requirements 
made of us can be learned only by diligent teaching, 
and study above. 

That a school of drill, such as we indicate, is neces- 
sary, and, therefore, must be expected, if favoritism 
and caste is to be abolished, and if a reasonable homo- 
geneity and union is to be established between the in- 
habitants of heaven, is manifest from the character, va- 
riety and extent of the divergencies which exist in this 
lifa, in age, tribe, race, national peculiarities, in cus- 
toms and habits, in differences of character, attain- 
ments and aspirations, and naturally engendering un- 
congeniality. Christians carry with them into the skies 
more or less of these; and must they not operate injuri- 
ously, until those customs of theirs, which are inimical 
to general society, are thoroughly overcome, by instruc- 
tion, longer or shorter? 

Men cannot come into this world without the ‘nia 
mediaries of infancy, childhood and youth. Adam and 
Eve alone were so produced. All their descendants have 
had to pass through these stages. None since have ap- 
peared, as they did, or as Minerva was fabled to have 
done, “full armed from the head of Jupiter.” So it 
is natural to suppose it will be in the world to come. 
Its denizens must surely pass through something cor- 
responding to these stages, and the further changes 
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they include. What we have learned in this world that 
is right, and what has become good habit with us, will 
not be left behind, indeed, or lost. They will be pre- 
served, and help us on. But they will not suffice to 
rank us with the inhabitants who have gone before. 
' They can only operate as a. basis for an advance, a new 
dawn and growth, suited to the greatly changed cir- 
cumstances in which we shall find ourselves. We shall 
not need to be made entirely new. But we must be 
changed, and gradually, by the operations of Providence 
and Grace, which must be continued to us; and through 
new and varied instrumentalities. 

A place is prepared for the redeemed in heaven. 
Christ has gone thither for this purpose. Must not, 
then, the redeemed themselves be prepared for that 


place? Now, we are ‘ 


‘not like Jesus,” “as every one 
can see.” We must be, however. But as we are not 
thus made completely in this life, this work must be ac- 
complished in us, in the life to come, and, of course, 
during its .irst years. The laws, order and etiquette of 
the upper world are not promulgated in advance. No 
great object lessons that suffice are afforded us now. 
Our teachers here do not begir this work for us. Teach- 
ers are in waiting for us beyond the flood. We have 
enough here and now of this world to occupy our 
thoughts, feelings and labors, in temporal and also in 
spiritual matters taught us, without, in addition, mak- 
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ing complete preparation for the full life of heaven. 
The attention required for this would interfere with 
the important duties confessedly belonging to this 
world and would embarrass us. What we are called to 
now is laying foundations for entering Paradise, where 
only a more special preparation for our final abode, 
heaven, will be made. It is on this paradisaical life that 
a still further work is to be built for that higher life. 
This reason, and necessity, teaches us, we say, will be 
done, only in the skies, and during the first years of 
life there. Blessed will they be who shall obtain this 
first initiation in a high degree. It will ensure their 
future glory. 


The Holy Book, like the eighth sphere, does shine 
With thousand lights of truth divine ; 

So numberless the stars, that to the eye 
It makes but all one galaxy ; 

Yet reason must assist, too ; for, in seas 
So vast and dangerous as these, 

Our course by stars above we cannot know 
Without the compass, too, below. 


Though reason cannot through faith’s mysteries see, 
It sees that there and such they be; 
Leads to heaven’s door, and there does humbly keep, 
And there through chinks and keyholes peep ; 
Though it, like Moses, by a sad command 
Must not come into the Holy Land, 
Yet thither it infallibly does guide, 
And from afar ’tis all descried. 
—ABRAHAM COWLEY. 
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PART II. 


PARADISE. 


Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me, 

And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea: 


But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound or foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 


Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark ! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When I embark : 


For though from out our bourne of time and place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face, 
When I have crossed the bar. 
—ALFRED TENNYSON, 
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CHAPTER I. 


ENTRANCE ON, AND FIRST EXPERIENCES OF, PARADISE 5 
OR, THE NURSERY FOR HIGHEST HEAVEN, 


My thoughts on entrance to, and first experiences of, 
the life of the redeemed after death, in Paradise, may 
have come to me, as it were, in dreams and visions. 

till, I have found they were “not alla dream.” So I 
have gathered confidence, remembering, too, that dreams 
do come true, and visions are realized, that angels have 
spoken to men, and God has revealed himself, in dreams 
and visions in the past, and that the Spirit is promised 
“to lead into all truth.” 

Musing on things to come, I have seen that even “ as 
the tree falls so it lieth,” so I have concluded that as 
‘men die they begin their new life beyond—as life is. 
dropped by them so it is taken up again above. 

I saw in my musings that men died with a tinge of 
sinfulness in action, and even in nature and feeling; 
but that they rise in heaven to newness of life over 
this, that their start there is an advance over the re- 
generation they had experienced on earth, yet that it 
was not perfect, in its results in sanctification. With 
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the sloughing off of the body, I saw, and could not 
doubt, but that really and more completely all ten- 
dency to sin had been removed, but that still there was 
required the continued intervention and influence of 
the Spirit of God, to keep them in the paths of recti- 
tude. In this I am still more confirmed, on remember- 
ing the case of the fallen angels, beings of heaven, “ who 
kept not their first estate,’ and were hurled thence into 
a bottomless abyss. 

All new entrants from the earth are brought in by 
the angels. These notable beings do this work of Christ 
for his redeemed. They well know the way to and 
from the earth, having often traveled it; and they have 
such discernment of and mastery over it that they 
need not to carry chart, or guide, or weapons of defense, 
or any instrument as necessary to facilitate and protect 
their journeyings. Their path may lay through thun- 
derings and lightnings, thickest fog, hail or rain, win- 
ter’s snows and summer’s suns. But these retard not, 
nor inconvenience. The greatness of these convoyers 
allay the fears, and raise the confidence of the saints. 
The angels speak comfortably unto them on the way. 

As each of those who had inhabited the earth, en- 
tered their new home above, I observed in my dream 
that feelings of wonder, awe and bewilderment, yet of 
delight, characterized them. So great was the glory 
which dawned upon them, even in this ante-chamber, to 
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which only they had come, I saw that it was almost 
blinding at first. I saw, too, that this was natural, and 
might have been expected, in some measure. ‘T'he ex- 
perience was such as their eyes had not seen, neither 
their ears heard. Though God and the Lamb were un- 
seen by them, they knew that they were in their near 
presence, and in that of many angels, and of redeemed 
ones, who had gone before. Several of these latter kept 
coming, as visitors from highest heaven, who were of 
long and high standing—as Adam and Eve, Moses and 
Paul. 

In the vision I had there was revealed to me various 
wards, as it were, in which the new comers were placed 
according to their condition. One was a nursery, into 
which all infants were ushered. Here, in some in- 
stances, mother and babe met. ‘Then there were hospi- 
tals, or asylums into which the insane and idiotic were 
conducted to be healed of their maladies or the con- 
sequences of them. There were schools also into which | 
they were afterwards put. Places I saw were, indeed, 
provided for all the mentally, morally, socially, eco- 
nomically, or otherwise specially deficient; to be held 
there until such time as they should have overcome evil 
habits, and shortcomings, and had established for them- 
selves, for the still newer abode into which they were 
afterwards to come, a character invulnerable. 


With these, the angels, who had brought them out of 
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their earthly abode into this new one, dwelt for a sea- 
son. They left them not till they had seen them com- 
fortably housed, and settled, and taught and confirmed. 

Both parties, the convoyers and the convoyed, needed 
repose and recreation on arrival. Considerable time had 
been consumed in making the journey though the angels 
plied swiftest pinions. Their course had lain through, 
to the redeemed, strange, before untraveled regions. 
The rest, however, which they now took was not such as 
mortals ordinarily require. Immortal spirits never tire. 
In a certain sense, “ they rest not, day nor night.” They - 
have no need. But these, fresh from the earth and its 
death throes, took, as becoming them, seeming rest, lay- 
ing prone under as it were trees of beauty which gave 
shade and fragrance, by the river of life, or by a crystal 
sea. As for the convoying angels, after they had seen 
their charges properly provided for, they were liberated, 
and went forth on new errands of strength and love, re- 
turning to the earth again, roaming the celestial spheres, 
not forgetting, however, in this, or forsaking those whom 
they had already led into Paradise. 

The highest heaven, I soon saw, had not been entered 
by these new citizens of the skies. They were, as yet, 
only in the suburbs “ waiting for the Adoption.” For 
such a place only as that where they now were had 
they been qualified for on earth. Here they were to be 
taught the rudiments of life in the new Jerusalem. 
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As infants on earth are fed with milk, so correspond- 
ingly I saw little ones were in this first upper abode. 
Somewhat in this same way I saw that all were, what- 
ever their age or attainments. And this, I now re- 
membered, was the treatment to be expected, from what 
analogies the Scriptures and reason had shadowed forth 
to me. I called to mind also that this was the 
method adopted by the Great Teacher, in the way he 
chose on earth—that he spake to men only “as they 
were able to bear it.” This I concluded was the normak 
mode of conducting life everywhere. For teachers 
above and teachers below to pursue any other course I 
felt would be as “casting pearls before swine.” ‘There 
came also fresh to me the words which Paul had writ- 
ten to his Corinthian brethren: “I have fed you with 
milk, and not with strong meat, for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it.” By these recollections I became 
more and more confirmed in the belief, that what I 
saw or imagined was not all a dream, but that it was a 
true vision. 

While Adam and Eve, I remembered, had started on 
_ their course in this world fully equipped for hfe—that 
their career was not commenced as infants’ are—yet I . 
knew that their start, advanced as it was, had not suf- 
ficed, so that they needed no further tutoring. They re- 
quired something still they had not got. And for lack 
of this, to impart strength and build them up until they 
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might be able to walk alone, they plunged themselves 
‘and all of us into sorrow and guilt, and all those evils 
which ever result from God’s withdrawal. They fell, 
as unguarded little ones. Their advantages were beyond 
our common lot. But “the serpent beguiled them,” 
notwithstanding; and God withdrew his presence. 
Kiven so, I concluded, it was necessary to have teachers 
and guardians for any commencing a new life above— 
that advanced as they might be on entering, they needed 
some one to teach and shield and guide and keep them 
from the fate of Adam and Eve; required an ally in 
some extraneous power. And this, I saw, was given to 
every one in the first years of the life of heaven. And 
until they had passed their season of training none were 
introduced at court or entered society at large, or 
assumed an occupation, or had a separate, permanent 
home of their own, but were kept in their proper outer 
court, waiting and learning, and being initiated into the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God, as it is in the higher 
heaven. As children are not introduced at court on 
earth till they are grown in wisdom and stature, as 
women await age before being introdueed into society, 
as property and the sole control of business is held back 
from youth until they have learned how to use money 
and take care of trusts, and to conduct undertakings 
successfully; so I now saw it was with each entering 
heaven. All passed through a period of tutoring, ac- 
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cording to the necessities of their age or previous life, 
until proved fit for the inheritance to be bestowed, and 
the station they were to occupy. 

A system of grading I saw was in operation accord- 
ing to the different stages of development which, 
through faithful application, each had reached and as 
their prevailing tastes, dispositions, natural capacities 
and aptitudes suggested as proper. This was done both 
before and after they had been assigned to special 
teachers, and had pursued their special studies. This 
was, that none in after life should find that they had 
mistaken their calling. Each was faithfully guided to 
his proper niche, through instruction imparted. So all 
became perfectly satisfied with their allotments. The 
measure of each was filled to its utmost capacity. 

While ail had died, male or female, I saw that none 
so entered Paradise or Heaven. The mental, social, 
spiritual, economical characteristics, indeed, of each re- 
mained, and these I learned were to be perpetuated as 
needed, to form the ideal society and economy of 
heaven, and to preserve the identity of the individual. 
But the sensual part of each was obliterated. It was a 
beautiful sight to witness and contemplate, men and 
women, boys and girls glorified in their normal, proper 
natures, where “there is neither male nor female, but 
all are one in Christ Jesus.” Thus it became manifest 
to me that, as there was to be an end of the human 
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tace on earth, so was there to be in heaven, not in its 
destruction, but only in the further extension of num- 
bers, unless, indeed, in the advances of the future we 
should each become creators; only in a godlike manner. 

A very agreeable feature of this halting place on the 
outskirts of heaven witnessed by me was the hearty 
welcome accorded to each new-comer on arrival and ever 
afterwards. Some of the greeters and the greeted 
might, I thought, have “fallen out by the way” on 
earth and died unreconciled to each other, at least so 
far as knowledge of this was possessed by others, or 
even one another. But now they were evidently one. 
Grace had triumphed over evil natures. The uncon- 
genial had become congenial, or were in process of trans- 
formation. A formal welcome to novitiates was every- 
where manifest. The whole region was festooned with 
its marks. Hach saw in the other the elect of God, 


called, chosen and precious. And they recognized vast 


potentialities and increasing in one another. 

Society in Paradise I perceived was constantly chang- 
ing. However it might have been with those who had 
“died in the Lord,” before his ascension, when he be- 
came “the first fruits of them that slept,” those now 
in the middle kingdom, as other new ones entered, were 
constantly taking their exit for a higher state of being. 
They became graduates of the place, having finished 
their preparation course, and mounted into the heaven 
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of heavens, to which, in due time, all those left behind 
were to follow. 

Immediately on their arrival in Paradise, their first 
state after death, these new-comers met with some 
whom, they had known on earth—parents, children 
brothers, sisters, pastors and others—who had been to 
them near and dear friends below. Some of them had 
died only a few days or weeks apart. There was found 
in that new world of theirs what corresponds to in- 
telligence offices and bulletin boards with us on earth. 
Many of those who had gone before had not yet passed 
into the higher heavens, but were still in their first halt- 
ing ground. It required very little search to find these, 
so perfect is the system established there for the dis- 
covery and recognition of old friends. Sometimes 
these predecessors were forward to find and greet those 
fresh brought up, expecting to gather the latest news 
of their now far-off, old country. Great men of the 
ages well known in history, occasionally, I learned, visit- 
ed Paradise, from the higher heavens, into which they 
had passed, cheering the novices and strangers, in 
their “ wayside inn” by giving them some little fore- 
saste of better things to come. Such were Moses, Elias, 
Paul, Peter, Augustine, Calvin, Luther, Wesley and 
ythers of like exalted and savory character. Even 
Christ himself drew near and walked with some of these 


‘rophies of his grace and love; as he did with two “on 
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the way to Emmaus,” tarrying with them for a while, 
then vanishing, after he took the bandage from their 
eyes, and made himself known. 

In such experiences they realized what they had often 
so hopefully anticipated, as led on by the poet to ex- 
pect— 3 

‘* Somewhere in the realms eternal, 
In the mist of years to be, 
In the silence, in the shadows, 
Wait their loving hearts for thee ; 
Somewhere in the beckoning heavens, 
Where they know as they are known, 
Are the empty arms above thee 
That shall clasp thee for their own.” 

Entertainments, I discovered, were given in this new 
world, spectacular, oratorical and dramatic. The stage 
is vast, the scenery the finest, the orchestra grand, the 
impersonations perfect, the audience without limit, yet 
not strangers to each other. Some of these entertain- 
ments were plain and simple; others elaboraté. But all 
were adapted to tastes and ends. One I saw was in- 
tended to comfort those lately arrived. It was a sort of 
panorama of the land, consisting of recitals, by angels, 
of the pleasantness of the country. These flew through 
the heavens, one after the other, flashing, at brief in- 
tervals, messages of cheer. It was a happy experience 
to those who had just left home and friends and familiar 
scenes, to enter a land untraveled and untried. The 


following were some of the cries: 
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“There is no night here.” 

“There are no rude alarms of foes in this world.” 

““In these regions sickness is unknown.” 

“There is no sorrow, nor crying here.” 

“There shall be no more dying.” 

“They shall hunger no more, neither shall they thirst 
any more.” 

“There shall nothing enter here that defileth or 
maketh a lie.” 

“ Neither care nor trouble invades this place.” 

“The former things are done away.” 

“Tere are pleasures for evermore.” 

After this representation by angels, a company of 
the redeemed followed, with trumpet and viol and harp, 
_ and a choir of song, and they cried: 

“‘ Blessed are ye who shall now sit down to the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb.” 

** Welcome, all, to these Elysian shades.” 

“Give praise and glory to Him who Fath loved you, 
and washed you from your sins.” 

Then they all communed one with another. There 
were no formalities. None were ill at ease. Mightily 
divergent, they were yet all one family. 

When I had witnessed all this I was overwhelmed 
with the glory of what lay before the saints; and I 
said to one of the angels standing by me: 

“Oh, that the dwellers upon earth, who are Chris- 
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tians, only knew what was constantly transpiring here, 
the things they may expect to realize at the close of 
their earthly career, it would surely make them long to 
be here. Their bed, when afterwards they should come 
to die, would feel “soft as downy pillows are”; and 
they would shout, ecstatic as their feet approached the 
river that hes between: 
** Come, come, angel bands, 

And bear me away 

On your snowy wings 

To my eternal home.” 


Still, we would say: 


“* My Jesus, as thou wilt.” 


When on my day of life the night is falling, 

And in the winds from unsunned spaces blown 
I hear far voices out of darkness calling 

My feet to paths unknown, 


Thou who hast made my home of life so pleasant, 
Leave not its tenant when its walls decay ; 

O Love Divine, O Helper ever present, 
Be Thou my strength and stay ! 


Be near me when all else is from me drifting : 

Earth, sky, home’s pictures, days of shade and shine, 
And kindly faces to my own uplifting 

The love which answers mine. 


I have but Thee, my Father! let Thy spirit 
Be with me, then, to comfort and uphold ; 

No gate of pearl, no branch of palm I merit, 
Nor street of shining gold. 


Suffice it if—my good and ill unreckoned, 

And both forgiven through Thy abounding grace— 
I find myself by hands familiar beckoned 

Unto my fitting place: 


Some humble door among Thy many mansions, 
Some sheltering shade where sin and striving cease, 
And flows forever through heaven’s green expansions 
The river of thy peace. 


There, from the music round about me stealing, 
I fain would learn the new and holy song, 
And find at last beneath Thy trees of healing 
The life for which I long. 
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 
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CHAPTER II. 


e 
THE TABERNACLE OF THE REDEEMED SOUL IN ITS FIRST 
LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE. 


INHABITANTS of the earth, when they go .nto Para- 
dise, do not enter there, in their old, or natural bodies, 
in any sense. These, to which they had become accus- 
tomed, are left entirely behind. Being what they are, 
and have been, they could hardly exist, however, with- 
out a body of some kind. So they are provided with a 
new tabernacle. If this were not so, great violence, ap- 
parently, must be done to their natures, and their rea- 
sonable identity be completely destroyed. 

Where, when, and how they obtained their new bodies 
was not seen by me in my dreams. As some were 
brought in by the angels, | watched their appearance. 
It was evident they did not receive their new robing in- 
side the gates, after their arrival. They could not 
either have grown on them by the way. As their cloth- 
ing upon them was not an after thought, their new 
bodies were a mystery to me, until I made an inquiry, 
when I was told that they were an evolution from the | 
old earth bodies, and that in the article and moment of 


death, unseen to others, the soul and a new and spir- | 
6 | 
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itual body were combined. This I could see, at once, 
was reasonable. If this were not so must not the souls 
of saints. after death, be chained, for a longer or 
shorter time, to a corpse, or else become wandering 
shades without rest—left in the midst of trouble— 
kept from their celestial abode; a state we can hardly 
imagine? This robing was instantaneous as the 
breath left the body; and the transit to Paradise was 
made immediately, even before any disposition could be 
made of the mortal remains. 

This evolution of the new corporeal man from the 
old struck me forcibly, particularly on its first incep- 
tion. I knew, indeed, that while the bodily man of 
the earth was a decaying structure, “the inner man was 
renewed day by day.” But the evolutionary process, in 
the generation of a needed new body for heaven, had 
not been a subject of experience, observation, or of faith 
with me. Now, however, I saw this was the philosophy 
of becoming, possibly throughout the universe, and in 
an extensive variety of subjects. Here the finger of God 
was plainly to be seen. The new heavenly vehicles of 
earthly souls are a provision of the Father of all, made 
through natural means, as it pleases him, imperceptibly 
and instantaneously, or, perhaps, gradually and slowly; 
in any case carrying to human eyes all the mystery 
of a. miracle. 

As the exceptionally beautiful in human form on 
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earth engages attention, so do the new forms of the 
saints in Paradise; especially when first beheld. I 
could not cease gazing on them. It was a pleasure to 
do so. I stood in awe and wonder at the thought of the 
strength, agility, density, size, composition, complexion, 
powers of locomotion, convertibility, indestructibility 
and mode of connection and communication with the 
outside world, of these spiritual bodies. They con- 
tinued long to excite my admiration, surprise, joy, con- 
tentment and longing; I being inspired with eagerness 
for and a hope of possessing some day a like body my- 
self. Whether, in all this experience I was “ in the body 
or not, I know not.” But of one thing I am certain, I 
was not of the heavenly throng itself, but merely a 
looker on. And when I thought thereon, I wept. 
Some of the functions of the earthly body, I saw, or 
learned, were abrogated as unbecoming, or unnecessary, 
such as feeling, generation, clothing and sleep. Animal | 
nature has ceased, and “‘ the new man in Christ Jesus” 
is insensible to torrid heat, or frigid cold, changes of 
temperature, raging tempests, furious winds, pelting 
storms of rain and hail and snow or coals of fire. 
Tailors, dressmakers, milliners, bootmakers, manufac- 
turers of various ware, find no place in heaven. No 
factory for the make, no shops for the sale, of imple- 
ments are there. No kind of business is carried on, 
such as earthly bodies occasion and must have. There 
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is no need, in the spirit land, of cars drawn by steam 
locomotives or operated by electricity, or boats pro- 
pelled by wind or other power. No workmen are needed 
to build or run these. Animal service is unknown. 
But little of the economy of the earth survives. All 
things are renewed or changed. The influences’ of grav- 
ity is not felt by spiritual bodies. Strides from pole 
to pole, descents from heaven and mounting back 
again, are made with the rapidity of light, or the elec- 
tric current. 

Size and features vary, as on earth. But there are 
no dwarfs, no infant of days, no monstrosities, when 
the new life becomes perfected. Up to a certain stage, 
bodies undeveloped grow and comeliness heightens. 
Neither saints nor angels have true wings. The spir- 
itual body has senses, particularly sight and hearing, 
and the range of these organs is wonderful. 

What had come to the Saints in Christian honor, in 
their passage through this world, was, I saw, known and 
read of all in heaven. Christ had carried with him 
“the print of the nails in his hands, and of the spear 
in his side,” Paul still “bore in his body the marks of 
the Lord Jesus.” The martyrs of the Lamb, who had 
come out of great tribulation, show the scars of their 
earthly pilgrimage, made by fires of persecution, the 
sword, showers of stones, rendings by wild beasts, wan- 
derings in the desert, or casting into the sea. These 
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show in a glorified form, and are never to be hid, but 
remain to the gaze of all. 

The bodies of the Saints, after death, are like unto 
“ Christ’s glorious body;” that which he took with him 
when he ascended from the earth, after his resurrection. 
As the master, so the disciples. 

How at death the soul is separated from the mortal 
body, and takes on an immortal one,—how the angels 
come unperceived into “the chamber where the good 
man meets his fate” and. pass out, still unrecognized 
and bear it aloft, is a great mystery. But faith re- 
ceives it, as not beyond the power of God to work. 
A bodiless soul is unnatural. That at death it is 
“clothed upon, with a house from heaven” must be 
an accepted belief. 

The natural body is glorious. But how much more 
so is the spiritual body? We cannot but contemplate 


? as marvelous—a tran- 


“the body of our humiliation ’ 
scendent exercise of creative skill and power. It is only, 
however, the prototype of a body vastly better given in 
the resurrection. 

It would have been natural for me, perhaps, to have 
discredited my senses in all these things. But when 
pondering them, I saw that they were an outgrowth of 
nature and science, and as the Apostle John had similar 
visions, I felt encouraged to believe that mine were a 


reality, and led to “the truth as it is in Jesus.” 
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Mind, intelligence and will, operating on our ma- 
terial bodies on earth, affects motion; so the new spirit- 
ual organization of the redeemed in heaven acts upon 
extraneous matter. This would be a dangerous trust 
vested in man in his present character and circum- 
stances. But in the new world, it is under the control 
of sanctifying influences, directing and controling it. 
Where exercised, it is a display of power of the same 
nature as that put forth by Christ when he stilled the 
tempest, cast out devils, and ascended on high; or such 
as the Apostles and early disciples manifested when 
they healed the sick and raised the dead. This will 
be man’s great distinction over his present self, in 
which he will have advanced immeasurably towards 
the primal edict of the Father of all concerning him, 
as when he said “ let us make man in our own nature.” 
Sinful dust has been sanctified and raised, so that it 
has become a creator. 

What the organization of the redeemed for speech, 
in the heavenly world ultimately may be, is still un- 
disclosed. How they will communicate with one an- 
other, and with angels, and God—whether in one or 
several languages, or none at all such as we now use, 
and what the scope and power of intercommunication, 
whatever the medium may be—we cannot now say. 
But the earthly mould, it is natural to suppose, will not 
be entirely destroyed. What particular language, if 
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only one, will be employed, yet remains with the Father 
in the future. It may be that sight and signals will 
largely take the place of present speech and hearing. 
Possibly intuitive discernment will be augmented, 
abridging, to some extent, the need, or use of vocal 
utterances or directing it into other channels. God 
knows what we mean before we speak to him. And 
may not man, in some such way, come to understand 
man? But, whatever the instrumentality that will be 
employed, there will be no bar to nor any lessening of 
the pleasures of social intercourse. Heaven will not 
move against us in this line. A solitary role of life 
which no speech seems to imply can hardly be expect- 
ed. This would be a reproduction of solitary confine- 
ment and a punishment. So far as we know, heavenly 
visitors have always spoken in the language of the per- 
sons visited. This may possibly continue and the gift 
of tongues, on a grander scale than at Pentecost, be 
vouchsafed us. But it is more likely that the origi- 
nal order of creation, and of the first ages, when “ the 
whole earth was of one tongue,’ will be reverted to. 
Babel, which arose after the Flood, will surely not be 
perpetuated, but completely excised. There can be, in 
any event, to no one in heaven, “ an unknown tongue; ” 
nor beings with vocal utterance which will be to others 
“as sounding brass and tinkling cymbal.” 
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CHAPTER III. 


THE PLACE WHERE THIS NEW LIFE IS BEGUN— 
PARADISE. 


WHERE in the universe exactly, Christians, departing 
from their earth life, find their immediate or first 
abode is not disclosed to them prior to their going 
thither. What its astronomical point is les hidden 
from us at. present. The settlement of this question 
now, however, would not be of material interest. It 
can only concern us as a matter of curiosity. When- 
ever we come,—if we should be so happy as to do so 
at all.—to make the journey across the interspace be- 
tween us and heaven, it will be known, and will not be 
learned till then. But that will be time enough. 

Much, however, may be known about the place, inde- 
pendent of its celestial latitude and longitude, before 
coming thither. Strictly speaking, it is not heaven 
itself; or, at least, that world in all its glory. It is 
rather a section of it, improvised as a training school 
for the wide and more glorious home to follow. It is 
an intermediate state, a sort of “wayside inn,” this 
side of heaven. 
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It is that region known among Christians as Para- 
dise, a world of itself, of great and varied beauty, an 
extensive country, large enough to embrace all the elect, 
and designated for the occupation of those only who 
make “their calling and election sure,” and until such 
time as they have been made fit for the higher abode, ° 
ordained for them, or until that place is made ready, 
as needed, to meet their progressive development. All 
the glory of langcapes, with its mountain, forest and 
stream scenery, its magnificent cities, and brighter than 
Italian skies, and the presence of a host of exalted beings 
are there. 

This so-called Paradise is a sort of suburb of Heaven ; 

but virtually a part of it, both in location and state. 
Travel and intercommunication between both these 
worlds and the earth is constant. They lie within 
range of one another. . 
. There are other designations of the place. It is 
known in the Scriptures as “ Abraham’s bosom,” 
whither our Lord represents Lazarus, the beggar, as 
having been carried; and where he rested in comfort. 
It is also called ‘ Beulah,’ whence the redeemed obtain 
their first glimpses of the inner glory. 

Though a place of great beauty and happiness, of 
safety and of glory, and a sure stepping stone to some- 
thing higher, as it is not the consummation of bliss for 
the Lord’s people, it is a sort of prison-house, relatively ; 
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where nurseries, hospitals, and preparatory schools are 
in operation, and where fullest liberty is not accorded. 

The inhabitants can look over into heaven from 
thence ; but they see it only “ as through a glass, darkly.” 
The vision of it is, as that of God was to Moses, under 
a “veil” or immured in the cleft of a rock, with his 
back parts alone seen. 

Reports from both heaven and earth are constantly 
being brought into Paradise, to the joy of its inhabitants, 
refreshing them as does cold water thirsty souls; or is as 
glad tidings from a far-off country, where our interest 
lies,—exhilarating our spirits. Such is the good news 
brought in from heaven, that the inhabitants of Para- 
dise, fast as fit, are ready to gird up their loins, and 
march stalwart into that still better land. While con- 
tent with what they have, they yet long to be there— 
in the beyond. 

All, without exception, who are destined to ascend to 
heaven, out of the present dispensation of grace, pass 
through Parcdise. They become more purified, quick- 
ened and fitted there for a higher state, not as through 
a purgatory, with all its horrors as held by some, but 
rather as across a pleasant land of flowers and dainties. 
It may be likened to the Garden of Eden as that ap- 
peared to Adam and Eve. That place was, indeed, the 
type of this new abode—Paradise. But unlike that, it 
ig not to be broken up by the defection of its inhab- 
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time, will not be driven thence for having sinned as 
Adam did, but gently moved on to a more beautiful 
clime. 

Save with an angel, or angels, men enter Paradise 
alone when they die in their beds, at least so far as 
any acquaintance from the earth goes. Death on the 
field of battle, by drowning, in an epidemic, or some 
catastrophe may form an exception. No wonder if at 
first, therefore, a feeling not only of strangeness but 
even fear is experienced. They, possibly, cannot adjust 
themselves immediately, with satisfaction, to their new 
conditions. No wonder if they cannot. But any feel- 
ing of strangeness soon wears off. A home feeling grows 
on the redeemed as the days pass by, all painful remem- 
. brance of the midnights, boisterous seas, treacherous 
calms, arduous toils, and eee cares they find they 
have forever escaped. This comforts them, while 
even a recollection of the anguish to which their friends, 
whom they have left behind, may yet be exposed is 
attended with these consolations, that they are cared 
for more tenderly by the heavenly Father than they 
had ever supposed, and that “in due time” they too 
shall “reap, if they faint not,”—will be gathered into 
this painted chamber,—this “ garner house of the Lord,” 
of inexpressible grandeur and peaceful enjoyment. 

It is soon learned, that a party has been formed to 
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greet the newly arrived. Familiar faces begin to crowd 
around them. It may be among these is found an 
infant son or daughter, brother or sister, husband or 
wife, father or mother, and other near and dear rela- 
tives, all one now in Christ Jesus. And at no immeas- 
urable distance, the loving Saviour himself, radiant 
with benignant smiles, his hands and arms outstretched 
and hosts of welcoming spirits, angels and “just men 
made perfect,’ the “body of their humilhation” 
changed and transfigured, denizens of Paradise and 
visitors from the higher heavens appear: while from 
one and another is addressed the welcome, “ Come in, ye 
blessed of the Lord.” Then, looking back across the ~ 
gulf they have been borne, they see that it is not dan- 
gerous, or impassable to any disciple-—that the way is 
filled with pilgrims from the earth to the Celestial 
City, yet not too many to be well cared for on their arri- 
val—that the church on earth and the church in heaven 
are one—that there are no separatists above—that a 
shifting and more extended panorama is spread before 
them and grander in its complexion than they had 
imagined; part of the saved across the flood, part 
passing over, and others preparing for the hour when 
their feet, too, shall touch the edge of the waters of 
Jordan. 

As the redeemed now contemplate this world, though 
only as yet Paradise, to which they have come, and 


Of the Redeemed After Death. 93 


which is a part of their inheritance, they feel that they 
were never so much at home before. One of the songs 
sung with unwonted zest now is, “ Home, home, sweet | 
home.” Every one is a friend, and they laud the 
place. But what gives them greatest joy is fellowship 
with God’s eternal Son, source of all their good things: 
“whom having not seen they loved; whom now seeing 
they rejoice in, with joy unspeakable and full of glory; ” 
their love cemented and increased, by hearing him say 
to them,—“ Well done, good and faithful servants,’— 
“Where I am, there shall ye be also,’—“ Enter ye into 
the joy of your Lord,’—“ Ye are no more strangers to 
the commonwealth of Israel, but are fellow citizens with 
the Saints, and of the household of God!” 

And how can the redeemed but now feel that this 
world to which they have come is, indeed, worth living 
for and dying for! 

So we, still left behind, will press on in hope and joy. 


Beside the silent sea 
I wait the muffled oar, 

No harm from Him can come to me 
On ocean or on shore. 


I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air ; 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 


O brothers! if my faith is vain, 
If hopes like these betray, 

Pray for me that my feet may gain 
The sure and safer way. 


And thou, O Lord! by whom are seen 
Thy creatures as they be, 
Forgive me if too close I lean 
My human heart on Thee ! 
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER, 


95 


Piel 5 


wet) 


; 
rg 
+, 


fl 49 
the fat 


Of the Redeemed After Death. 07 


CHAPTER IV. 
THIS NEW LIFE SHAPED BY THAT PRECEDING IT. 


“THE child is father of the man.” “ As the twig 
is bent, the tree is inclined.” The counterpart of these 
earthly aphorisms are found in the skies. The same 
law attains here and there. Men entering Paradise 
begin to develop from the start they had attained and 
along the lines to which they had been accustomed in 
this world, so far as those lines are adapted. At least, 
a man’s course on earth gives cast and complexion to 
his future in heaven. No arbitrary rule has imposed 
this. It is necessarily so. No other law would have 
been so fitting. The new man in Christ Jesus neither 
requires nor allows change in his identity which might 
result from a life that bears not the impress of the 
life that went before. Character and various attain- 
ments remain. As we lay ourselves down, we shall arise 
again. Sleep, the grave, grace, providence, divine 
power will have wrought no magical change.in us. | 
From the point we shall have reached at death, we shall 

7 ‘ 
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begin to be wrought upon, and work ourselves out, in 
the intermediate state, to be continued through all the 
future. The bias we have received, the prejudices we 
have imbibed, the good or evil we may have done, the 
knowledge we have acquired will affect and fashion our 
future. “ By our works we shall be judged.” Through 
grace we may be delivered forever from all sinful ten- 
dencies. Every false manifestation may be corrected ; 
but root implantations will abide,—vestiges remain, 
giving tinge to life, for thousands of years to come,— 
and even for all eternity it may be, so that no man will 
rise so high hereafter as he might have arisen by a 
better life here. No tree can be changed in its essen- 
tial character. If good, its fruit will be good. If bad, 
its fruit will be bad. Figs cannot be gathered from 
bramble bushes, nor grapes from thistles. What has 
been woven, forming the warp and woof of our being, 
will be permanent. The law of consequent and antece- 
dent as it has been will abide. Effect will follow its 
cause. ‘The mould into which we have been cast in our 
earthly gestation will not be broken. The influences 
which have followed our circumstances of environment 
will not be annulled. As we have sown, so shall we reap. 
Established laws will not be set aside. 

“We brought nothing into this world,” of a material 
nature, as money, station, power; so, however, much of 
these and the like we may have obtained between birth 
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and death, we shall carry none of them out. Men have 
no control over the lines of travel between this world 
and the next, so that they can subsidize freight trains 
along them; and by a carrying trade,—through what 
they have attained, and kept, bearing these stores away 
with them,—obtain greater distinction. “The rich 
man shall fade away in his ways.” Character alone is 
what men can carry with them into the heavenly world. 
We shall be, and that only, what our improvement, or 
neglect of our means has made us. Capacities, mental 
and soul furniture, all we were born into, in this lower 
world, that was good, or what of these we acquired, in 
our passage through it, is all that will survive the last 
shock when the mower with his scythe shall cut 
us down,—the reaper with his sickle harvest us. But 
this will be much; enough surely to make us faithful 
and laborious now, in building up character. This is 
an immensely fruitful plant, and the only one which 
shall flourish and bear fruit in the hereafter. Infants 
will enter Paradise with their infant development only. 
Adults will go there in an advanced stage, acquired by 
their unfolded faculties and experiences, as duly and 
properly improved, or not. Life is, indeed, begun there 
along fresh paths. Nature, however, and all the steps 
of our earthly life will count, in fixing our position and 
opportunities in Paradise. Tastes and aptitudes will 
survive, and be brought into play. But in our new 
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state, environment, and calling, we shall show as raw 
recruits do in warfare. -Still this will not abide always. 
We shall still grow out of what we were and are. Our 
life will be a continuity. But it will be a progress only 
in that of it which is found to be good. The law of © 
evolution from that will prevail. Our works will follow 
us, whether good or bad; and exalt or depress us. The 
effects following neglect or improvement will be trans- 
parent. 

Men die imperfectly sanctified, “as every one may 


3) 


see.” So they will rise correspondingly in their next 
world. The indispensable qualification of sanctifica- 
tion for heaven, there is no provision for attaining, in 
an immediate, complete change at the very moment of 
death. It is not in the nature of the human economy 
that there should be. The redeemed are, therefore, 
halted in Paradise for this purpose. This will appear 
most natural, when we consider, not only the imper- 
fection of every one, but that the mass of those whom 
we hope are saved in Christ Jesus are very abnormal in 
morals and religion, down through life, and even in 
their last earthly moments; and that regeneration and 
sanctification are distinct in their manifestations; the 
former only being instantaneous and complete; the 
latter being progressive; both by ordination of God and 
the nature of the process. Sanctification develops as is 
the soil, into which “ the seed of the kingdom ” is cast. 
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Instruction and discipline are necessary for it. This cur- 
riculum it is necessary to carry over into the next world, 
to find there sufficient space and opportunity not 


“oan abun- 


given here for it. Men are kept back from 
dant entrance,” at once, “into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Paradise is a 
great repair shop, in which the righteous must tarry a 
while before mounting into the highest heaven. Men 
must die with some measure of holiness in principle 
and action. ‘This is necessary for entrance into a better 
state. “ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” 
Sanctification is not initiated in Paradise. The seed 
of the new birth is implanted on earth and begins to 
unfold and grow. Only “to him that hath shall be 
given.” It may have to take its most active and extend- 
ed growth after the recipient has been transplanted into 
that other world. 

Heaven is an outgrowth of Paradise, even as the 
latter is of the earth. It is no direct outcome from this 
world. Our lives are drawn through an intermediary 
world before entering the highest glory. Harth and 
heaven cannot amalgamate without such a medium. 
An intervening link is necessary. As the rounds of a 
ladder follow one another, for easy, safe, sure ascent, 
in regular gradation, so does Paradise and Heaven 
follow Earth. As the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost is necessary for our salvation, so is this trinity of 
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worlds, corresponding to preparatory, high and pro- 
fessional schools on earth. Our life begins on Earth, 
is advanced in Paradise, and perfected in Heaven. New 
editions of our lives will appear, revised, corrected and 
improved. 

The redeemed do not start, or develop alike, or after 
the same ratio. Men enter Paradise on differing 
planes, and as have been their lives on earth. One 
carries with him ten talents, another five, others only 
two. The germ of their being, the opportunities that 
came to them, and the improvement they made of these 
give some a better start and growth than others re- 
ceive. Increase here gives corresponding-increase there. 
Knowledge laid up, character unfolded, skill attained, 
work performed below advance men very rapidly, and 
higher, in the stages of their being yet to follow, in 
changes of worlds; and there advances will abide, so 
that the foremost will always remain in position as 
attained. 

Vegetable life, transplanted, does not begin its career 
over again. It starts and continues. if removed with 
care from the point it had reached. So, man’s life, in 
his transition to other worlds. ‘Transference is attend- 
ed with no loss to him, but a certain, continued, surer 
growth. A new soil and culture gives quickening to 
plants. They strike their roots deeper, and branch 
forth more vigorously. Hmigrants to a foreign country 
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begin life, in their new surroundings, with stronger and 
brighter prospects. This was the object of their ex- 
changing lands. So is man’s condition and growth 
hereafter an improvement and going on to perfection 
from an original germ. 

Still man’s growth in Paradise is dependent on what 
preceded. As the emigrant takes with him bodily 
equipment, outward goods, mental and soul furniture, 
suited to the new land he goes to inherit, he thrives: so 
is it-above. Men’s everlasting destiny may be read in 
their career here. This is a type, going before, of 
better or worse to come. 

This mode of advance, being natural, and not favorit- 
ism towards any, allays all envy and jealousy which 
might otherwise arise. None will be puffed up, one 
against another. No evil passions rage in celestial 
minds. Spirits above learn to be generous, and readily 
concede to others their just dues. They delight in their 
improved fortune even though by it they find them- 
selves distanced in the race of being. This, too, they 
may well do; for increase of power brings with it in- 
crease of responsibility. If the one is recieved, the 
other must be accepted. Then, again, the least ad- 
vanced are enriched, enough for their comfort, capacities 
desires and well being. No disturbance does or can 
ensue. Caste does not exist in Paradise or Heaven. 
“ All are one in Christ Jesus.” 
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As the life to come takes its hue and complexion, in 
great measure, from the life here, we are taught, by this 
fact, the vast importance of every man improving his 
opportunities, in this first stage of his being. This 
should be his highest aim. We can only take the prize . 
of the higher life by thorough and constant endeavor. 
This the law of succession encourages us to attempt. 
The diligent will go farther up the ladder of ascent than 
the slothful. Because of this law, under which we live, 
whatsoever we may do, suffer and experience here will 
have influence in shaping our future. Our life here is 
the egg, out of which an immeasurably greater life is 
to grow. This fact makes it a more serious matter to 
live than it is to die. A good beginning here is our 
great chance to seize. That, if made and followed, 
will make a good ending. The stately oak is a product 
of the acorn. Man is, and hereafter will be, a growth 
from the feetus in his mother’s womb. A life well lived 
makes a green old age; and a green old age, “if found 
in the paths of righteousness,” will make a fruitful eter- 
nity. Potentiality is born with us. Time and opportu- 
nities are given us to develop and train it. If we do 
these, a growth of a hundred-fold may ensue. 

Death finds every one “not already attained.” 
Neither is the life of Paradise on a dead level. Those 
who go thither rise higher and higher, by a law of pro- 
gression, more perfect in that realm than in this. As 
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“one star differs from another,” so will the inhabitants 
of heaven differ. And the shape and glory of our fu- 
ture will grow out of what we have made our lives 
here. 


‘ * fl 
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Two worlds are ours: ‘tis only sin 
Forbids us to descry 
The mystic heaven and earth within 


Clear as the sun and sky. 
—KEBLE, 


We shape ourselves, the joy or fear 
Of which the coming life is made, 

And fill our future’s atmosphere 
With sunshine or with shade. 


The tissue of the life to be 

We weave with colors all our own, 
And in the field of Destiny 

We reap as we have sown. 


Still shall the soul around it call 

The shadows which it gathered here, 
And painted on the eternal wall 

The past shall reappear. 


Think ye the notes of holy song 
On Milton’s tuneful ear have died ? 
Think ye that Raphael’s angel throng 
Has vanished from his side? 


O no: we live our life again ; 
Or warmly touched, or coldly dim, 
The pictures of the past remain— 
Man’s works shall follow him! 
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 
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CHAPTER V. 


NURSES, TEACHERS, GUIDES AND GOVERNORS IN 
; PARADISE. 


THERE are Nurses, Teachers, Guides and Governors 
in Paradise, and these are appointed to receive new 
comers from the earth and take charge of them until 
they shall have become prepared for heaven, their higher 
state. No man, woman or child entering Paradise is 


ap hae aN: 


set adrift, but is “under tutors and governors,’ 
the hour, yet to be reached, “ appointed by the Father,” 
when they shall enter into the highest heaven. None 
are their own, having been bought with a price. These 
various officers have been appointed, according to the 
several states, conditions, needs and capacities of Christ’s 
people, for higher and lower requirements, to further in 
grace and equip. 

That such care should be taken above, is in accord- 
ance with what attains on earth. What is done here, 
in this respect, we naturally expect will be done there 
likewise. What state, or church, or society is there, 
anywhere, without its officers of some kind? Heaven 
is both Church and State, and needs such. What nur- 
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sery is there without its complement of a nurse? What 
school without its teacher? What trade without its 
master? What unexplored region without its guide? 
What concourse anywhere of sentient beings, animal, 
human, angelic, but has its ruler or chief? All these 
forms of supply and need, and if there be any other, are 


found in Paradise ;—nursery, school, untraveled paths, 
with their nurses, teachers and guides. Such helpers 
have not been outlived by man when he has passed the 
boundaries of time. It would surely prove an evil day 
for him if, on entering Paradise, and possibly heaven 
itself, he found himself without special ones to care for 
him. What would become of him if, as a foundling 
and orphan, he was cast out on the untrodden shore, 
in a boundless domain, without chart, compass, or pilot? 
Must he not perish? “ When father and mother for- 
sake, the Lord will take up.” Helper of the helpless 
is our God. In heaven are angels and archangels, prin- 
cipalities and powers, waiting continually upon this 
very ining. 

The charge-keepers of the souls of men in their spir- 
itual bodies, in Paradise, must have been, first of all, 
angels. These have continued in office; but to them 
has been added, probably, “ the spirits of just men made 


perfect.” As the angels were “ministering spirits” 


on earth to those who were “heirs of salvation.”—as 


they always “beheld,” in their behalf, “ the face of the 
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Father in heaven,’—“ bore saints up in their hands, 
lest they should dash foot against stones,’—and were 
ever strengtheners of the weak, it is natural to expect 
service of them still in Paradise. And surely it is as 
natural to suppose that the redeemed, too, who have 
gone before,—who have learned the language of 
Canaan,—have made an acquaintance with the people 
of the land, and who “ know the heart of a stranger,” 
will be on the lookout for, and quickly recognize, en- 
trants whom they may have known on earth. Family 
relations may meet, at once,—those once closest friends 
on earth join hands. Such a sight,—and such there 
must be continually,—cannot but cause tears in Para- 
dise; but they will be tears of joy. 

Christ comes down, from the right hand of the Father, 
and visits his people in Paradise; as God entered Eden, 
while Adam and Eve were there, walking and talking 
with them, and supervising and cheering. The Spirit, 
too, hovers over the land. And the Father also is 
heard in a voice from the heavens above. Their minis-~ 
trations are real and undoubted. Christ spoke to Paul 
on earth, and said: “ My grace is sufficient for you.” So 
probably he did, as the Apostle passed through Paradise. 
The greatest spirits who have adorned and enriched the 
earth have tarried here, and again revisit the place. 
Paradise and Heaven are within sight of each other. 
The celestials make easy transit from the upper world 
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to the lower, visiting and ministering in instructive 
utterances and cheer. Moses and Elias, Peter and 
John, Calvin and Luther, and John Bunyan and Wes- 
ley, and others, visitors of note, occasionally appear. 
Their presence does not disturb the equilibrium of 
affairs. Their visits afford a foretaste of better things 
to come. 

These ministers of the country are kind, loving, con- 
genial, companionable. ‘They readily adapt themselves 
to their respective charges and work. Information is 
imparted by them orally, and by object lessons. Little, 
if any, use is made of books. Considerable numbers 
are necessary, in Paradise, as teachers and leaders. 
Relays are frequent. Instruction is imparted to indi- 
viduals and groups, and in large assemblages. As there 
is a woman to every man on earth, so is there a special 
ministering angelic spirit to every soul in Paradise. 
None of these are novices. All are first class and re- 
liable. When any novitiates have become prepared to 
pass into the heavens, their ministering spirit accom- 
panies them over the border, and tarries a while with 
them. | 

Contemplating our own future state and condition, 
and that of our departed, in some such light as this, how 
can we feel sad, or fear, over bereavements, and our own 
departure! Let only our faith and hopes be quickened 
and we shall smile through our tears. If our future is 
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not precisely as we here predict, describe, suggest, it 
will doubtless be grander; and these hints may afford 
foretastes as do the goiden streets and gates of pearl 
of John the Revelator. None will have been deceived 
to their hurt if some of all this shall prove only figures 
of the true. 

These lines from Professor Clarke of Colgate Univer- 
sity may serve to confirm and further illustrate these and 
some other views we have advanced: ‘“ Infants cannot 
grow to maturity and attain to character in any world 
without living a life of free and responsible action. It 
is a vast enrichment of our ideas of that world to think 
of innumerable youthful spirits as there opening for the 
first time to the knowledge and love of the heavenly 
Father and growing into his likeness. Moreover, if so 
large a part of those who are with Christ, life is neces- 
sarily educational, opportunities of usefulness and help 
must open in inexhaustible abundance to those who are 
further advanced in holy experience, and the heavenly 
life must be intensely active and interesting.” “The 
vast multitude who die in irresponsible age and without 
developed character has never yet been admitted to the 
popular thought of the future life, or exerted its due 
influence in theology.” i 


She is not dead—the child of our affection— 
But gone unto that school 

Where she no longer needs our poor protection, 
And Christ himself doth rule. 

Day after day we think what she is doing 
In those bright realms of air ; 

Year after year, her tender steps pursuing, 
Behold her grown more fair. 


Not as a child shall we again behold her; 
For when with raptures wild 

In our embraces we again enfold her, 
She will not be a child ; 

But a fair maiden, in her Father’s mansion, 
Clothed with celestial grace, 

And beautiful with all the soul’s expansion 
Shall we behold her face. 


How can a mother feel her road too dreary 
Who knows her treasure sheltered from the storm ? 
Who knows that when the mighty angels raise 
Chorus in heaven, one little silver tone 
Is hers forever, that one little praise 
One little happy voice is all her own ? 

—Adapted from ADELAIDE ANNA PROCTOR. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
THE TRAINED, AND THE TRAINING GIVEN, IN PARADISE. 


PRE-EMINENT, as needing attention on their arrival 
in Paradise, are infants and little children. Except 
by inheritance, they have no bias holding them back 
from a fine development; while by inheritance they 
may possess that which, duly cultivated, will advance 
them. ‘Their accidents of this world, whatever they are, 
that are good, they carry with them. As their brief time 
_ below did not allow a development of any evil, it is nat- 
ural to suppose that they begin life above with great 
advantages. If they have lost something, which would 
have been the gift of this world to thcm, they have, 
doubtless, gained, by their early transference, more 
than a substitute. An adoption into a family on earth 
is best made from young children. So, in the family 
of God above. The moulding of the future life, in such 
case, encounters no inherited, or developed weakness, 
that may not be most readily overcome. Other con- 
siderations, too, may insure a more satisfactory growth 
and fruitage. So the young die first. 
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But not only infants and young children, on entering 
Paradise, need special instruction, guidance and govern- 
ment; all, of whatever age and development, need it, 
too. This will be modified in adults, according as 
hurtful tastes and tendencies may have been shown, 
experiences passed through, knowledge acquired, capac- 
ities implanted, and purposes, for the future, are to 
be carried out in them. Such things are ever kept in 
view, and built upon, or counteracted, as each case may 
require. Nothing good or useful is suppressed or cast 
out. Former good things remain, to form a vantage 
ground—stepping stone to something better. They are 
only modified to suit new applications. 

Paradise is made up of what the earth has yielded, 
purified, and amalgamated with the heavenly. Basal 
contributions come from the earth. Top stones are 
quarried in heaven. Adaptation and skill brought into 
Paradise is carried forward there into perfected action. 

The higher the degree of sanctification with which 
one enters the heavenly world, the greater will be his 
advantage. Divestment of all sensual, worldly, selfish, 
devilish ways is essential there. And to keep the re- 
deemed in this consecrated, narrow way, not only oral 
instruction but special, constant devices are established ; 
some as warnings, others <s pointers to the noblest, 
most profitable, acceptable life. Thus, there are monu- 
ments set up, here and there, to serve the same purpose 
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that did the pillar of salt, into which Lot’s wife was 
turned, on the plain of Sodom. And for still higher 
ends are they raised. A prominent one that has been 
set up is to remind of the rebellion once made in heaven 
by Satan and his angels; teaching the evil of breaking 
God’s laws. Such a monument is needed and so is 
fitting in Paradise. Only in heaven will the lke be out- 
grown. 

Overcoming evil tendencies, and supplying deficien- | 
cies, is the first struggle entered upon in Paradise. — 
Then follows preparation to appear in society, and at 
Court; and fitness for self government. Instructions 
for filling various offices, and carrying forward occupa- 
tions in heaven, are probably imparted. Idiosyncrasies 
are trained in hopeful channels, heavenly etiquette is 
taught. All this requires time and the reception of 
much knowledge and drill. The inhabitants are not 
trained there, as is too commonly supposed, to mingle 
in mere psalm singing and other music, and simply to 
worship. The latter is, indeed, common, and chief. 
But it is worship at work; not fitful, but constant. It 
is sanctified, secular work, that will mostly show our 
fealty. Men do not absolutely rest there. 

The inhabitants gladly submit to the discipline to 
which they are subjected. There is nothing humilia- 
ting about it that is unpleasant. Great theologians 
and philosophers, statesmen and scientists, and success- 
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ful business men sit at the feet of the heavenly teachers, 
‘and learn of them. First, all receive a general train- 
ing. Then a professional is given, according to the 
tastes and adaptations of each, and the niche they are 
to fill. Some qualify for oratory and music; but all 
for some service, secret or open, great or small, in 
heaven and the universe. For all worlds, and what 
_ they contain, belong to their Father and King and are 
to be occupied by or must concern the saints. We may 
expect to carry with us sense, reason, imagination, 
affection, and will, all like present faculties. These 
will be more abundantly vitalized and trained upon the 
persons, things, and employ of our new world and 
station and on what is in prospect. A habit of obser- 
vation and the art of listening will be exercised. Un- 
wonted tactics of attack and defense may be studied ; not 
carnal but spiritual. If trying experiences are encoun- 
tered—and they may be—they will be accompanied with 
the pleasure of learning, the expectation of great 
things, and the certainty of victory. Time, industry, 
appreciation, earnestness will be required of us; knowl- 
edge, experience, patience, tact and skill will charac- 
terize our teachers. Hxcursions may be organized, dumb 
shows practised, intercourse with superior spirits 
brought about; and great surprises will become ours 
so that heaven itself, when we shall arrive thither, will 
not long appear a strange place, but more like a familiar 
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home. Some such experience as this, it may be expect- 
ed, will be ours in Paradise, after we have passed the 
boundaries of time, and entered in full upon our eter- 
nal career. 

“No one,” says Dr. William Newton Clarke, in his 
outlines of Christian theology, “is made perfect here. 
In all God’s children much remains to be done when 
they leave this world. What wonder if in some of 
them it looks to us if all remained to be done hereafter.” 
“Divine life that is begun here is to be perfected else- 
where.” ‘“ Where was the dying robber sanctified?” 
And where, we may add, were a host of worthies of whom 
we have read, prepared for heaven, if not beyond this 
life? 


aot! 


All as God wills, who wisely heeds 
To give or to withhold, 

And knoweth more of all my needs 
Than all my prayers have told! 


Enough that death seems but the way 
Which opens into light, 

Wherein no blinded child can stray 
Beyond the Father’s sight ;— 


That care and trial seem at last 
Through memory’s sunset air, 

Like mountain-ranges overpast, 
In purple distance fair ;— 


That all the jarring notes of life 
Seem blending in a psalm, 

And all the angles of its strife 
Slow rounding into calm. 


And so the shadows fall apart, 
And so the west winds play ; 
And all the windows of my heart 
I open to the day. 
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A SOUL IN PARADISE WAITING BY THE CRYSTAL SEA 
FOR OTHERS TO COME. 


A GooD woman was often humming to herself, over 
her work, these words: “ Waiting by the crystal sea.” 
At times they fell upon the ears of others. They were 
a fragment, or the spirit, of a hymn she had heard 
sung, but did not learn, in its fulness, till later. 

This poor woman was a widow. She had lost her 
husband a few years previous, and she was struggling 
to maintain herself and one child, which had been left 
to her care, on a small country property. She loved 
to think, amid her struggles, of the Fatherhood of God, 
and the salvation of Christ; and of her departed one, 
with others, redeemed from among men, and of these, 
under the poetic form of “ waiting by the crystal sea.” 
It comforted her, in her grief, and cares, and toils, and 
sorrows. He is waiting for me, she thought, and I shall 
go to him,—by and by. 

There was a mystery to her, indeed, about “the 
erystal sea,” and of her husband, on its shores, waiting 
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for ingatherings from the earth. But she accepted it 
as a real as well as a poetic vision. She was sure her 


husband had died “a lover of the Lord,” and she be- 


lieved he had gone to dwell with him in a place,— 
whatever “the crystal sea” might mean,—which is 
called Paradise, or Heaven. By faith she saw him, 
amid refreshing prospects fanned by cooling breezes, 
and under the voice of God, enjoying and joining in 
the songs of the saved, doing the work of the King, re- 
cieving from him plaudits and benefits; and happy, and 
pure, and safe under his banners. Over her prosaic 
duties she reveled, amid romantic scenes, of a higher 
world than that in which she now dwelt, and of future 
life; conceptions to her real and blissful. “O how 
glorious,” she often said to herself, “ must ever the first 
years of life in heaven be.” This life she, too, was 
going to enjoy, she believed, of which “height nor 
depth, length, breadth, nor any other creature” could 
ever rob her. The romantic thought of “the crystal 
sea” grew upon her. After a while, she obtained the 
whole hymn of which hitherto she had possessed only 
a fragment and the spirit thereof; and at times she 
sung it bodily. It was to her a shield and stay in her 
hard and lonely life, making that life, notwithstanding, 
beautiful as Eden. 

What this poor woman more eagerly desired than she 
did aught else was to know what her husband and others 
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might be doing. It was natural in her to do so. She 
hardly felt as if she could wait till what she knew not 
now she should know in that hereafter. “ Why may I 
not,” she felt, “ by study and prayer, come, even now, to 
a revelation of these ‘mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven!’ Was there not in Jacob’s vision ‘a ladder set 
up into heaven?’ and were not the angels of God seen 
ascending and descending upon it? And did not the 
protomartyr Stephen say, ‘ Behold, I see heaven open, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God?’ And 
may not I too?” ‘Then she pictured to herself, in wan- 
dering mazes lost, what might be going on up there in 
Paradise. “ My husband surely is joining in song, with 
an innumerable company, ‘ to Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, as he waits,” she said. ‘“ Or, it may be, he is 
bearing dispatches and power from the King of the land 
to earth, and carrying back to heaven prayers and 


“ minister- 


reports of transactions of men. There are 
ing spirits,” we are told, “ sent forth to minister to those 
who shall be heirs of salvation.” And why may not my 
husband be one of these ; being caused to fly swiftly, and 
do a work here, as angels did for Christ, and for Peter, 
and Paul and John?” 

So she reveled. The thought of what her husband 
might be doing was never suffered, however, to obscure 
the idea that he was “ waiting by the crystal sea,” and 
waiting especially for her, and their child, to come to 
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Christ and to him. For this day and night, she be- 
lieved, he was watching. “And shall he be disap- 
pointed?” she demanded of herself. God forbid. He 
must not be there alone, nor ever absent from us he loves. 
We must not be shut out from him. We may doubtless 
meet again if we shall strive for it. When this meeting 
occurs, it will be on ‘the crystal sea!’ His eager ex- 
pectation, watching and waiting, shall not fail if I can 
prevent it.” So did the thought of the life up in Para- 
dise attract her. 

When, one day, she was humming these words, so 
precious to her,—‘“ Waiting by the crystal sea,” her son 
asked her what their meaning was. He had often heard 
her repeat them, but, hitherto, he had developed no inte- 
rest in their purport. “ What and where is that ‘ crystal 
sea,’ and who is waiting there, and for what?” he in- 
quired. | 

“That ‘ crystal sea,’ my boy, she replied, is the sea of 
glass spoken of in the book of Revelations. It is in 
Paradise. Your father is living his first years in 
heaven on its shores, hoping and watching for our 
coming to him there. O how I sometimes long to be in 
that blessed country. I shall gladly go when God shall 
call me. Only, that I may care for you, my son, and 
serve Jesus as he wants to be served below, and become 
better meet for heaven, am I reconciled to staying here. 
By and by I shall go to Paradise and the shores of ‘ the 
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crystal sea,’ and I hope in due time you will, too. I 
shall meet my husband there, and you may see your 
father there some day, if you will.” 

“Do you think, mother, that he remembers and cares 
for us now, in that blessed place and society which is 
called Paradise ?” 

“Most assuredly I do, my son. I cannot think 
otherwise. Death cannot blot out memory. If it 
could, it must blot out our continued existence. Abra- 
ham is represented, in one of Christ’s parables, as saying 
to one who had passed out of this life-——‘ Son, remem- 
ber. Your father surely remembers us to-day better 
than he does any others, and all things else, and with 
affection. We were dearest to him. In what else he 
possessed he can now have no interest. They will not 
follow him there. But we may, and he wants to see 
us in ‘the sweet by and by.’ WHe is surely watching 
and waiting for our coming—‘ waiting by the crystal 
sea. Let us not disappoint his longing expectation. 
His affection and his memory are both bound up in us. 
The rich man, in the Saviour’s parable, is represented as 
anxious for the welfare of his brethren. And your 
father is surely concerned in us in some way.” 

“ But, will he know us when we get to Paradise, if 
ever we are so fortunate as to arrive there? ” 

“Undoubtedly he will, my boy. What would be the 
use of his waiting for us, as we believe he must be doing, 
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if knowing us there would not take place? The rich 
man in the parable knew Abraham and Lazarus afar 
off.” 

The lad had grown serious under this conversation. 
His mother saw it, with gladness; and she continued :— 

“Tf you ever go to heaven and meet your father by 
“the crystal sea,’ you must become converted to Christ, 
and turned to living an undivided Christian life. It is 
for this change {6 you, that he, first of all, and the 
angels with him, and the whole of heaven is waiting.” 

Mother and son now knelt down and wept and prayed 
together. Their prayer was that of the “broken heart 
and contrite spirit.” Christ folded them in his arms, 
and they rose from their knees happier than ever they 
were before; justified, too, in Christ. 

The news of this one sinner, this boy repenting, flew 
rapidly to heaven. It was communicated along the 
shores of “the crystal sea.” So the father of the boy 
heard the tidings. And he knew that it was his son. 
Then there was “joy in the presence of the angels of 
God.” Now, Christ saw afresh of “the travail of his 
soul,” and of “the joy that was set before him.” And 
all heaven resounded with pans of praise. 

“Your father, my boy,” said his mother, “has now 
witnessed the beginning of the Christian life in you, for 
which he has been waiting and wartching. Henceforth 
he will wait and watch for its development, and later 
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for your going to abide with him. “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and you shall receive a crown of life.” 

The young man grew up into a stalwart manhood, and 
Christian character. But he was not to reach old age. 
He early sickened and died, and went, before his mother, 
to join the throng that lined the shores of “ the crystal 
sea,” in Paradise. 

Manifestly sinking, and being conscious of it, his 
mother bent over him, and whispered, “ Waiting by 
the crystal sea.” . 

“Yes,” he replied, “ Christ, first and chief, is, and a 
host of his redeemed ones, and my father among them. 
They are all waiting for me. They’ll not have to wait 
long. Tl soon be there too.” 

His eyes brightened for a moment. Then he passed 
‘ into the future,—“ safe in the arms of Jesus.” He 
went to experience for himself what the first years of the 
life of heaven are. 

The widowed mother, now left alone on the hither 
shore, continued to wait patiently, many a weary year, 
far from husband and son. But she comforted herself 
with the words :— 

“They serve that wait.” And she said, “ All the days 
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change comes. 
Then I, too, shall go and join the church ‘ beyond the 
flood,’ who are waiting, waiting, waiting, by the mys- 
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terious ‘ crystal sea. 
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The hymn from which she had long gathered such 


deep inspiration continued to cheer her, and was oft re- 


peated, especially these two stanzas: 


‘* Two walk now by the crystal sea, 
Turning earthward their radiant eyes, 
And one only now, with yearning heart, 
Looks over to Paradise. 


‘* Oh, I long for the years to pass ; 
And I ery for the time to be 
When they who are watching with eager eyes 
Shall bend and beckon me.” 


These words, also, of another poet, became favorite 
with her, and were oft recited: 


‘*T know not where his islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air, 
I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care.” 


This chapter has been introduced, to illustrate the 
yearning of the human heart for some glimpses of Para- 
dise ; as well as to give some views of the country itself, 
“before we reach the heavenly ‘fields, or walk the golden 
streets.” A disposition in man to revel, in imagination, 
and in expectation of the scenes which may be transpir- 
ing in heaven, from day to day, with our friends who 
have gone there before us is natural. There is nothing 
more common than to picture to ourselves men and 
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things we have not seen on the earth; of which we may 
have received no description; but have heard of only. 
This is a natural, scriptural, spiritual trend, for man 
now, in things seen and temporal. And it is as proper to 
manifest it in things not-seen and eternal. Concerning 
Christ, it is written of us: “ Whom, having not seen, we 
love. In whom, though now we see him not, yet believ- 
ing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
But to do this, we must picture him in our thoughts. 
So; if we picture Paradise and Heaven, on our mental 
firmament, and in consonance with nature, scriptural 
teaching and reason, we shall surely receive fine gold of 
the sanctuary ; and hallowed influences borne in upon us. 
Enlarged desires skyward will then be engendered, and 

that such may be the effect of this little book is the 
~ author’s fervent desire. 

By and by, this poor widow herself died, also. And 
the whole family—husband and wife and son—were in 
Paradise together. There were but three of them; and 
they had gone up, “ one by one,” to a union more sancti- 
fied and glorious than they had known on earth. 


ia 
a, 


© O Paradise! O Paradise! 

I greatly long to see 

The special place my dearest Lord 
Is destining for me ; 

Where loyal hearts and true 
Stand ever in the light, 

All rapture, through and through, 
In God’s most holy sight.” 


“ Not sweeping up together 
In whirlwind or in cloud, 
In the hush of the summer weather, 
Or when storms are thundering loud, 
But one by one we go 
In the sweetness none may know. 


“ Not pressing through the portals 
Of the Celestial Town, 
An army of fresh immortals 
By the Lord of battles won, 
But one by one we come 
To the gate of the Heavenly Home. 


‘* That all the powers of heaven 
May shout aloud to God, 
As each new robe of life is given, 
Bought by the Master’s blood, 
And the heavenly raptures dawn 
On the pilgrims one by one. 


‘* That to each the voice of the Father 
May thrill in welcome sweet, 
And round each the angels gather 
With songs on the shining street, 
As one by one we go 
To the glory none may know.” 
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HEAVEN. 


“ For thee, O dear, dear country! 
Mine eyes their vigils keep; 
For very love, beholding 
Thy happy name, they weep ; 
The mention of thy glory 
Is unction to the breast, 
And medicine in sickness, 
And love and life and rest. 


‘O sweet and blessed country, 

The home of God’s elect ! 

O sweet and blessed country 
That eager hearts expect! 

Jesus, in mercy bring us 
To that dear land of rest, 

Who art, with God the Father 
And Spirit, ever blest.” 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE PARADISAICAL TRAINING BEING COMPLETED, EN- 
TRANCE IS NOW MADE INTO HEAVEN ITSELF. 


‘* We speak of the realms of the blest, 
Of that country so bright and so fair, 
And oft are its glories confessed— 
But what must it be to be there ? 


“ We speak of its pathways of gold, 
Of its walks decked with jewels so rare, 
Of its wonders and pleasures untold— 
But what must it be to be there?” 


As a state, Paradise, on the road to Heaven, is in- 
tended to last only until the end of time. For each in- 
dividual, the stay there is long enough only to secure 
proper outfit for a higher sky. Men are not stretched 
there on a procrustean bed, or made to pattern and rule 
by the clock. Each has his sufficient time. Some, 
probably, soon after crossing the threshold absorb all 
the teaching necessary for them, and pass out and on. 
Others remain longer. But few tarry very long. And 
as the time of the end of the world draws nearer, Para-_ 


dise becomes a still more transient abode. Else what 
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would they do, or how become properly prepared for the 
higher heaven who, living and dying late in the history 
of the world, shall have only just entered this training 
school, where it shall be declared,—“ Time shall be no 
longer?” 

There are exceptions to all rules. Heaven itself is 
subject to contingencies. These are to be taken into 
account in measuring durations. Hindrances may 
strike some in the process of their evolution and de- 
velopment, requiring their stay in Paradise longer than 
common. ‘There were some devils in man, in our 
Lord’s day, that went not out by a word, but required 
“prayer and fasting” for their ejection. There are 
snags and impediments in nature, placed there to secure 
useful ends. So is it in the resurrection of the just, 
in their career in Paradise. Cross currents set in and 
retard the voyage of its dwellers. Seas are not always 
smooth,—winds not ever prosperous. Yet, agitation of 
seas on earth has its benefits; and so opposing forces 
in Paradise. They are there allowed, and will surely 
prove beneficial in testing our strength and skill for 
overcoming them. There was once, at least, war in 
heaven ;—angel with angel engaged in deadly strife. 
So will it be in meeting our needs and shortcomings 
in Paradise. We shall have to fight our way through 
them. They must be met. But all will be well. They 
will be overthrown. ‘The Apocalyptic visions of John 
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are full of warriors. There are at least inward enemies 
in Paradise for the redeemed. 

A good man once said, referring to another good man 
in the same church:—“‘If he goes to heaven, and I 
think he will, I shall want to get in some distant cor- 
ner where I shall never meet him.” The disposition in 
these men, which this saying reveals, must be corrected. 
If not done before death, it must be done, and the pen- 
alty of delay incurred, in Paradise. 

On this preparation ground, higher than earth’s, it is 
not to be supposed complete development is received. 
There will still be something more to learn. God will 
keep in advance of his creaturesnot only in Paradise but 
in Heaven also. Our course will be still onward, bear- 
‘ ing a banner inscribed, “ Excelsior.” In the heavens 
beyond, there will be fresh work to be done, and fresh 
summits to reach, for which no preparation has been 
provided in Paradise,—which can be made only as the 
emergency occurs. Enough for the immediate future 
only is given. Our strength will be “as our day.” 
Sufficient preparation for our entrance only into Heaven 
will be given in Paradise. There is still a beyond. The 
first stages in heaven are not the absolute goal. 

Preparation for going to court in Heaven, entering 
society there in general, and pursuing work carried on 
is given in Paradise. As soon as the necessary instruc- 
tion and drill are given, a candidate is translated, One 
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by one, the inhabitants of Paradise mount to the higher 
world. And now begins life of another cast, in which, 
for no one, will there be any standing still. Endless 
development, infinite progress, will be the role hence- 
forth enacted. Life in heaven is not monotonous and 
dull. It is perpetual metamorphosis and change. To 
those who have gone forth thither, out of Paradise, it 
will ever be a reaching out for, and a corresponding 
attainment of, glory and honor, higher and higher. 
For all who have performed their part well on earth 
and in Paradise, Heaven will be a corresponding daily, 
and continued evolution of a supreme destiny ; compre- 
hended only as it is unfurled. 

Commencement day has now been reached. Hence- 
forth, the future is laden, for graduates, with glory 
and honor. No further examinations are to be passed; 
no fresh passports need to be issued; a fearful looking 
forward to of judgment has vanished. A free ticket is 
given, and the happy recipient has the entrée of all that 
is highest and noblest. A personal resurrection and 
judgment has probably taken place. All have gradu- 
ated without conditions and with honor. 

There are tender partings when Paradise is left. 
But the separations made will again find reunion in 
Heaven, never more to be severed. The farewells will 
not be sad. There will be no emigrant’s lament. No 


sorrow will attend or follow. Having finished their 
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course, there is found laid up a crown of life for such, 
bright and dazzling. A brilliant career begins in ser- 
vice, In society, in accumulations, in grandeur, in en- 
larged powers, in new occupations, in opportunities. 
The last day spent in Paradise is grand. But, over the 
border, one grander is met. A new and more sump- 
tuous gala day is entered upon. Looking back, the re- 
deemed rejoice over evils escaped, and what grace has 
done for them. Looking forward, they see, in them- 
selves, rising stars, or suns that never set,—courses of 
unending usefulness and happiness,—times when they 
may become themselves Christs to other worlds and 
peoples. 


From the days of St. John’s Revelation 
The marvelous story is told, 

And down thro’ the ages has come the song, 
The song of the City of Gold. 


To the innocent hearts of the children, 
To the toilers who faint ‘neath earth’s sun, 
To the old who have fought out its problems, 
To the dying whose journey is done, 


Comes the dream of the mystical City, 
With color and loveliness rife, 

Iridescent its jeweled foundations, 
Flower-bordered its River of Life; 


And the streets of the City are golden, 
And the sea as of crystal appears, 

And the sound of the harpers is in it, 
And it knows not of sorrow or tears. 


Like a mirage far out in the desert, 
Like the fabric that fashions our dreams, 

Like some many-hued mirrored reflection 
The heavenly Jerusalem seems. 


We grope ’mid the types and the shadows, 
We fret at its veiling disguise ; 

But our hearts cannot grasp nor conceive it— 
Its glory is hid from our eyes. 


We catch but a note of the music, 
A glimpse swiftly passing and faint, 
A hint of its wondrous perfection, 
Low whispered to seer and to saint. 


Yet the glow of it shortens the journey, 
And our feet tread more bravely the road 
Which leads to the sorrowless City 
Whose Builder and Maker is God. 


And thus as a gift to the ages 
The marvelous story flows on, 
And the heart of man rests on the vision 
That illumined the eyes of St. John. 
—CHRISTIAN BURKE, in The Argosy. 
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CHAPTER II. 


LOCATION AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE HIGHER 
HEAVENS. 


As imagination bodies forth | 
The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 
Turns them to shapes and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a nam2 
—SHAKESPEARE. 


Wuart the exact latitude ana .ongitude of the heaven 
. of the saints in the celestial sphere is, it is not given 
to us, who at present are on this side, to know. The 
captain or conductor knows where the country, or place, 
on earth is, to which we desire to go, which we could 
not readily find of ourselves, of whose location, and the 
way thither, we have only vague conceptions. So is 
it in the matter of the heavenly Canaan. And this is 
enough in either case. Tio know more, especially of 
the latter, might not be so well. The angels who con- 
duct men heavenward, also just men made perfect, al- 
ready arrived there know the destination and the route 
thither. It is comprehended in Paradise by its officers 
and residents, and this is all sufficient. We shall be 
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under convoy. It might gratify curiosity to know 
more and how. But it is not necessary. “ We walk 
by faith, not by sight.” 

Though we may not know all, however, we one 
something. Thus heaven is confidently declared to be 
“above” us. This suggests that it may be in the at- 
mosphere that surrounds our globe, or in the immedi- 
ate ether, or in some distant and fairly known globe, 
seen with the naked eye, or possibly untold millions of 
miles off; beyond our mortal, or even telescopic vision, 
in the unfathomable depths, or unscalable heights of 
the universe. But this representation, that it is 
“above” us, let us explain and know, means simply 
that it is extraneous to the earth’s surface which is yet 
much to know. As the world, being round, revolves on 
its axis, every twenty-four hours, it is, for half that 
length of time, or may be, below us; provided it is an 
individual world; or even a system. It is possibly—per- 
haps we may say most probably—a series of worlds— 
the distant Pleiades or some such congeries, or our own 
solar system with its finally regenerated earth, or, for 
aught we know, it may be the whole boundless universe. 


“In my Father’s house,” 


says Christ, “are many man- 
sions. I go to prepare a place for you.” Here, wherever 
and whatever it is, every redeemed one will have a home 
of his own; and abundance of friends will be his, and all 


needed complements. 
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Heaven may consist of a multiplicity of worlds, oc- 
casioned by the distinction of races, and individuals, 
and the needs of divers periods in past history. It is 
inconceivable, indeed, that any one world of present 
known dimensions could contain all the inhabitants 
that will be found at last passing into heaven. Whether 
we regard the space needed by each, the future rewards 
to be conferred, the work to be done, or the rites of 
hospitality to be exercised, the place would, surely, be 
too strait. 

As to the character of the final abode of redeemed 
ones, it will doubtless be adapted to those transferred 
thither. Variety is to be anticipated ; as, in a landscape, 
consisting of hills, valleys, plains, cities, oceans, water 
courses, forests and gardens, or something these scenes 
of the earth may symbolize. 

The heaven of the redeemed need not be regarded as 
changeless. At the end of the present dispensation, it 
may be transformed, or some other may be substituted. 
Worlds are burned out. Material things, as natural, 


“wax old and decay,” “ 


as a vesture are they folded up | 
and changed.” As our abodes here are outlived, so may 
they be there. Migration may be a common phenome- 
non. Our earthly dwellings are changed, so will be our 
heavenly. It cannot be altered, so as to cease to be | 
heaven. But the thought of its being a changeless | 


abode for endless ages, is not a consonant one. Nor 
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can a circumscribed world be. The whole unbounded 
universe may thus become ours, requiring in its un- 
folding an everlasting life to go over it. 

In connection with the doctrines of fallen angels, 
and war in heaven, its location becomes a question of 
great interest and importance. Some deny that there 
ever was war in heaven, involving the fall of angels. 
Milton has been soundly cuffed for perpetrating the 
idea in theology and literature. There are those who 
would eliminate from the Scriptures what they teach, 
or seem to teach, on these subjects. It is possible, how- 
ever, to retain these doctrines, and the passages allud- 
ing to them, without any prejudice against the heavenly 
abode of saints. The heavenly country, as seen by 
John studded with devils, and scarred angels, and in- 
fernal warriors may not have been that of saints. 
Other fallen worlds besides our earth may be rolling 
through the skies, transmuted now, or to be so, into 
hells. In these, that rebellion, and war noticed, may 
have taken place. We may quite consistently retain, 
therefore, the books of Jude and of Revelations, nor 
need we reject Milton’s rhapsodies altogether. 

The worlds forming the universe in Scriptural, pop- 
ular and scientific language are heaven. To the in- 
habitants of Mars, and of the sun, and of Ceres and 
of all the globes, above and below, and round about us, 
the earth is in heaven; and hell, too, must be there. 
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But these combative worlds are distinct from the abode 
of the holy angels and of the redeemed of God and of 
Christ. “Two cannot walk together except they be 
agreed.” Beelzebub and Gabriel do not sup together. 
It was in some of these worlds, doubtless, that John 
and Jude saw fallen angels and lurid war. 

What then are we to learn from these angels, fallen 
of their own free will, and of their wars, permitted of 
God? What do they suggest of instruction to the 
church? Why surely this, that we are exposed ever 
to spiritual foes, to the Devil and his angels, even, it 
may be, in passing along the road between Paradise and 
heaven, and that the universe is full of good and evil: 
that, however, there is finally, one place sacred and 
holy, into which they cannot enter, nor can anything 
that polluteth or maketh a li, 


““ Thy houses are of ivory, 
Thy windows crystal clear, 
Thy tiles are made of beaten gold ; 
O God, that I were there! 


** Our sweet is mixed with bitter gall, 
Our pleasure is but pain, 
Our joys scarce last the looking on, 
Our sorrows still remain. 


“ But there they live in such delight, 
Such pleasure and such play, 
As that to them a thousand years 
Doth seem as yesterday. 


“ Thy gardens and thy gallant walks 
Continually are green ; 
There grow such sweet and pleasant flowers 
As nowhere else are seen. 


“ There cinnamon, there sugar grows, 
There nard and balm abound, 
What tongue can tell, what heart conceive, 
The joys that there are found? 


“ Quite through the streets, with silver sound, 
The flood of life doth flow, 
Upon whose banks, on every side, 
The word of life doth grow.” 
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CHAPTER III. 


OLD THINGS PASSED AWAY—-BEHOLD ALL THINGS BE- 
COME NEW. 


We have come now to the borders of the heavenly, 
land, and are about to pass over. Not only the earth 
but Paradise has been left, even as Israel had left 
Egypt and the wilderness, house of detention, in 
which latter place, they were to become still better pre- 
_ pared for their heritage. Men are flocking in, “as 
doves to their windows,” one by one. The new country, 
heaven, is all before them, and it is plain traveling. 

The most striking feature of the place confronting 
the emigrants immediately on their arrival is, that 
“old things have passed away, and all things have be- 
come new.” With the new country is presented new 
furnishing. And as they penetrate the country, further 
and further, it seems to them everywhere, as if these 
emblazoned letters saluted them, “ Behold I make all 
things new.” 

Not a vestige of the earth, and comparatively little of 
Paradise, their former abodes, is seen. Men look in 
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vain for pictures even of their former experiences. 
They are not there, and the fact makes them glad. 
Nothing is missed that they crave. 

There is no longer a dark night, no sleeping, no dis- 
turbing dreams, no stealthy attack of midnight marau- 
ders. Though there is no cessation of work, limbs, 
brain and senses.are not fatigued. There is neither 
excessive cold, nor excessive heat, storms of wind nor 
rain, of snow nor hail, affecting unfavorably the in- 
habitants. ‘There is no sea, with its shipwrecks, no 
land accidents, no sickness, no evil tidings borne in, 
disturbing tranquillity. Sunday is unknown, the whole 
time being one eternal day of rest. There is no slavery, 
no harsh tasks, no wicked person to annoy, no un- 
bridled appetites and passions, no misjudgments, no 
thorns nor thistles infesting the ground, no sun nor 
artificial light, nor darkness, ever, and there is no mis- 
rule, no slaying and no lying. Most completely, “ the 
former things are passed away.” 

More is now seen of God and of Christ than had 
been on earth, or even in Paradise. A brilliant so- 
ciety wherein no heart-burnings arise is entered. The 
employments engaged in are all pleasant. Hospitality is 
abundant. Brotherly love is established, and will con- 
tinue. Justice is meted out to every one without in- 
termixture of fraud. Reason, where it had been de- 
throned, is restored. Ignorance is giving place to 
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knowledge, alienations to friendships, ill manners to 
a becoming demeanor. 

There are no longer any separating sects. The in- 
habitants are not thus divided up. Intercourse is un- 
restrained; for all are perfect. Persons and things 
are there which were not expected, and such as were | 
looked for are not found. ‘This lack of some and pres- 
ence of others creates surprise, but it disturbs not. 
For it is of the all wise, loving God who has made it so. 


‘“‘ That perfect rest naught can molest 
Where golden harps are ringing.” 


The people of the land sail through the air in their 
celestial bodies, or sit down by purling streams, under 
‘ shades of green. Landscapes and skies stretch im- 
measurably. The time of full pleasure and reward, 
without any death-mixture, has come. Everything is, 
oh! so different, and all for the better. None wish 
to return to the house from which they came out. 
None, as Israel, who sighed for the leeks and onions 
and garlic of Egypt, which they had left, sigh for what 
they had been cut off from and abandoned on earth, or 
even in Paradise. And if it is so with them at first 
what will their afterward be, as a fuller unfolding and 
possession of the country is given them? Great as their 
present things may be, greater are to be seen by and by. 
In the revelations of the eternal ages “the former 
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things will not come into mind” with any longing, 
so overwhelmingly new and fresh will be the advance. 


” will 


The era of “ Equality, Fraternity and Liberty 
now be reached, and permanently inaugurated. The 
law of the Lord will be enthroned supreme and abiding. 
There will be no labor unions, no socialistic agitations ; 
for they will not be needed. No enthroned despots, no 
unduly exalted ones, exciting envy and jealousy, will 
sit and rule. The lonely of this world, the heart- 
broken, the poor and distressed, will have come to their 
hour of blessed experiences. These may even stand 
before their wealthy and fashionable and men of sta- 
tion neighbors of the earth. That poor woman who 
cast two farthings into the treasury of the Lord, and 
that other woman, who poured a box of ointment over 
the feet of the Sorrowful Jesus, and “ wiped them with 
the hairs of her head,” as he was drawing near to Geth- 
semane and Calvary, will each now have their day, as 
will all like them, and their part shall not be taken 
from them. 

The following story, further illustrative of all this, 
is told by Max O’Rell, in a number of the “ North 
American Review.” An old woman of a certain city 
vended candy for a livelihood, selling it to the school 
children principally. Sometimes she gave some to 
poor little waifs who had no money to buy with, but 
who had longing eyes, and distressed feeling for it. 
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This she did, though her whole stock in trade was 
worth only a few pence, and she could barely support 
herself. Time passed, and a day came when her de- 
cease was announced. Then at her funeral these poor 
school children turned out by the score and followed 
her to the grave, sorrow stricken themselves, and hon- 
oring her. Surely this woman was one of the Lord’s 
jewels, in whom it had now been realized, “ Old things 
are passed away. Behold all things are become new.” 
When the conqueror of Constantinople entered its 
gates, he demanded of St. Chrysostom the jewels of 
the church. The good bishop asked a specified time in 
which to gather them. It was granted him. Then this 
good man collected all the poor of the city and set 
. them in his cathedral. And when the warrior came in 
to receive, as he supposed, precious treasures, the bishop 
thus addressed him, “These whom you see here, the 
poor of this world, are the church’s jewels.” After nar- 
rating the story of the old candy woman, Mr. O’Rell 
thus soliloquizes: “ When that old woman arrived at 
the gates of heaven, there were more angels to meet her 
than there would have been on the arrival of all the 
dukes in Christendom. If there are social sets in 
heaven, that old woman is a leader of fashion, among 
the four hundred there, or else my idea of heaven is 
altogether wrong.” 

So great a change as is revealed to us in the coming 
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glory we may well anticipate with rapture. In the 
church militant, amid all life’s cares, let us talk about 
it. Will it not tend to our comfort in sorrow, our at- 
traction Godwazd, and our exceeding great joy? And 
shall not men, even the high and lofty, listen and be- 
come inspired to seek the Lord, and “ lay up treasure in 
heaven?” If any disdain the prospect, they will per- 
ish ignominiously. Let us then turn our eyes heaven- 
ward and watch for the coming of the Lord, each ready 
to cry: 

Come, come, angel bands, 

And bear me away 


On your snowy wings 
/© my eternal home.” 


“* Jerusalem the golden, 
With milk and honey blest, 
Beneath thy contemplation 
Sink heart and voice opprest. 
I know not, oh, I know not 
What holy joys are there, 
What radiancy of glory, 
What bliss beyond compare. 


“ They stand, those halls of Zion, 

All jubilant with song, 

And bright with many an angel, 
And all the martyr throng. 

There is the throne of David, 
And there from toil released 

The shout of them that triumph, 
The song of them that feast. 


‘* And they who with their leader 
Have conquered in the fight, 
Forever and forever 
Are clad in robes of white. 
Oh, land that seest no sorrow ! 
Oh, state that fear’st no strife! 
Oh, royal land of flowers ! 
Oh, realm and home of life!” 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE CENTRAL OBJECT OF ATTRACTION—JESUS. 


“ A wondering world inquires to know 
Why I should love my Jesus so. 
What are His charms, say they, above 
The object of a mortal love?” 


THE central object of attraction in heaven to all the 
redeemed, to angels, and to all created intelligences 
there, is and can be none other than Jesus. God him- 
self, even, as an attractive force, will not be prominent. 
Except in what we shall see in his works, and in the 
face of Jesus we shall not behold the Father. He may 
show himself more fully than he did on earth. But it 
is in Jesus, and in him alone, that he will shine forth 
bodily. It is because of this fact alone, that on enter- 
ing heaven we shall not “ exceedingly fear and quake.” 

Centers of attraction and influence are a necessity 
on earth. They are natural in heaven. Where there is 
no central star binding to an orbit, anarchy reigns and 
destruction ensues. But all attractions, on earth, or 
in heaven, besides Jesus are small and vain. On earth 
we may have a center forced on us which is galling, to 
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which we submit unwillingly. It is character alone, 
for wisdom, goodness and power, that can rightfully 
attract. These exist and reign supreme in Jesus and 
in heaven, the saints love him, as God, “ with all the 
heart, and mind, and soul and strength,” worship him, 
rendering glad and willing homage. His ieaching, 
guidance, work, rule, gifts are such that eye, soul, life 
cannot but be absorbed in him. 

What Jesus has been and done for us, and what he 
is and will be, it will be natural for the redeemed to 
search out, above all else. Thus his centership will 
grow on us, confirming reason, and exciting our venera- 
tion and joyous acceptance. Fullest investigation re- 
veals that there is none like to him “ among the sons of 
men,” nor in the ranks of angels, nor in any other 
created intelligences. He is “chief among ten thou- 


” a character without flaws, 


sand, and altogether lovely, 
the sum of all perfection, the sinless one, knowing all 
persons and things, possessing all, “in whom we have 
obtained redemption, the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life,” to whom we owe everything, all that we have and 
are. Well, therefore, does he become the center of at- 
traction for saints. To some on earth there may be 
seen “no beauty in him that they may desire him,” 
as was the case with the Jews when he appeared to 
them in the flesh. But in heaven, all see in him grace 


and beauty and feel his magnetic force, surpassing all. 


Of the Redeemed After Death. . 165 


This does not mean but that others may, and properly, 
too, attract us; but that none will be superior to the 
Lord, that in all his processions, all creatures, “ princi- 
palities and powers,” will do him homage, casting their 
crowns at his feet as “ Lord of all.” 

In heaven with the lowly of the earth are those who 
were kings, queens and titled persons of various de- 
scriptions. But there is neither met with, nor are any 
heard of as having brought their titles with them. 
None are there, formerly styled and recognized as 
doctors of divinity. It might be thought that if any 
continued to wear their earthly titles above these would. 
But they are completely extinguished. For all learn 
more there in one day of divinity than they had in their 
whole life-long on earth. “The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear him; and he will show them his 
covenant.” “The greatest in the kingdom of heaven ” 
have become so, not by doctorates, princely decorations, 
nor by any distinction conferred by their fellow-men, 
below. These weigh nothing in the scales of heaven. 
Men do not sail into Paradise with blooming cockades 
on of this nature. How incongruous men thus adorned 
would appear by the side of Moses, Elijah, Isaiah or 
Paul! The light of eternity is very destructive of 
much of earth’s glamour. The above signs are not 
“marks of the Lord Jesus.” ( 

In all obliteration of titles, all the redeemed fully 
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acquiesce. ‘The one master, Christ, is acknowledged, 
and all others are treated as brethren. None eclipse the — 
one central sun, and no adventitious circumstances are 
allowed in any one to eclipse a brother. “ All are one 
in Christ Jesus.” It is only in virtue of merit, won by 
deeds performed, that any distinction arises. And, 
then, it is conferred by a master hand. Christ is su- 
preme in fact, and in the estimation of all. 


‘¢ Forever with the Lord !” 
Amen! so let it be; — 

Life from the dead is in that word, 
Tis immortality. 


Here in the body pent, 
Absent from him I roam, 

Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day’s march nearer home. 


‘¢ Forever with the Lord!” 
Father, if ’tis thy will, 

The promise of that faithful word 
E’en here to me fulfil. 


So when my latest breath 
Shall rend the veil in twain 

By death, I shall eseape from death 
And life eternal gain. 


Knowing as I know, 
How shall I love that word, 
And oft repeat before the throne, 
** Forever with the Lord!” 
—JAMES MONTGOMERY. 
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CHAPTER V. 
FIRST APPEARANCE AT COURT. 


INFORMAL visions of Jesus and every association 
with him are granted in Paradise. But there he is, 
for the most part, only a passing pageant. His glory 
is veiled. There is no receiving a full introduction and 
abiding in his presence in that land. Heaven must be 
reached for this. Paradise is for obtaining the neces- 
sary robing for the marriage feast, and for learning 
court etiquette and rules. 

No long delay occurs when heaven is once attained, 
ere this court ceremony of which we now speak is 
passed through. All the redeemed, each in his turn, 
participate. Great expectations are indulged as they 
advance and highest honor is about to be conferred. 
They are now to receive, from their Saviour, formal 
welcome and awards. A higher summit will be at- 
tained than has ever before been reached. So eager do 
they become to enter that they are inclined to cry out 
impatiently as it were to the nearest spirit, on approach- 


170 The ‘First Years’of the: Lite 


ing the door of entrance, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
Knowing this, their kind attendant angels usher them 
into the presence of Jesus, fast as they can, without un- 
seemly haste. These angels are the same that brought 
them up out of earth into Paradise and continued with 
them there. And now, having brought them further 
on their journey have entered heaven with them, and 
are introducing them to the King. There is a set time 
for this. The call of the Master must precede. They 
are not allowed to rush upon him unbidden. There 
are times when the door is shut and when attending 
spirits with their charges have folded their wings and 
are at rest and waiting. 

When the veil is withdrawn, hiding the court scenes 
from obtrusive eyes and advances, a banquet chamber 
of vast dimensions, whose capacity and splendor had 
not been conceived, newly made for new-comers, look- 
ing out upon a crystal sea, is disclosed, and there is a 
throne room where Jesus sits in royal state, and re- 
ceives his redeemed ones, surrounded by hosts of angels, 
and “spirits of just men made perfect,’ who have 
passed on before. Unwonted beauty festoons and sur- 
rounds and crowns the place. Cherubie legions flit 
hither and thither. Sweetest odors fill the region. 
Choicest music floats on the air and “round about the 
throne is a rainbow.” Adam and Eve are there; so 


Noah and his three sons, witnessing and saluting their 
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crowd of descendants. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, too, 
may be there and are at times. And so also, Moses, 
Blias and Isaiah; and David with his harp and choir, 
all conspicuous figures. The Apostles frequently deck 
these occasions. And that woman, too, who “ anointed 
the feet of Jesus” and wiped them “ with the hairs of 
her head.” Some reformers also and martyrs come in 
and witness the frequently repeated scene, and wel- 
come the new comers—Wycliffe and John Huss and 
John Knox and Luther and Calvin and Wesley. But 
the time would fail to tell of the host of worthies that 
draw near and bid cheer to the new entrants. We must 
not, however, omit to mention as among them, old and 
dear friends and acquaintances of the earth who have 
already passed this Rubicon. 

This special abode of the Master, with its immeas- \ 
urable grounds to last until the final events of earth, © 
when they will give way to something still more splen- 
did, more than vies in splendor with Eden of. old, 
king’s palaces of this world, or the most gorgeous 
eastern scenes, real or conceived. And these grounds 
and company those who have newly risen to heaven are 
welcome to, with all who have gone before. 

The King receives these new-comers singly, though 
they go in by companies. He knows and calls each by 
name, and speaks to them words of welcome and cheer, 
and ere they depart they are laden with appointments 
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and honors at his command. More grace and abound- 
ing freedom, and “ exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises”’ become theirs. And the King “ gives his angels 
charge concerning them.” 

As they now go forth into the illimitable freedom of 
heaven they talk one with another by the way, over the 
magnificence of their experience, the condescension and 
kindness of the King, his knowing and calling them by 
name, his gifts and promises, their relationship with 
him, their future work and prospects, and the general 
gladness of the hour. “ Did not our hearts burn with- 
in us,” say they, “as he talked with us.” 

These fruits of his incarnation and work and suffer- 
ing on earth, “lost sheep of the wilderness, now re- 
turned to the shepherd and bishop of their souls,” 
Jesus receives with infinite delight. He partakes afresh 
of that “joy which was set before him”; for which he 
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had “ endured the cross, despising the shame, 
the travail of his soul and is satisfied.” And his peo- 
ple, whom he has brought to this supernal glory, “ enter 


d 


into his joy,” and share with him. 

An hour will come when this movement will cease. 
The last of Adam’s race will have been introduced to 
this second Adam in heaven. Then there may be 
found other lost worlds for Jesus and his peeple to 
save. And this will bring additional glory. The earth 


and Paradise brought to a termination on which fields’ 
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so much of beauty and wealth and joy has reigned will 
be a sad event. But heaven will now furnish a new 
starting point for something higher and better. So, all 
will be well. 
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O soul, be patient, restrain thy tears, 
Have hope and not despair, 
As a tender mother heareth her child 
God hears the penitent prayer, 
And not forever shall grief be thine ; 
On the Heavenly Father’s breast, 
Washed clean and white in the waters of joy 
Shall his seeking child find rest. 
Console thyself with his word of grace, 
And cease thy wail of woe, 
For his mercy never an equal hath, 
And his love no bounds can know. 
Lean close unto him in faith and hope; 
How many like thee have found 
In him a shelter and home of peace, 
By his mercy compassed round! 
There, safe from sin and the sorrow it brings, 
They sing their grateful psalms, 
And rest at noon by the wells of God, 
In the shade of his holy palms. 
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


MEETING IN SOCIETY, AND RECOGNIZING FORMER 
FRIENDS. 


What a world were this, 

How unendurable its weight, if they 
Whom death hath sundered 

Did not meet again. 


—SOUTHEY. 

It were natural to suppose that some embarrass- 
ment might be felt on first entering the society of 
heaven. On earth, the young man or woman going into 
the presence of their elders, and the lowly into that of 
the high and noble, usually feels timid. But it is not 
thus above to any undue extent. The redeemed find 
that all in heaven are friends, though they may meet 
at first asstrangers. A knowledge and sense of this dis- 
arms all fear or trepidation, and causes each to ad- 
vance with a becoming boldness and confidence. Their 
first approach is seen from afar and a delegation of 
natives hastens to meet them, and “ fall on their necks 
and kiss them.” Their arrival has been anticipated 


and awaited. ‘These welcomers with delight see the 
12 
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angelic convoys leading men out of Paradise and bring- 
ing them to the better land. Those who go to 
meet them have possibly already met them in the inter- 
mediate state, and are acquainted. It may be that 
they are relatives or old friends. Songs reverberate 
through all heaven as soon as they reach the shores, and 
enter the land. For their coming will make heaven 
richer—a more desirable abode. They bring wealth of 
knowledge and feeling and powers of action with them. 
Their entrance is not resented as an intrusion. All 
are heirs of the same salvation. Hach old inhabitant is 
made happier. New cheer commences, as they take 
their allotted, permanent, or temporary place in the 
heavenly company, where they mingle harmoniously 
together. Now is fulfilled to the uttermost that word, 
‘they shall receive you into everlasting habitations.” 
Heaven is entered from Paradise, not singly, or in 
pairs, but in companies of larger or less size. One or 
more attendants accompany each. ‘They press after one 
another in frequent columns. And now commences 
reunions, longed for, of those who had been near and 
dear to each other on earth, or in Paradise. Having 
been presented at court they soon begin to penetrate the 
land on excursions of pleasure, going from city to city. 
Now they meet with many others, whom they had 
known in the flesh or through historic mention. There 
is encountered no lack of social recognition, no stinted 
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hospitality. Individual status is not despised or 


feared, character is unsuspected, touch is not resented. 
Astonishment and admiration seizes them as they gaze 
on the inhabitants, the cities, the palaces, the various 
works going forward, the art conceived, the flowing 
sounds of music, the pleasure that beams from all eyes, 
the cheer that mantles all cheeks, the order that pre- 
vails, the good will that is shown them on what is now 
their first march of observation. 

In some city which they enter or on some road they 
traverse, the Lord himself is probably met. His eye is 
never off his redeemed. If in a city they meet, business 
is suspended and all the bells are rung. No press of any 
kind prevents social amenities, or doing homage to the 
Master. “Then are the disciples glad when they see 
the Lord.” On these travels, many a tale of earth is 
rehearsed by the travelers to large concourses or to in- 
dividuals, while they, in return, receive many a tale 
of heaven. These rehearsals convey information and 
excite cheer and interest and are accepted with glad- 
ness. 

There, as well as here, much of “what shall be on 
the morrow” is not known to the people. Friends of 
the earth, whom the heavenly inhabitants were not 
looking for, are suddenly found. As the cities are 
moved upon, the visitors are greeted with surprises 
of the presence of parent or child, or other relative, or 
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friend, or of those who were strangers in the flesh, who 
had enriched the earth by their lives and works, mem- 
ory of whom is precious. On these excursions no dis- 
appointments or sorrows creep in; no disrupting evil 
or jealousy is engendered. Old enemies receive one 
another as dearest friends, their enmity being slain. 
All rivalry, disunion, malice, hatred, bitterness has been 
eliminated from men’s lives. There is no “ falling out 


> now. No discovery of heart or life that 


by the way’ 
can mar heaven’s bliss, no disenchantment of righteous 
expectation any longer appears. 

The new-comers are surprised to find how very readily 
they recognize old friends, when they see them, though 
long separated, and though such marked changes have 
taken place. These are now arrayed in new spiritual 
bodies, transcendently beautiful. But they wear the 
same visage, carry the same marks of identity, they bore 
when they left the lower world. Supposed obstacles 
to endearment, such as age, culture, employment, van- 
ish at once, under more enlightened visions, mind- 
reading and an increased intuitive sense. 

All old friends and acquaintances, however, may not 
be found immediately. They are not at home perhaps 
—have taken their journey into a far-off country. The 
throng, too, in heaven is vast, and wider distances inter- 
vene between the habitations of the just there than here. 
Some, too, have gotten a long start. There are media, 
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however, beyond chance meetings, for reaching them, | 
as agencies, registries of names, directories, and above | 
all “the Lamb’s book of life.” All these are open for 
consultation to all, and are amply sufficient for the pur- 
pose for which they were intended. The mother, there- 
fore, left behind on earth, need have no fear lest she 
shall not find by and by her babe, friend find friend, 
nor any relative not find his kin. 

Such intercourse, also, exists between Paradise and 
Heaven as facilitates the discovery of friends. New 
arrivals are, too, gazetted, conspicuously posted and 
the additions made soon become known all over both 
worlds. 

That men will know each other in heaven is clearly 
taught us by the Lord. ‘“ There shall be weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth,” he said to the Jews, 
“when ye shall see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven, and ye yourselves thrust out.” 

The rich glutton and man of fashion is represented 
by him as “seeing Father Abraham afar off, and Laza- 
rus in his bosom.” When Moses, Elias and Christ with 
Peter, James and John, met together on the mount of 
transfiguration, they all knew each other, apparently 
without introduction. Stephen, “looking steadfastly up 


> saw Jesus and recognized him there. 


into heaven,’ 
All, as they go up from the earth into heaven, or 


Paradise must desire to know and meet their friends 
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who have gone before. And shall they not have granted 
them this opportunity and power? Quite possibly each 
may bear dispatches from friends to those who have 
gone before. Must they not desire to deliver them in 
person? And shall not this reasonable wish be grati- 
fied ? 

The diversity of positions attained by men in 
heaven differing as one star differs from another, and 
the fact that some who were “ first ” on the earth “ will 
be last there,” and “ the last first,’ might be supposed 
to preclude recognition. But it will not. Identity, 
marks of the earth, whence their origin, will be borne 
by each and all. There is, moreover, in the skies, no 
caste, no class distinctions preventing social intercourse 
and brotherhood, wheresoever any meet. No masques 
or false faces are worn there. The bodies of all are 
spiritual and their souls transparent. 

To better prepare men, for immediate and choicest 
friendships in the skies, they should labor, while here 
below, to keep their friendships in repair. If we go into 
heaven with these broken we must expect to make 
slower progress in securing renewal and advancement 
therein. 

“Friends of my youth in heaven, how I long to be 
with you, in our common Father’s house! O my angel, 
when God wills it, lift, ift your wings and convey me! 
O my friends, as I think of you, heaven breaks upon 


Of the Redeemed After Death. 183 


mine eyes and heart! Chariot wheels of my God, pass 
me not by, but, in due time catch me up, as ye did 
Elijah! And as he, with Moses, saw Jesus, and talked 
with him and beheld his glory, so may I by and by. 


‘Over the river they beckon to me, 

Loved ones who’ve crossed to the farther side ; 
Over the river, the mystic river, 

My brother stands waiting to welcome me. 


For none return from those quiet shores 
Who cross with the boatman cold and pale, 
Lo! they have passed from our yearning hearts, 
They cross the stream and are gone for aye. 


We know that their barks no more 
Will sail with us o’er life’s stormy sea, 

Yet somewhere, I know, on the unseen shore, 
They watch, and beckon, and wait for me, 


I shall one day stand by the water cold 
And list for the sound of the boatman’s oar, 
And shall pass from sight with the boatman pale 
To the better shore of the spirit land. 


I shall know the loved who have gone before, 
And joyfully sweet will the meeting be 
When over the river, the peaceful river, 
The Angel of Death shall carry me. 
—<Accommodated from 
Nancy AMELIA WOODBURY PRIEST. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
OCCUPATION IN HEAVEN. 


Wuat kind of a place heaven is in its provision for 
the life of those who are and are yet to be its inhabi- 
tants is little known on earth. The nature and scope of 
its occupations are obscure at present. We know that 
work of some kind will be done, and it is natural to 
suppose it may have some semblance and relation to 
man’s employ on earth. In some things, conditions are 
unlike. Marriage, for example, as here, does not exist 
there. These must essentially modify the heavenly oc- 
cupations over the earthly. Apart from these through 
the earthly, and through the Scriptures, we may read 
to-day much about what man will do when he enters 
heaven. As under the old dispensation the Jews were 
given to know through the prophets something of the 
nature of the new; so through other ministries, the new 
dispensation may know something of a newer still to 
come. 

Cities will be dwelt in there. And this fact affords a 
clue to what its inhabitants will do. Heaven is the 
New Jerusalem. Mount Zion is “ the city of the living 
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God.” We are said to seek “a city to come.” And 
God has “ prepared for us a city.” A city must have 
a foundation to build upon, an outlying country, and 
it must serve a purpose of occupation. Will this be 
something like what city and country on earth gives us 
to do? Stages of being are not unlike one another. 
They are an evolution. What do cities on earth mani- 
fest? Immense activity. A city is no place for idlers. 
Here are the rich men, the great men, the riches of the 
nations. And men are there to use and care for, occupy, 
conserve and increase. They inherit but have to build 
upon their inheritance, and like to what they receive. 
Heaven, also, will be the busiest of places, and it is 
reasonable to suppose along the line we have been ac- 
customed to in large extent. These are the teachings 
of analogy. 

When men enter heaven they will find their special 
locality in city or country prepared for them by their 
Lord. And each one shall find his work also. A man- 
sion will be his with its outlying district to cultivate 
and rule. The employ will be variant, and higher than 
that attained either on earth or in Paradise. Previous 
training and equipment will be brought into play. 
Natural talents will develop with constant augmenta- 
tion of power and good: results and in accordance with 
their nature and ends. No violence will be done the 
nature with which we were born. Preparation and em- 
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ploy will be adjusted. The most will be got out of 


every man. ‘Tastes and wishes known to the Master, 
who “knows what is in man,” will not be overlooked, 
in his appointments for us. Every one will be satisfied 
with his allotment, whatever it may be, and take joy- 
fully to his work. No employment will be regarded by 
any as beneath him. None will be looked down upon 
by the high and lofty ones, or by others with dis- 
dain ; whether it be to sweep the streets or fill the office 
of a cupbearer, it will be alike in estimation, if only his 
Lord appoints it. No man will find himself out of 
place. And none will go forth “as a galley slave, 
whipped to his employ.” 

Reward will follow all work in the heavenly world. 
It “shall not be in vain in the Lord.” Every one shall 
enjoy the fruits of his own labors, and according to his 
faithfulness. Meriting it,men will receive the plaudit 
of the Master, “ Well done, good and faithful servants.” 
And so, daily, they shall “ enter more and more into the 
joy of the Lord.” 

Governorship may be an occupation of some of the 
redeemed in heaven. In connection with governor, 
other officers may be necessitated. These are required 
on earth. May they not be in heaven? Must not so-— 
ciety there be governed, not merely by every man being 
true and becoming “a law to himself,” but by outward 
bonds? Some will have “rule over five cities,’ and 
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some “over ten.” Here will be an opportunity for the 
politicians but not after their earthly tactics. These 
must be refined. ! 

Copartnerships and large combinations may be 
formed; the better to achieve certain ends. This order 
attains, even in the Godhead. Here is a Trinity, each 
exercising separate functions. Angels do their work, 
sometimes in combinations. Women are added to men 
on earth their complement as “helpmeets.” May 
not this order attain above with the redeemed? It may 
be no more good for man to be alone there than it is 
here. Man and woman may not coexist in marital re- 
lationship, but they may in executing much of life’s 
work above. Moses did not appear alone before Israel. 
Aaron was with him. On the mount of transfiguration, 
there were five with Christ, two from above and three 
of this world. There were twelve apostles and seventy- 
two first heralds, and these latter went forth on their 
mission in couples. Paul and Barnabas were an ex- 
ample of co-operative work. There are “ principalities 
and powers,’ a plural number, “in the heavenly 
places.” Some of our partnerships here may be con- 
tinued above; husbands and wives, parents and chil- 
dren, masters and servants, pastors and churches, and 
various special combinations made below, may be ear- 
ried out above, to a greater or less extent, with infusions 
of fresh abilities. 
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All the specific works that will be done, it is not for 
us to say. ‘There will probably be a growth in them 
as attains here. But such as these may be expected at 
the start:—bearing messages, teaching, art work, sing- | 
ing and playing on instruments, conversation and pub- 
lic discourse, philosophic, scientific and theological 
study, and exercises of creative art beyond present ex- ' 
pression. 

Heaven will be a busy hive, a center of industry. 
Productive energy will characterize its inhabitants. 
There will be no sluggards in the camp, no drones in 
the hive. “ My Father worketh hitherto,” said Christ, 
“and I work.” In this particular, among others, the 
redeemed and their Lord will be alike. This work, con- 
stant and hard, will not conflict with the fact that 
heaven is a “rest.” Men will “rest from their labors.” 
The nature of the work there will be rest. Love and 
joy in and ability will make it “easy and light.” “ My 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

Heaven is a creation, a place of constructive grandeur. 
Practically it is a workshop. Concealment at present as 
to what it is to be in the far distance of time and space, 
gives opportunity for the imagination to conceive. And 
this exercise is proper. Only it is to be confined with- 
in proper limits. Chambers of imagery are given us 
through this faculty; in which, if we open them, we 
shall find vistas of the future of great beauty and utility. 
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Only the Master shall praise us, 
And only the Master shall blame, 
And no one shall work for money, 
And no one shall work for fame, 
But each for the joy of the working, 
And each in his separate star, 
Shall draw the Thing as he sees it, 
For the God of Things as They are. 
—RUDYARD KIPLING. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
SPECIAL FRIENDSHIPS IN HEAVEN. 


Is thisa dream? O, if it be a dream, 
Let me sleep on, and do not wake me yet. 
—LONGFELLOW. 


One of the most desirable things in life is friend- 
ships, pure, faithful, generous. ‘These are no less de- 
sirable in heaven than on earth. Man was made for 
company, and it for man, new and varied. The re- 
‘deemed enter life to come prepared for and expecting 
friendships. Showing themselves friendly, worthy and 
in position, they soon find plenty of companionship, 
where all are friends, and special ones are found. As 
on earth, the souls of David and Jonathan were knit 
together in special accord, as Christ and the Apostle 
John, and as Paul and Timothy were united in closest 
ties, closer than between themselves and any others, so 
' shall it be with very many in the resurrection of the 
just. 

The same friendships begun and continued on earth 
may be sealed in Paradise, or renewed in heaven, with- 
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out the intervention of the intermediate state. Do- 
mestic ties, interfered with, in sense realization, by 
death, or other break, or interposition, when not lost 
in spirit, and even then, perhaps, will be renewed. Old 
social circles may be reformed. Whole families may be 
reunited in heaven. Where there may have been disa- 
greements, these will not interfere. They will be for- 
gotten or merged. Church connections of the earth 
may be revived, and what was experienced below, be- 
tween fellow members, may become the basis of many 
hallowed aftergrowths in the church triumphant. Race, 
national, village and professional associations ;—preju- 
dices and antipathies, being laid aside,—may ripen in 
many cases into friendships. Various guilds, too, may 
afford in their r:embers grounds for special friend- 
ships. There those who have never met before may 
see in each other such attractiveness and mutual use and 
congeniality, that friendships of the highest kind shall 
ripen between them. ‘Tastes and acquirements, and 
ability to furnish what the other lacks, will operate to 
promote such unions. But one friendship will not in- 
terfere with another. They will not suppress each 
other. There are no “sets” in the heavenly ranks. 
Exclusiveness does not manifest itself there; where any 
are worthy, and far as they are, they make friends. A 
man there, as well as here, must expect, however, to 
show himself friendly, if he is to gain friends. None 
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will be envied in these friendships, all being common, 
and the rights of all will be respected. No false 
friends will arise. Each will be allowed to form such 
alliances as he may choose. All, too, will be open. 
There are no secret societies in heaven. 

All through the ages men have anticipated with rap- 
ture the renewal and extension in the world to come of 
old and close friendships, also the formation of new 
ones, with the great and worthy. This will form, in 
large measure, the bliss of the heavenly world. Cicero 
rejoiced in the expectation he indulged that, at his 
death, he should go to dwell with Hesiod and Homer, 
and other mighty spirits of the past, who had gone be- 
fore him into the spirit world. And may not all Chris- 
tians be permitted to have like hope? The sentiment 
is nature’s implantation. The supernatural, revealed 
in the Scriptures, has not annulled it. Possessors of 
the Christian faith, even the humblest of them, may 
flatter themselves that, on entering heaven, they shall 
meet with the greatest and choicest spirits of past ages, 
and commune with them in their idealized spheres. 
This will be one of grace’s consummations, a benignant 
allotment made to all redeemed men, of no ordinary 
magnitude; and beginning with their first life in the 
heavenly glory. 


** When the hours of Day are numbered, 
And the voices of the Night 
Wake the better soul that slumbered 
To a holy, calm delight ; 


* Then the forms of the departed 
Enter at the open door ; 
The beloved, the true hearted, 
Come to visit us once more. 


“ He, the young and strong, who cherished 
Noble longings for the strife, 
By the roadside fell and perished, 
Weary with the march of life! 


“ They, the holy ones and weakly, 
Who the cross of suffering bore, 
Folded their pale hands so meekly, 
Spake with us on earth no more! 


* And with them the Being Beauteous, 
Who unto my youth was given, 
More than all things else to love me, 
And is now a saint in heaven. 


“ With a slow and noiseless footstep 
Comes that messenger divine, 
Takes the vacant chair beside me, 
Lays her gentle hand in mine. 


‘¢ And she sits and gazes at me 
With those deep and tender eyes, 
Like the stars, so still and saint like. 
Looking downward from the skies.” 


“ Uttered not, yet comprehended, 
Is the spirit’s voiceless prayer, 
Soft rebukes, in blessings ended, 
Breathing from her lips of air. 


“*O, though oft depressed and lonely, 
All my fears are laid aside 
If I but remember only 
Such as these have lived and died. 
—LONGFELLOW. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


THE HEAVENLY INHABITANTS VISITING. 


Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep. 
—MILTON. 


It is not to be supposed that the redeemed will be 
confined within their particular world, or city, or any 
narrow limits. As here men are permitted to range 
the whole earth, so there, it may be expected, they will 
visit at times other cities, lands and worlds, beyond 
their own precincts, the place specially recognized as 
their home. 

Transportation from place to place, in the heavens, 
is easy. Steam and electric locomotives are not in use 
there, as here, nor are wings. The great problem, 
which exercises men on the earth, how to sail through 
the air, is fully solved there, and put into practice. 

Busy a place as heaven is, it is never so busy but 
that amplest time is allowed for social amenities. The 
work, too, of heaven requires traveling and visiting 
foreign parts. It is not confined to one or a few near- 
by localities, but is dispersed over the universe. 
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The freedom of cities, of lands, of the world, of all 
worlds, is given to the redeemed. No gates or shores 
are barred against their ingress. They go forth in com- 
panies of two or more. The firmaments of the worlds 
and the interspaces are continually filled with them on 
their travels. They are unseen by mortal eyes. But 
their approach is seen by like beings from afar. With 
cities, villages and worlds, as they meet, they exchange 
salutations, as do ships at sea speaking to each other. 
Occasionally excursionists turn in places on their 
route and tarry for a time. Entertainment is freely 
provided; and when they depart, they are accompanied 
some distance on their further journey. The role of 
earth is re-enacted on these visits only on a more mag- 
nificent scale. 

Other worlds than our earth, containing intelligent, 
moral beings, fallen and unfallen, there are; other sheep 
that are not of the Christian fold; and these are innu- 
merable, affording widest scope for travel and visitation. 
The life of the inhabitants of these worlds is of va- 
rious grades, and shows varied attainments and direction 
of employ. The universe is a plane for vast commerce, 
one people with another. 

This intermingling of the redeemed from the earth 
with other peoples is a great educator for both parties. 
This is, in part, the intention of its being indulged, 
Knowledge is increased, mind expanded, capacities en- 
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larged, imagination and feeling developed. This is one 
of nature’s methods for producing a better order of 
beings. The arrangement is universal. On earth, it is 
illustrated in a higher type of manhood, the result of 
races intermingling. In heaven, a like end is ac- 
complished, the same principle operating, securing the 
blending of diverse hearts and minds. Of these sen- 
tient beings of heaven, traveling, as John saw, from 
globe to globe, there is an innumerable multitude, and 
it is at present constantly augmenting. As the ages 
roll on this roaming will continue undiminished. How 
great the extent and grandeur of the universe is thus 
seen to be! 

This visitation may be purely social, or on business, 
or both may be combined. Instruction and pleasure 
follows in either'case. As these journeyings proceed, 
no lack of hospitality or of agreeable reception is ex- 
perienced. None visited are unprepared to receive. 
Heaven is a region of inexhaustible resources. The 
homes of all its inhabitants abound in treasures for 
suitably meeting all needs. 

Everywhere they go, the visitors are free from as- 
saults and fears. God’s kingdom is over all. Law and 
order go before them. A kind and wise Providence fol- 
lows them. ‘The Devil and his-angels are chained. 

The lines most traveled at present le between 
heaven and the earth. Between these two worlds com- 
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munication is constant. No restriction is laid upon the 
intercourse carried on, beyond what is natural and 
wholesome. No great gulf impassable or difficult of 
passage is encountered. Paradise, too, is visited. A 
perpetual stream sets that way. It is a great port of 
entry; but not long abode in. As does a great coaling 
and provisioning station on the high seas, it lifts its 
flag to all angels and the redeemed in their travels. 

The road between heaven and earth is a great mail 
route. It might be made greater. Messages should 
be sent over it more frequently than they are by dying 
friends who are about to travel it. How refreshing 
these might be to the dwellers on yon far-distant shore! 
It would surely cheer and expand their lives, as “ good 
news from any far-off country,” does, or be to them “ as 
cold water is to thirsty souls.” The hnes— 


** If you get there before I do, 
Tell them I am coming too,” 


are both sound theology and good sentiment. 

God spake to men of old on the earth, through 
dreams, visions and voices, by his providence and 
Spirit, by men and angels. So he does now. Angels 
and saints who have left us are not confined in their 
ministrations to the upper worlds, but are ministers to 
us. They come and speak to men as of old and in 
similar ways. It is a part of their function, making 
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up their life in heaven. They speak with men, guiding 
and strengthening them. So did Moses and Hlias, 
Samuel and Christ. And how often angels have! God 
chooses saints in heaven, and sends them, too, on er- 
rands to earth and other distant worlds. To a certain 
young man, God, at the intercession of Elijah, showed 
the mountain near them filled with angels, visit- 
ing spirits from heaven, fighting for Israel. Angels 
ministered to the Virgin Mary, to Zecharias, to the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, to Christ in the wilderness 
and in Gethsemane, to Peter in prison, to Paul, and to 
John. And may they not leave the skies and speak to 
men now, as well as they did in those early ages? Who 
shall say they do not? Has such an arrangement 
ceased? It may not be palpable as it was ages ago. 
Still, in some mysterious way, “as bloweth the wind” 
“whose sound we hear,” yet “‘ know not whence it com- 
eth, nor whither it goeth,” so doth not angels and men 
also from heaven speak to us below to-day? As a 
ladder was set up on earth which reached into heaven, 
over which angels descended, ministering to Jacob, so 
may there now be many such ladders, and over them, 
as a part of their heavenly work, may not the departed 
from the earth return again and minister to us? 
Spiritual bodies are not dull and sluggish as are 
mortal bodies. They are mobile. Their movements are 
quick as thought. Now they are in heaven. The next 
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moment they are on earth. Like light and electricity, 
they travel with unperceived motion, and with incon- 
ceivable swiftness even as will be done by them at the 
end of the world, at the coming of the Son of Man, 
as all now know and then may see. 

As between heaven and our world now, so forever will 
it be between heaven and the outskirts of the universe. 
Wherever sentient beings are to be found, angels and 
men out of heaven will make visitation, bearing them 
messages from Christ the Lord of all, and from God the 
Father, and bringing back reports of the lands. Where- 


in is this impossible or improbable even ? 


Such is part of the life of heaven, after “ this mortal 


bP) 


shall have put on immortality ” and Paradise has been 
passed. How grand a role men are passing to enact! 
How it should cheer our spirits, in this present life, in 
its contemplation. It cannot but do so, as we ponder 
its grandeur, and while we confidently await the day. 
And how it should modify and improve our daily life, 
engendering moral action of purest and most beneficent 


cast and scope. 


Oh, not with any sound they come, or sign, 
Which fleshly ear or eye can recognize ; 
No curiosity can compass or surmise 

The secret of that intercourse divine 

Which God permits, ordains across the line, 
The changeless line which bars 
Our earth from other stars. 


Whenever in some bitter grief we find 

All unawares a deep, mysterious sense 

Of hidden comfort, come we know not whence; 
When suddenly we see where we were blind, 
Where we had struggled, are content, resigned, 

And strong where we were weak, 

And no more strive nor seek ; 


Then we may know that from the far glad skies, 
To note our need, the watchful God has bent, 
And for one instant, help has called and sent, 
Of all our loving angels, the most wise 
And tender one, to point to us where lies 
The path that will be best, 
The path of peace and rest. 
—HELEN FISKE JACKSON. 
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CHAPTER X. 
MOTHER IN HEAVEN. 


WE have frequently in this treatise included Paradise 
and Heaven under the general designation of the lat- 
ter. These two places are closely allied, differing only, 
or principally, in advances made and distributive func- 
tion consequent thereupon. Mothers, therefore, are to 
be thought of as in Paradise, or in Heaven, according 
to the length of time which has elapsed since they left 
the earth. In either world they occupy the same relation 
to their offspring on earth, and the offspring the same 
to them in their inherited glory. 

Heaven is full of mothers from all ages and climes 
and all conditions of society. They are not unmindful 
of what is going on in this world in their children, des- 
tined, perhaps, to be heirs with them of the same sal- 
vation. They are possibly ministering spirits to them. 
Some have children with them or they may have been 
left behind, or both. Before a host of these mothers 
their children went into Paradise; and their tiny feet 
may have led them first into the ways of peace. When 

14 
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they closed the eyes of their little ones in their last 
sleep, they first rose to thoughts of the better land or 
received a greater longing for it. And they declared 
and determined: 


‘¢ Their track I see, and I'll pursue 
The narrow way, till them I view.” 


Some of the children which mothers have left behind 
are yet infants, others are full grown. Alas, chil- 
dren of tenderest years are often left motherless. 
Mother in heaven! Think of it, O man! It has its 
blessed side as well as its sad. Loss has been incurred ; 
also gain. To her it is all gain. And what gain it 
may be to some bereaved ones, what tongue can tell? 
If my mother has become perfected and glorified in 
heaven, what a fascinating and powerful being she may 
have become! And she is mine and yours still, and 
we are hers; and she is there for me and for you. 
Christ has not torn me from her embraces in everlasting 
separation. 

The mothers of some who are now toilers and sufferers 
on earth have been long in heaven. You were only an 
infant when she received her call from God, and went 
with some angel into Paradise, perhaps with her own 
mother. You were brought up by other hands. Still 
this was under the watchful care of your mother, we 
will hope. Now, you are middle-aged, or even three- 
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score and ten, possibly four-score years old. There has 
been in bodily recognition a long separation between 
you. But a silken thread of invisible communion has 
bound you together. What hallowed influences have 
stolen over you at times on remembrance of your 
mother in heaven, cheering you in darkness and trouble ! 

Another reading these lines did not lose his mother 
till middle life, or near old age. For a long life you 
had her living cheer and influence. Only yesterday, as 
it were, you laid her earthly form, gray, wrinkled, 
bowed, tottering, in the grave. To-day she is lively, 


“ eternal in 


strong, beautiful, in a house made for her 
the heavens,” so changed in her glory that you might 
not know her, with your present earthly eyes. Did you 
once see her “as she is,” you would not be able to keep 
‘back surprise and astonishment, but would burst forth 
in exclamation: “Is this thee, my mother! Has 
heaven wrought thus soon for you such lustrous beauty, 
such rapture! ” ‘Ai 

Perhaps you often think of your mother in heaven 
with tears and good resolutions, and worthy deeds, even. 
You ought to do so. It is no sin to kiss her across the 
flood, and remember her love for you when she was 
upon earth; and her saintly intercession and works in 
your behalf now in heaven. Has not her life often been 
to you an inspiration, deterring you from unhallowed 


deeds, and encouraging you to perform noble acts? 
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Her teachings and prayers, surely, cannot have been 
lost. Your loss in her has brought you higher gain. 
She is “with Christ” at court. And you will follow 
her by and by, and what a sweet “by and by” that 
will be! Next to meeting the Lord himself will be 
the meeting of your mother in heaven. 

What, more particularly, may mothers in heaven be 
doing for those dear children whom they left mother- 
less on earth? Possibly they are acting as their guar- 
dian angels, their ministering spirits, sent forth di- 
rect from the throne of God. Often may they visit 
their little infants, growing children, and careworn 
sons and daughters of larger growth and maturer years, 
in the old homestead or in new homes. If heirs of salva- 


tion, ‘ 


“sealed unto the day of redemption,” they re- 
joice over them, watching and praying, and, perhaps, 
waiting to convey them to the Father’s house in heaven. 
If any of them are “banished” ones, they may yet 
hope and pray for their return. Christ on earth wept 
over Jerusalem sinners. Angels are not expected to 
weep in heaven. It is said “there’ll be no weeping 
there.” But if not, the cause of weeping must surely 
be removed. Can feeling be crushed out by change of 
habitation? But we are treading now upon the verge 
of the unknown. We will “shut up the book until the 
time of the end,” having unshaken confidence in the 


love and pity and kindness and goodness and justice 


Of the Redeemed After Death. 213 


and wisdom of the universal Father, who “ causes 
his sun to shine upon the evil and the good, and sendeth 
rain upon the just and the unjust,’ and who, therefore, 
may direct mothers in heaven to care for wayward 
children upon earth, in some measure and in some 
way, bestowing possibly more abundant care on heaviest 
delinquents, not knowing what a day or an hour may 
bring forth; so laboring on, in faith and patience, for 
their salvation. 

If you are serving your mother’s God, she may be 
fitting up for you a mansion in heaven, anticipatory of 
your arrival there. Christ says, indeed, that this is 
his work. But surely he works through deputies. As 
the earth is full of his workers, must not heaven be so 
likewise? Mothers have deft hands for their children. 
They well know their tastes, and habits, and wishes, 
having been incarnate with them. Unlimited resources 
are in their hands for high purposes. As parents 
on earth furnish houses for their children when these 
go forth into the world, so mothers, trusted and en- 
trusted by Christ, may furnish mansions in heaven 
for their sons and daughters, that they may find at 
once a prepared home. Shall any, on entering there, 
find themselves homeless? And who more likely, or so 
ready and proper, to prevent it as mothers gone before? 

Intercession is not unknown in heaven. Indeed, that 
world is full of it. Prayer does not cease in change of 
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worlds. Christ’s great work before the throne is pray- 
ing the Father. He “ever liveth to make intercession 
for us.” The saints are not absolved from this work, 
or precluded from its privileges. Prominent, surely, 
are mothers interceding for their children. What they 
began on earth, they carry forward in heaven. Their 
prayers in this behalf must be all powerful. “ What- 


scever ye ask ”—is it not written? “in my name, I will 


do it.’ Does this promise concern only disciples — 


below and not those above? 

Mothers may be changing, from time to time, the 
home department which their children are to occupy 
finally in heaven. This may be needful to meet new 
requirements arising. On earth, men advance from 
mud hovels to rustic homes and palaces of gold. So 
it may be in preparing for us a home in heaven. Better 
things are laid up for us as the years pass by. The 
longer men remain on earth, if advancing in paths of 
righteousness, the grander, possibly, their everlasting 
habitation in the skies may be found on their arrival. 

If a man’s mother in heaven is thus to him while he 
remains on the earth, what may she be in interest 
when they both become reunited in the New Jerusa- 
lem? They can surely never lose concern nor delight 
in one another. He will be her everlasting consolation 
and she his. 

How, then, can any man feel lonely or unhappy 


_— 
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coming to know that he has a mother in heaven who 
is constantly interceding and caring for him there? 
Thoughts of it must cheer him amid the treacherous 
sands, the rushing foes, the hours of darkness, and the 
days of pain, sorrow, and care which fall to his lot 
here. 

But still greater for a man in his needs—he must 
never forget—is his Saviour, the Christ, who is the 
Saviour of both mother and child, and who appoint- 
ed her to a special work for him, while he remains on 
the earth. The child must love God and love Christ 
and keep their commands, or it can never see mother 
above. 
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My mother dear, my mother dear, 
How oft I think of thee, 

And wonder if, with vision clear, 
Thy boy thou now dost see. 

It may be thou art near me now, 
Although beyond my gaze, 

It may be, but I know not how, 
Thou watchest all my ways. 

Mother, this is thy natal day, 
A century of years! 

Part spent along the gloomy way, 
Amid the blinding tears. 

And then thy gentle spirit fled 
To join the host on high, 

No longer living with the dead, 
Never again to die. 


Soon after father followed thee, 
Earth then to us was drear, 
But now in immortality 
Both seem to us more near. 
The shadows fly, our years speed on, 
Parents beloved, we come! 
Soon may we hear the words, ‘‘ Well done,” 
And be with you at home! 
—REV. PETER STRYKER, D.D. 
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PART IV. 
SUPPLEMENTARY. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE EARLY LIFE OF THE FIRST INHABITANTS OF HEAVEN 
WHO WERE OF THE EARTH. 


Seeing I saw not, hearing not, I heard ; 

Tho’ if I saw not, yet they told me all 

So often that I speak as having seen. 
—TENNYSON. 


INQuIRY as to the first years in heaven of its first in- 
habitants from the earth is of interest—reveals novelty, 
and may be improving. None, indeed, have come back 
to tell us what it was. No revelation of God concern- 
ing it has been vouchsafed, no history from scattered 
fragments of early visions has been written; at least no 
publication of such is extant among us. Still, we may 
know something of it if we will. We are not wholly 
dependent upon such sources as the foregoing for in- 
formation of what took place in those distant times 
in that far-off region. Facts are open to us which 
help to a vision and understanding, if we will only look 
at them. Human mundane reason is not so blunt but 
that it can cut into the occult things of this introspec- 
tion and lay bare what must have been some of the first 


222 The First Years of the Life 


experiences and feelings of Adam and Eve, of Enoch 
and Abraham, of Isaac and Jacob, of Moses and Sam- 
uel, and of David and Isaiah, who went home into 
Paradise in the early dawn of the world’s history. Such 
have made high attainments, and have come to the 
grandeur of their born nobility, now. But the character 
and scope of their early life was meager and compara- 
tively indifferent. Their experiences and feelings when ~ 
the golden gates of Paradise first, and later those of 
the Celestial City, swung open for their reception and 
they began the new life to which they had come, cannot 
be supposed to compare with those of the denizens of 
these realms who have gone up from among us of this 
generation. Their early career was a life of its own. 
It has not since been duplicated. Heaven does not re- 
produce itself. It had a beauty, however, all its own, 
which has been left only for sublimerreaches which 
have been evolved for them as the ages have rolled on. 

We have not tried, nor shall we now try, to depict 
this earliest life of heaven—morning of the day of God’s 
kingdom in the skies, made up from among men. Our 
work is, rather to spread a present-day canvas—to lift 
the curtains and show what is transpiring within the 
veil, affecting those near and dear ones—child, bosom 
companion, aged sire—whose mortal remains were only 
lately shrouded in a casket, over whom, having covered 
them with flowers, we wept, and as the chariot of God 
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came and a cloud appeared and received the once 
tenant out of our sight, we uttered, with longing gaze, 
“Vale! Vale!” Still, we purpose not to pass by al- 
together a consideration of what was the life above of 
heaven’s first inhabitants—far as knowledge is to be 
attained. Their life was peculiar. How great, who 
shall tell? There were saints in the early times, worthy 
of high canonization and classical mention, endued for 
the skies before souls had become most vitiated by the 
fall, to whom God gave, nearly six thousand years ago, 
“the oil of joy for mourning and the garment of’ praise 
for the spirit of heaviness.” It is not our intention, 
however, to dwell here long; although it is enchanted 
ground, a delectable mountain, whose sky was impearled 
with angels, at whose base lay a crystal sea, over which 
argosies, angelic and human freighted, floated, and 
spread sail. | 

There was a day—you know it—think of it when, 
of earth’s inhabitants in heaven, Adam and Abel were 
the sole males and Eve the only woman. God, Father 
of all, the supremely kind and beneficent one, in his in- 
finite wisdom, grace and power, was there. And as he 
walked with them in Eden, “in the cool of the day,” 
so, surely, he walked with them in Paradise and 
Heaven. Still, after our human fashion, and justly, 
we should call Adam and Eve and Abel there, lonely, 
though with God and angels. For a long season, there 
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were none there of their own kin. Their feeling, 
theugh in heaven, must have been much as if they were 
in a wilderness of the earth. There might be refreshing 
scenes, and music and congenial employment. But the 
unaccustomed was theirs. It was not the earthly Eden. 
God, indeed, was there, and in a higher sense than in 
the Eden below. So they were not altogether lonely, as 
we count loneliness; to be in which condition is not good. 
The presence of God was more to them than that of 
sons and daughters would have been. A man cannot 
feel absolute loneliness if God be with him. When 
the disciples forsook Christ and left him alone, he said, ' 
“Yet am I not alone; for the Father is with me.” The 
first inhabitants of heaven were, however, without hu- 
man sympathy, except in smallest measure, so few were 
there of their own kin. And they remained in this 
condition long. For men lived, in those days, a great 
while and went late into heaven. That world was 
peopled from the earth slowly. Here, then, is a first 
glimpse of the early Ife of heaven in its primeval stage. 
It was near to solitariness. 

In that day, there was no Christ in heaven such as is 
now revealed—God in human form. ‘“ The fulness of 
time” had not come for this. It did not come for 
thousands of years after Adam and Eve and their son, 
Abel, had entered the Paradise above. What they and 
hosts in succeeding ages were denied—the presence of 
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Christ—an advantage the meanest saint in glory now 
enjoys—can scarcely be appreciated. The bliss of 
heaven is caused, in greatest measure, by being with 
Christ, and having him with us. 

Heaven, six thousand years ago, compared with its 
present state, was chaos. It was, as a wilderness, dark 
and dreary, and as if night brooded over it. When the 
Pilgrim Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock, they found 
uncultivated fields and wild woods, a country without 
cities or villages and filled with roaming savages. So 
was heaven to some extent to our first parents, except 
in the little Eden which might have been made for 
them. This was doubtless immeasurably superior, in 
all things, to what earth then was; but it was only a 
“ shadow of good things to come” in later days. Adam 
‘entered heaven in the early dawn of its history, before 
the fruit of the tree of life had ripened. Heaven was 
not made in one day. ‘The solar system as we now 
have it was a six-days’ creation. Heaven has required 
a longer period for its fitting up. Even to-day Christ 
is prosecuting this work begun centuries ago. “ God,” 
says a French philosopher—Guizot—“ takes a step, and 
ages have rolled away.” As it is below, in this respect, 
so is it above. With God, there is not one law for the 
earth and another for the skies. His universe is 
homogeneous. The geologic ages are interminable. It 
is rational to believe that heaven’s strata are built up 
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by degrees. Neither the material nor the spiritual 
worlds are perfected at a leap. 

Enoch, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses and Elias, 
David and Isaiah found heaven in an advanced stage. 
Its glories had been greatly augmented over what they 
were when Adam entered. But without Christ and 
his Apostles, the life of that world was still far from 
being perfect. When these great men came it was 
further improved. It is still progressing. And it will 
be grander yet. Still, “the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain,” and will till “the measure 
of the stature of Christ” is reached. The thoughts 
of Moses and Ehas ran upon the suffering and death of 
Christ for ages; not upon “the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne.” Theirs was a glorified state, yet one 
which partook largely of dark experiences. They had 
not come to the perfect; the ideal was only in con- 
templation. 

Until Christ’s’ coming, the earth-born, though safe 
and glorified in heaven, were “spirits in prison.” 
They were not, indeed, in bondage without a fulness 
of truth and bound of Satan, as if on the earth. They ~ 
were, in a measure, liberated. Yet their vision was 
circumscribed and meager. There was large room for 
growth and expansion. Their limitations, in thought, 
knowledge and action, had abounding life, but even 
their life was not radiant as ours is. 


Of the Redeemed After Death. 2247 


Heaven for a long time showed no great army of 
human beings. They were constantly augmenting, 
however. As they were one, and had no foe to fight, they 
could endure it. At first, there were no helpmeets as 
there was to Adam in the garden. Before the flood, 
these began to be furnished. But when that catas- 
trophe occurred, there was no stock to draw upon. 
Growth now, in the life of heaven, ceased. There were 
none to enter from the earth. Heaven had to wait till 
the earth became repeopled. When that time came, 
there was a stirring of new life. But it had come slow. 

The men and women who made up the life of heaven 
in the early times were not inferior. “There were 
giants on the earth in those days.” Some of these went 
_ to Paradise, and to Adam. Noah, builder of the ark, 


“mighty hunters,’ and 


was one. Then there were 
“founders of cities,’ who gave great promise. None 
of these, however, can compare with the great men who 
now go up from the earth and contribute to the society 
of heaven—men who have been mighty in arms, in rule, 
in philosophy, in letters, in science, in art. The earth 
has changed since those early times and heaven has 
changed with it. 

Those who went from the earth into heaven in the 
early ages of the world carried with them less of what 
we may call capital than men now do. They had not 


been, as we are now, gainers from past history and 
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accumulations. A discipline augmenting in power, as 
it does now, was not theirs. For their defects in train- 
ing and preparation they may since have made up. 
As they have increased in years, they may have under- 
gone marvelous changes. Now they far surpass 
present entrants. ‘To-day they have reached a position 
which is more than a good compensation for what they 
had to wait for by living in an age of small develop- 
ments. They flourished in a “day of small things.” 
It was not grand and lively. Our day was not theirs. 

These first lives in Paradise and Heaven itself were 
forerunners of ours and carry perpetual influence in 
shaping what our lives there will be. We inherit earth 
as our ancestors have made it. So shall we inherit 
heaven. As the tinge of the life of its first inhabitants, 
so will ours be. The stream can rise no higher than the 
fountain. We shall be borne into their company, and 
must inevitably partake, more or less, of what their 
history has made Paradise and Heaven. They are 
stepping stones for present-day men—elevators by 
which we shall attain our heights in the realms of light 
and beauty. “ Abraham’s bosom” still has signifi- 
cance for the benefit of “latter-day Saints.” Moses 
and Elias, David and Isaiah, Peter and James and John 
and Paul have nourished lives of to-day upon the earth. 
But they will nourish them still more abundantly in 
the skies, starting all new matriculants on their 
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careers; and this out of and according to the measure 
of the stores of wisdom, knowledge, experience and 
power which through ages in their earlier life in heaven 
they had been laying up. We shall begin life above, as 
not where they began, but from the point they have 
reached. What they were is of interest to us. But 
what they have become, after centuries of life above, is 
of far greater. We shall be partakers of their lives, 
and make them our own. 
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CHAPTER ITI. 
CHRIST'S FIRST LIFE AFTER HIS CRUCIFIXION. 


Curist’s life after death was lived in three worlds. 
First, he went into Paradise. To one of the men 
crucified with him, in answer to his prayer, “ Lord, re- 
member me when thou comest into thy kingdom,” he 
answered, “This day shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise.” This is sure proof that Christ himself, at his 
death, went into that place, and before entering heaven 
itself. Further evidence, and making proof cumula- 
tive, is what he further said to Mary, after his resur- 
rection: “JI have not yet ascended to my Father.” 
Where he had been the three preceding days could not, 
therefore, have been any other than the Intermediate 
State—Paradise—as we know he was not on earth. 

This world he entered into and abode in for three 
days, not on account of any necessities of his own, nor 
for his people’s on earth; but for his people there. His 
“ purchased possession ” in that world had been waiting 
for his coming; and he went to reveal himself to them 
in person, and tell of his finished work, and preach to 
them a full redemption. 
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_ They were “ spirits in prison,” so to speak; and were 
yet to be for some days. ‘They were denied the earth 
and denied heaven. But their redemption drew nigh, 
and they were shown it. Deliverance was now preached 
to them, soon to be realized through Christ’s liberating 
power. ‘Those now there were saints of the Old Testa- 
ment—of the patriarchal and Jewish dispensations. 
They were in a vastly advanced state over their earthly, 
but were “ not made perfect.” 

From this abode he soon descended, after three days 
coming to the earth again. Here he dwelt further 
“forty days,” showing himself to his disciples, teach- 
ing and “preaching to them the kingdom of God,” 
that they might now, under authority and with en- 


(<4 S 
go into 


lightened wisdom and increase of knowledge, 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Having accomplished this, he ascended again to 
Paradise, and gathering together the bulk of his people, 
he carried them away thence into heaven, leaving only 
a nucleus in the Intermediate State for those who were 
- now to go up thither from the earth. 

And now he “sat down at the right hand of the 
majesty on high,” from “ henceforth expecting, till his 
enemies should be made his footstool,” when he would 
deliver up the kingdom to the Father and “ God should 
‘become all in all.” 


And thus was fulfilled the expectation of the Jews— 
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that Christ, when he came, should “restore again the 
kingdom to Israel”; only it was not in a natural but 
a spiritual sense, not in time but in eternity, not in the 
earthly Canaan but the heavenly: so that there is to- 
day the old dispensation in glory receiving the new. 
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CHAPTER III. 


THE SECOND ADVENT, RESURRECTION AND FINAL JUDG- 
MENT. 


THESE doctrines of the Scriptures may be interpreted 
without doing violence to their text and show in har- 
mony with what we have laid down. They have been ; 
called the last things and so they are, but not neces- | 
sarily literally and exclusively the last, as having their 
significance only at the end of the world. They may 
be regarded as occurring also at the death of every 
individual. In the one case, they are manifested in 
men personally, in the other generally, including the 
whole race of men. The former application is prob- 
ably correct, and the chief one; though the latter is 
not excluded. : 

At the death of each one of his people, Christ, cer- 
tainly in some sense, not personally, perhaps, but by 
deputies, comes to them, and they are borne into Para- | 
dise. ‘This is to them a resurrection,—their, and possi- 
bly for them the resurrection. Saints do not rise, at 
death, disembodied spirits, but “clothed upon with a 
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house from heaven,” which may be, probably is, perfect, 
like Christ’s glorious body. At this same time judg- 
ment for them is passed. Were the latter not the case, 
they could not go into Paradise, or be assigned to 
heaven. 

This will not preclude Christ’s coming in his own 
proper person and glorified body. He will so come, 
and “without a sin offering” this second time, and 
unto immediate salvation, for his elect. And then the 
last of the world in its present form, and of the human 
race in the flesh, and the end of the gospel dispensa- 
tion in any further promulgation of it, takes place. 
This period will not come till after a millennium on the 
earth, more or less pronounced, of glory and of gospel 
progress. With him, Christ will bring his redeemed 
out of Paradise, and possibly some at least from 
heaven, to witness the last of earth. Angels, too, will 
accompany him. Paradise will be left unmanned; but 
probably not heaven. These will come to deck Christ’s 
triumph. 

Christians alive at Christ’s coming will not die in 
the ordinary sense. There will be no time to bury 
them; no one to perform the act. They will be 
changed, as Christ was after his literal resurrection, 
“in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” Their 
mortal bodies will not be dishonored; cast off as food 
for vultures, but tenderly cared for as once “temples 
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of the Holy Ghost.” In this their judgment will be 
manifest. They will be gathered, each to the retinue 
of Saints from above, and to the Lord himself. ‘“ This 
is the first resurrection.” Then, perhaps, other inhabi- 
tants of the earth, alive at Christ’s coming, but who 
are not of his people, will be caught up and changed 
in body, as predicted in the Scriptures. This will be 
their resurrection. ‘These will be placed on the left 
hand of the judge, separated by the angels. And they 
“shall go away into everlasting punishment.” “ This 
is the second resurrection,” followed by “the second 
death.” Judgment has now been passed, not formally 
on each, but declaratively on all, both the righteous 
and the unrighteous. Individually this has been al- 
ready done. 

Christ, the redeemed, and the angels will then go 
away, probably first into Paradise. Angels left behind 
in that country at Christ’s coming will receive them, 
and some of the redeemed may come out of heaven to 
meet them, if any had been left there. Here they will 
abide as at a half-way inn, but only for a little while. 
Then they will go out of this vestibule of heaven into 
the supreme glory. Hereupon, Paradise as a state 
will cease, but will not be blotted out. It and the | 
earth, two vacated worlds, will be refined by fire, have 
new creative power and skill exercised upon them, and 
so made habitations more glorious, to be dwelt in, | 
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possibly, by the just as parts of heaven. When new 
occupants enter any vacated mansion, alterations, re- 
pairs, new furniture, modern improvements and con- 
veniences are provided to suit new-comers. So will it 
be done in these two worlds henceforth to be devoted 
to highest purposes in connection with the kingdom of 
God. And when they shall be thus renewed, they may 
be assigned as a dwelling place to such as Patriarchs, 
Prophets, Apostles, Fathers of the Church, Martyrs 
and Reformers, or perchance to those who were last in 
Paradise and last on earth. Neither of these worlds 
will then be outside of heaven, but closely connected 
suburbs, bound by some sure link of juncture as Jacob 
saw. 

These will constitute the grandest series of events 
and make the greatest period thus far in the his- 
tory of the universe a day long to be remembered. Its 
scenes may often afterwards be recalled and related. 
“The joy that was set before Christ,” for which he “ en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame,” will now have 
been entered upon in fulness. The cross will have been 
exchanged for a perfected crown. His people, too, shall 
partake. They will now “enter,” according to long 
promise, “into the joy of their Lord,’ and will be 
made formally welcome. And all this reward will abide 
and grow. Christ may now be no longer in office, as 
he had been, having laid it aside, and resting from his 
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labors. But his glory and kinly rule will not have 
been taken from him—not put away by his abdication. 
Through all eternity he will continue the center and 


glory of his people. 
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In the crimson of the morning, in the whiteness of the noon, 
In the amber glory of the day’s retreat ; 
In the midnight, robed in darkness, or the gleaming of the 
moon, 
I listen to the coming of His feet. 


Down the minster-aisles of splendor, from betwixt the 
cherubim, 
Through the wandering throng, with motion strong and 
fleet, 
Sounds his victor tread, approaching with a music far and 
dim— 
The music of the coming of His feet. 


Sandaled not with sheen of silver, girded not with woven 
gold— 
Weighted not with shimmering gems and odors sweet, 
But white-winged and shod with glory in the Tabor light of 
old— 
The glory of the coming of His feet. 


He is coming, O my spirit, with his everlasting peace, 
With His blessedness immortal and complete ; 
He is coming, O my spirit! and His coming brings release ; 
I listen for the coming of His feet. 
—The Independent. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
CONTINUED AND ETERNAL LIFE WITH CHRIST. 


HEAVEN is entered not as men enter life on earth, 
or in Paradise, merely for a season. Their entrance 
will be perpetuated ages without end. The saints in 
glory may wander from pole to pole and world to 
world, but their lives will never set. 

Christ will ever be among them. He and they can 
never be divorced. They will abide in constant com- 
munion with each other. The office of Christ as priest 
and perhaps as prophet will no longer be needed. His 
rule even, in present form, and the kingdom itself, will 
be surrendered to the Father, its purpose having been 
fulfilled. But this will not effect any obliteration of a 
remembrance of him, nor prevent in his people their 
closest association with him as the God-man of history 
and present reality. ‘To the end of time, on earth, it 
had been ordained that he shall be remembered. In 
heaven a like ordination will be instituted. Succes- 
sion of generations does not occur there. None will 


arise who can say they have never known him. This is 
16 
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common among men on earth. A Pharaoh arose who 
“knew not Joseph.” Christ will never leave heaven, 
the peculiar place of his abode, for other worlds, 
except occasionally, and then not to tarry. Saints may 
become themselves Christs to other peoples needing re- 
demption. But they will still be in loving sympathy 
with their Lord. As his Father was with him, so he, 
first and greatest of Christs, will be with them. 

This continued and intercommunicable life between 
Christ and his redeemed will be one of increasing splen- 
dor, sweetest changes and unalloyed delights. Where 
he and the Father are, there can be no monotony, no 
feeling of melancholy, no time hanging heavily. Their 
resources are boundless. None ever will, or can, by 
searching, find them out to perfection. There will be 
no limit to Christ’s love and power in exercise for his 
redeemed ones. On earth he was a morning star. In 
heaven he will be a midday sun. His people, too, in 
him will shine as stars and suns forever and ever. 

' When the last sheaf from the earth shall be gar- 
nered, there will be an advance in glory all along the 
line. The first shall hardly come into mind by reason 
of the latter, that shall so excel. Whatever of good 
the universe affords saints will share in it. An illimit- 
able domain will be theirs. As Abraham looked down 
upon the rich glutton in Gehenna, so shall Christ’s 
people look, across the deep and unfathomable gulf 
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which separates, and behold, with holy triumph, the 
Devil and his angels cast out. The labyrinth of worlds 
will be threaded by them; but they will never lose them- 
selves therein. God will be their guide. His eye and 
arm reaches every place. ‘There is no distance in space, 
and no eternal duration where his hand will not be or 
his spirit be unknown. 


The lamb is in the fold, 

In perfect safety penned ; 
The lion once had hold, 

And thought to make an end; 
But one came by with wounded side, 
And for the sheep the Shepherd died. 


The exile is at home! 
O nights and days of tears, 
O longings not to roam, 
O sins and doubts and fears, 
What matters now, when (so men say) 
The King has wiped those tears away ? 


O happy, happy Bride! 

Thy widowed hours are past, 
The Bridegroom at thy side, 

Thou all his own at last! 
The sorrows of thy former cup 
In full fruition swallowed up. 

—JOSEPH OF THE STUDIUM. 
(Translated by JOHN MASON NEALE.) 
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CHAPTER V. 
CONDITION AFTER DEATH OF THOSE NON-CHRISTIAN. 


THERE are many on earth estimable for their 
good works and general character—men and women of » 
sound morals, enlightened understandings, good con- 
science and of religious habits, who, however, technical- 
ly, are not Christians. Some of these have not heard 
even of Jesus and his gospel. Others who have heard 
have never had these properly presented to them. This 
has been owing to negligence on the part of pastors 
and the church and individual Christians. They are 
or have been unbelievers, because not taught, neglecters 
because neglected, opposers because ignorant and un- 
believing. In many respects the lives of these men 
have been or are more exemplary than the lives of many 
who are called and recognized as Christians. They are 
as sheep without a shepherd. Such men are found in 
great numbers in gospel lands. And there are some 
in every nation: men who fear God and hate unright- ; 
eousness. ‘They are Buddhists, Confucians, Jews, Mo- 
hammedans. Some of these are responsible for their 
ignorance and neglect, but the blood of others may be 
charged upon the church, 
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Are, then, all these—the gospel of faith and repent- 
ance not having been presented and urged upon them 
or done so properly—men, women andchildren to be con- 
signed at least indiscriminately to the place or state 
we call hell—a state-and place, as commonly appre- 
hended, full, as we can conceive, of extremest horrors? 
Or are these to be subjected to the same lot as thieves, 
prostitutes, bloated drunkards, murderers, and other 
like corrupt and vile characters? Surely not. There 
must be a separation made of these for a better condi- 

tion than this. Their fate cannot be a living massacre 
- forever. They cannot be outside the pale of all chari- 
ty, forgiveness and salvation in some form, to some 
extent. Christ is no Turk. God is no Sultan ruler. 

The heaven, indeed, that we know is exclusively for 
those who accept the gospel of Christ, having received 
full knowledge thereof, who believe the Scriptures in its 
doctrines and obey the commands of God. They have 
been attracted by the beauty of Jesus, have become his 
disciples and love him. ‘They are not such as simply 
fear God’s wrath ; but those who accept a special dispen- 
sation of grace given, and who are elected thereto. 

But the Lord may have other sheep not of the gospel 
fold whom he will handsomely provide for in some 
way, if not in our heaven, yet in some other world. 
_ These are they who have obeyed conscience, followed 
the light of nature, and who, not having had the Scrip- 
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tures, will, therefore, be judged without law. These 
creatures of God cannot be outside the pale of his love. 
His kind providence will yet follow them, and his grace 
surely be offered, according to his own free, sovereign, 
righteous will. 

Such as have deliberately rejected Christ and his 
gospel, may never stand in the front ranks with his 
redeemed and elect ones. They will be forever the 
victims of the torment of regret and self-crimination. 
And other dreadful and grievous evils may overtake 
them as punishment. We can hardly look for their 
annihilation, nor that they will suffer a living death. 
But shall we deem even such to be God’s foes, and be- 
cause they follow not with us, deal to them damnation ? 
Do the Scriptures require of us this? Is it reason? 
Would this be in us an exemplification of the spirit of 
God and of Christ? 

May not a place be found for such in some paradisai- 
cal world? We believe that infants, idiots, insane per- 
sons the world over, are saved from extermination and 
the second death through God’s love and Christ’s grace. 
And may not their company be enlarged by these in 
addition? Are they not lost sheep of the wilderness, 
prodigal sons and daughters of the heavenly Father, who 
have wandered off into a far country, and have, perhaps, 
been brought to feel their condition, and grieve over it, 
and possibly repent; but have not seen their way to the 
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cross? Are not these his to be pitied and saved by some 
other provision than our gospel? And shall he not “ do 


99 


as he hikes with his own,” which must be according to 
his nature, which nature is love? | . 

May there not be for these, and even incorrigibly 
wicked men, an offer of pardon and further grace in 
an intermediate state? Men have groped for such pro- 
vision and have found it for some, they tell us, in a 
sort of Purgatory, where they will be purged, as by fire, 
from all dross, and where fine gold that is in them 
shall be developed; and they shall be saved and come 
to some heaven. In the doctrine of Purgatory, so much 
maligned by some and rejected by many altogether, 
may there not be at least some shadow of this salvation, 
as a truth, a living reality? May there not be a Pur- 
gatory for the world’s people, as is held by Romanists 
there is one for the Church’s? 

Or if, as likely, there is a Hell separate from Purga- 
tory, as Heaven is from Paradise, and some finally fall 
therein, shall there be out of it no redemption ever? 
We readily concede that their condition is one of great 
misery, and will be one of eternal loss. Men can never 
recover entirely from the effects of their sins. If they 
are forgiven them, they have not wholly escaped their 
guilt and penalty. Sin burns into men’s souls and 
leaves a scar behind. They can never completely undo 
their evil deeds, Regeneration and sanctification, by 
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the Spirit even, does not accomplish this in any. Indeed, 
in some sense, there are some persons and deeds that 
will find no forgiveness; not even in the world to come. 

There may then be a restoration possible. Forgive- 
ness on repentance is granted “ seventy times seven.” 
Beyond a certain bar is forgiveness impossible? God 
is long-suffering and repents of the evil. 

Shall such a scar, blot on creation, foul pest hole as 
hell, disfigure the universe forever? If worlds are 
to be made anew, may not hell too? Or is that world, 
as a rubbish hole, in “ outer darkness,” beyond the skirts 
of the universe? What end of punishment, or what 
threat, or representation of Scripture, can be violated 
by a final abolition of the pit? “God is love;” and 
may he not yet abolish it in loving measure? We 
cannot tell. But this we know: he is safe who flees to 
the shelter of the cross now. And he will be infinitely 
the best off forever. Thither, therefore, wisdom points. 

We naturally shrink from the idea of a place of ever- 
lasting torment such as has been commonly depicted. 
We hesitate to credit it. Even the unco-orthodox do so. 
Yet penal inflictions of some kind seem to be the order 
of the universe and are, we may know, necessary 
even, as man is constituted. We have seen with our own 
eyes, or have read about in history, of our fellow-men 
heaping upon their fellows the most cruel tortures and 
death itself without compunction and even gloating — 
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over them. And shall there not, even nature prompts 
us to say, be a hell, in some form, which, knowing of, 
we may fear and shun? When I think of the indigni- 
ties and oppressions of hard visaged and fisted men 
inflicted on helpless women and children; when IJ think 
of the mockings and scourgings, sufferings and shed 
blood of martyrs, my reading of “the wrath of the 
Lamb ” surprises me not, nor that vials of indignation 
are poured forth by the Almighty and that the saints 
rejoice over his final visitations on their persecutors. It 
has been reported of a Universalist chaplain in the Civil 
War of the American Union, that, when he witnessed 
the horrid scenes of the battlefield, its carnage and 
groans, he cried out, “ If there isn’t a hell, there ought 
to be one!” No wonder he did. The greatest wonder 


would have been that he did not. We need not chafe © 


-under the threatened infliction on the unbelieving. For 
none are doomed thither but those who first doom them- 
selves there. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
PREPARATION TO ENTER PARADISE. 


NOTHING is more desirable and necessary for us to 
think about and do than to prepare for entering Para- 
d:se. We are, all of us, naturally unfit to go thither, 
and in our natural state are debarred. Our condition 
there will be made vastly better by proper preparation. 
We should see to it, then, most earnestly, that we are 
.on the road, and the right one. If on some devious 
path our loss will be incalculable. The wedding gar- 
ment of faith and good works fitted to us must be put 
on. These are men’s passports. 

The preparation made here is for entrance, and an 
entrance start only. For this a man “must be born 
again ”’—“ become as a little child.” It is written, 
“without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” We 
must be “doers of the word,” as well as “ hearers.” 
Sympathy with the advanced life of Paradise and 
Heaven needs to be established. Without it we shall 
be “ cast out ”’—“ never see the kingdom of God.” 

There is work for us to do in accomplishing this 
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preparation. This is great, and its nature and scope 
requires close, prompt study and effort. Means are 
appointed to be our helpers—the Sabbath, the sanc- 
tuary, the Bible, ministers, the church, good reading, the 
Holy Spirit, sermons, the example and influence of 
godly men, all which it is our duty and interest to heed 
and use. We cannot begin too soon to make this prep- 
aration. “ Now is the accepted time. Now is the day 
of salvation.” 

What, then, “shall a man do to be saved?” “ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ,” saith the Scriptures. 
Be converted, repent, bring forth the fruits of right- 
eousness; obey Christ, as teacher and lawgiver, take 
him, as Saviour from sin through his mediatorship, 
and God’s forgiveness; receive the whole gospel into 
good and honest hearts. Such men shall certainly go to 
Paradise when they die. 

Faith and character are in brief the pole stars which 
men should ever keep before them. ‘They are the great 
means which advance them towards the Celestial City. 
They will make our “afterward.” Position will be 
given men in the future as Love, the blossom and fruit 
of life, has advanced them in spiritual development and 
life below; no man will be rewarded and saved through 
any adventitious circumstances which may have 
clothed him here. Not our own prejudices and the 
teaching of others independent of the Scriptures are 
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to guide us. Let a man only be a humble “ follower of 
the Lord,” and his fortune is assured. The poorest in 
him may become stars of the first magnitude. Beyond 
the tide which bears to the celestial shores many that 
are “last shall be first, and the first last.” The beggar 
and the millionaire from the earth may change posi- 
tions in the upper sphere. Each will be as his spiritual 
character has unfolded. All will be in Paradise what 
God chooses. And we shall all be, too, what we choose 
to make ourselves. 

Just as men obtain for themselves higher and higher 
place in this world, by judicious and righteous endeav- 
cr so may they, in the life to come, by proper conduct 
both there and here. They may prepare to penetrate 

further the heavenly world, than simple faith and re- 
pentance will carry them, which may be only to or 
within the doors. We are taught to “lay up for our- 
selves treasure in heaven”—to “make to ourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, that when 
we fail,’ out of this hfe “they may receive us into 
everlasting habitations.” 

There are two ways of advancing ourselves hereafter 
by effort here. One is by deeds of charity, loving-kind- 
ness and good will “towards all men, especially to 
those who are of the household of faith; ” for with these 
latter we expect to live in heaven. Another way of ad- 
vancing ourselves in the galaxy of heaven is by famil- 
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iarizing ourselves with the history of those who have 
gone before. Such knowledge willsurely help us in our 
walks through the New Jerusalem—our journeying 
over the highways of the universe. When we may meet 
Augustine and Calvin, Luther and Wesley, Washington 
and Lincoln, Victoria and Wilhelmina, and McKinley, 
having made ourselves familiar with their lives and en- 
vironment, we must surely be helped thereby. Men 
prepare themselves to meet company here by knowing 
the guests or about them first. Why should they not 
take like means for their possible social encounters in 
the skies ? To love and its fruits we should add, then, 


far as possible, personal knowledge and acquaintance- | 


ship with our future comrades, beginning in this life. 


Gifts should never be made by proxy where possible to 


avoid it, but in person. 


. 
| 
| 
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More love to thee, O Christ ! 
More love te thee! 

Hear thou the prayer I make 
On bended knee ; 


This is my earnest plea: 


More love, O Christ, to thee, 
More love to thee! 


Let sorrow do its work, 
Send grief and pain ; 

Sweet are thy messengers, 
Sweet their refrain, 

When they can sing with me, 

More love, O Christ, to thee, 
More love to thee ! 


Then shall my latest breath 

Whisper thy praise ; 
This be the parting cry 

My heart shall raise, 
This still its prayer shall be: 
More love, O Christ, to thee, 

More love to thee! 

—Mrs. E. P. PRENTISS. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
THE HALF NOT TOLD. 


WueEw the Queen of Sheba came to Jerusalem and 
saw the splendor in which Solomon lived, of which she 
had heard much in her own land, she said: “ The half 
has not been told me.” So, doubtless, every one will 
be able to say on entering Paradise and Heaven. This 
may be one of our first impressions. In the flesh, we 
could not endure a full view; even as Moses could not 
of what was shown on Mount Sinai, or Peter and James 
‘ and John of what they saw on the mount of transfigu- 
ration, or Saul of Tarsus of what he saw on the road to 
Damascus, or when caught up into the third heavens, 
or John of what he saw, in Apocalyptic vision, of things 
in heaven, and things to come. “ Hye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive,” the glory on high. To take it all in, 
we must see heaven slowly, and long, and even forever. 
Human language is not adequate to unfold it. No 
angel could convey to us now any full idea of the rich- 
ness of the first years of the life of heaven. Paradise, 
when we get there, will be to us only as the dawn of day, 
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the first glimmer of morn. We should not be able, at 
this stage of our career, to bear the full blaze of heaven 
itself. Paradise will prepare us for more. Communi- 
cations will be made only as we are able to bear them— 
“as in a glass, darkly.” 

Hopefulness and contentment, then, should character- 
ize us now in looking forward to the glory that is to be 
revealed. “ What we know not now, we shall know 
hereafter.” Whether it be the life to which we shall 
first come in Paradise, or that to which we shall next 
come in heaven, or this latter life carried forward 
through revolving ages to still greater perfection, it 
will be in strength, beauty, variety and truthfulness, 
infinitely beyond what we have been told on earth. 


What shall I be, my Lord, when I behold thee 
In awful majesty at God’s right hand, 
And ’mid the eternal glories that infold me, 
In strange bewilderment, O Lord, I stand ? 
What shall I be ?—these tears, they dim my sight, 
I cannot catch the blissful vision right. 


What shall I be, Lord, when thy radiant glory, 
As from the grave I rise, encircles me ; 

When brightly pictured in the light before me, 
What eye hath never seen, my eyes shall see? 

What shallI be? Ah! blessed and sublime 
Is the dim prospect of that glorious time ! 


What shall I be when days of grief are ended, 
From earthly fetters set forever free ; 

When from the harps of saints and angels blended 
I hear the burst of joyful melody? 

What shall I be when, risen from the dead, 
Sin, death, and hell I never more shall dread ? 


What shall I be when all around are thronging, 
The loved of earth, where I have come to dwell 

Where all is joy and praise—no anxious longing, 
No bitter parting, and no sad farewell? 

What shall I be? Ah! how the streaming light 


Can lend a brightness to this weary night! 
—LANGBECKER. 


(Translated by Mrs. SARAH FINDLATER.) 
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CONCLUSION. 


We have now completed an endeavor to show some- 
thing of the state of the redeemed immediately after 
death. Our object has been to comfort Christians as 
they journey on towards the New Jerusalem,—throw 
some light on their steps as they enter “the valley of 
the shadow of death,” and inspire in them, with refer- 
ence to the future world, a more earnest life. Correct 
doctrine through interpretation of nature, scripture and 
reason has, we believe, been evolved ; even when we have 
joined the Apostle John, and other inspired writers, in 
giving full play to the imagination. The subject we 
may not have exhausted, even in what is knowable in 
this present time. But a fair outline has, perhaps, 
been afforded. Ours is, in a measure, a pioneer work. 

A new construction of the universe has _ been 
shadowed forth out of scattered, symbolic materials of 
the earth found in natural things. Scripture, and our 
reason, we have—so far as these would allow—made a 
model of the upper, distant worlds, in which we are 
most deeply concerned—present and to come—have 
projected a new mirage of the heavens and earth—put 
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together in a harmonious whole the disjecta membra 
lying around us, shaping them into a consistent, use- 
ful, suggestive whole, foreshadowing the inhabitants, 
character, occupations, customs, and unfolding glories 
of the celestial empire—Paradise and Heaven—which 
will be ours when we have “ shuffled off this mortal 
coil.” 

In doing this work, we have been following a type of 
another nature common among men, which has en- 
couraged us on—the labors of archeologists who, in 
these modern days, have been unearthing, with pick and 
spade, cities, palaces, temples, dwellings, tombs, uten- 
sils, arms, sculptures, paintings—elements of an an- 
cient civilization and life, and, by the aid of old writ- 
ings and the imagination, forming them into an appre- 
hensible shape of what was—reconstructing ancient 
civilizations. 'The work of these scientists in what was 
of the earth, and the work of divines in what is to be 
of Paradise and Heaven, run in the same groove. If 
one is legitimate, the other must be also. } 

In all this bold speculation, we trust we have not in- 
curred the wrath of the Almighty, as did Uzzah, when 
he “stretched forth his hand to steady the ark,” and 
God smote him, so that he died there. If in anything 
we have transcended the limits of religious thought and 
wise utterances, “the Lord pardon his servant.” 

One thought only has possessed us. It is, that “ the 
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works of the Lord are great, sought out by all those who 
have pleasure therein,” and that the grander part of 
these works is heaven; to be scanned and known by 
man in some measure before he goes thither! There- 
fore have we written. 


The world recedes, it disappears, 
Heaven opens on my eyes ; my ears 
With sounds seraphic ring, 


Lend, lend your wings, I fly! 
O grave where is thy victory ? 


O death where is thy sting ? 
—POPE. 


‘* Aspire we still may; nor think the utmost height 
Of an attainable sweep is won, 
Nor even that the mighty spirits, gone 
With the bright past,-in their enduring flight 
So won their passage toward the infinite, 
That they may stand on their far heights alone, 
A distant glory, dazzling to the sight. 


“No height of daring is so high but higher 
The earnest soul may yet find grace to climb; 
Truth springeth out of truth, the loftiest flyer 
That soareth on the sweep of thought sublime, 
Resteth at length, and still beyond doth guess 
Truth infinite as God toward which we press,” 
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